
Friday (St. Francis de Sales) 

How is it with you as concerning your neighbour? Do you love each one 
cordially and for God’s sake? In order to answer this, you must call to mind 
sundry disagreeable, annoying people—for it is in such cases that we really 
practise the love of God with respect to our neighbour, especially towards 
them that do us wrong. Examine whether your heart is thoroughly clear as 
regards all such and whether it costs you a great effort to love them. Are 
you quick to speak ill of your neighbours who do not love you? Do you act 
unkindly, directly or indirectly, towards them? A very little honest self-
dealing will enable you to find this out. 
 

Scripture (Revelation 3:20-22) 
Look, I am standing at the door knocking. If one of you hears me calling and 
opens the door, I will come to share a meal at that person’s side. Anyone 
who proves victorious, I will allow to share my throne. Let anyone who can 
hear, listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 

  
 
 

 

 

 

Detailed discussion notes from a Scripture group’s thoughts on the 
readings for this Sunday, trying to answer the questions below are 
available at www.sthelenscrosby.org.uk. Go to ‘prayer’, then ‘Thinking 
outside the pew’. 
 

Q1 If you invite God in to your home, is it as a guest, or as a family 
member? 
Q2 Does Jesus demand more of us than we think is possible? 
Q3 Is suffering and death optional for followers? 
Q4 Do you really want the rewards Jesus offers? 
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13th Week of Ordinary Time 

  Making a room for God 
When the Shunammite woman invites the passing stranger in for a meal, she can have 

no idea that her act of hospitality is life changing, as it begins a process of growing in 

understanding of God, and allowing him to change her life. (2 Kings 4:8-16). There are 

enough clues about her to suggest that she was not someone who would be immediately 

open to being changed: she is a woman of rank, has the freedom to take the initiative 

(she invites Elisha in and orders a room for him to be built), and even turns down 

Elisha’s offer to ask the King or the army commander for any favour she wants 

suggesting she is either self-sufficient or very independent. Although she is clearly a 

good-hearted woman, she does not have much faith in God’s promise that she will have 

a child. 

As Elisha’s visits become regular, her hunch that he is a man of God prompts her to 

make her house available to him whenever he wants it. Significantly, she makes sure 

that the room allows him to work, eat and rest in a way which suits his needs. This, 

together with her refusal to accept any reward, (it is Elisha’s servant who says what she 

most wants), shows that she is not using this man of God for her own ends. 

Her initial hospitable act, together with her lack of self-seeking, allowed her to know the 

prophet better, and to allow him to know her better, and to reward her fully. It is 

encouraging that even at this point, she does not fully understand that it is God working 

in Elisha.   

Hospitality is also the key feature in the Gospel, (Mt.10:37-42). It seems at first that this 

is something of a short cut to God’s rewards, compared to the conditions imposed on the 

apostles by Jesus, who demands that they have to put God above everything, to take up 

their cross, i.e. be prepared to suffer hardship, rejection and possibly death.  Jesus’ final 

words about ‘losing your life to find it’, however, apply equally to people who offer them 

hospitality. As with all promises of rewards,, it is wise to look carefully at what is being 

offered when he promises the same rewards as the apostles, prophets, holy people and 

‘little ones’: Jesus had made clear to the apostles that they would have to put God above 

all else in their life, and be prepared to be rejected and suffer; prophets, (representing 

the word of God) were generally also rejected and often complained about their lot; 

‘upright people’(representing those who lived in the Kingdom which Jesus established), 

often put themselves at odds with their contemporaries, and the ‘little ones’ are those 

who are insignificant, probably uneducated. These people, then, represent the ways in 

which God comes to us in daily life, and to ‘welcome them’ is to make each way a part of 

our lives.   

Most of us are disciples (‘one who learns’), not apostles, (one who is sent): we won’t be 

sent out far and wide, but can increasingly be drawn into his way of living by welcoming 

him in the ways he comes to us.   

Welcoming Jesus does mean ‘losing your life to find it’ because it is leaving behind one 

way as we are drawn into the relationship he shares with God, and live as members of 

the Kingdom he established. As with the Shunammite woman, this will, for most of us, be 

a gradual growth in discovering God and allowing ourselves to be changed by what he 

offers, if, like her, we make a room for him in our life, to work as he wants.     

                                 Martin Bennett  

 



 
 

Monday (Catherine de Hueck Doherty) 
A day filled with noise and voices can be a day of listening to the voice of 
God if the noises becomes, for us, an echo of the presence of God, if the 
voices are, for us, messages and solicitations of God. Stand still and pray 
that the Holy Spirit may clear all the fears, selfishness, greed and narrow 
heartedness away from the soul. This standing still can be done in the 
middle of the outward noise of daily living and the duties of life, for it will 
bring order into the soul, God’s order. 
 

Scripture (1Thessalonians 2:13) 
Another reason why we continually thank God for you is that as soon as you 
heard  the word that we brought you as God’s message, you welcomed it for 
what it really is, not the word of any human being, but God’s word, a power 
that is working among you believers  

 
Tuesday (Jean Vanier) 
When a community is healthy, it acts like a magnet. When a community 
starts to be frightened of welcoming visitors and new people, when it starts 
to lay down restrictions and ask for guarantees, then it is no longer a 
community; it is becoming an efficient place of work. The health of a 
community can be measured by the quality of its welcome of the 
unexpected visitor, by the joy and simplicity of relationships between its 
members, by its creativity in response to the cry of the poor. But it is 
measured above all by the ardour for and fidelity to its own essential goals: 
its presence to God and the poor. 
 

Scripture (Mark 6:1-5) 
Jesus went to his home town and his disciples accompanied him. With the 
coming of the Sabbath he began teaching in the synagogue and most of 
them were astonished when they heard him. They said, “Where did the man 
get all this? What is this wisdom granted him, and these miracles worked 
though him? This is the carpenter’s son, surely, the son of Mary. His 
brothers and sisters, are they not here with us?”. And they would not accept 
him. And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is despised only in his own 
country.” And he could work no miracle there. 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday  (Mother Teresa) 
I believe that we are not really social workers. We may be doing social 
work in the eyes of the people. But we are really contemplatives in the 
heart of the world, for we are touching the body of Christ twenty four hours 
a day. We have twenty four hours in his presence. You, too, try to bring 
that presence in your family. Love begins at home, and it is not how much 
we do, but how much love we put into the action that we do. 
 

Scripture (2Kings 4:8-10) 
One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, a woman of rank who lived 
there pressed him to stay and eat there. After this, he always broke his 
journey for a meal when he passed that way. She said to her husband, ‘Look, 
I am sure the man who is constantly passing our way must be a holy man of 
God. Let us build him a small room and put a bed in it, and a table and a 
chair and a lamp. Whenever he comes to us he can rest there. 

 
Thursday (Dorothy Day) 
It was the custom in the first generation of Christians that a room was kept 
ready in the house for any stranger who might ask for shelter; not because 
the stranger reminded them of Christ, but because—plain and simple—he 
was Christ. It would be foolish to pretend that it is always easy to 
remember this. If everyone were holy and handsome, with “alter Christus” 
shining in neon behind them, it would be easy to see Christ in everyone. If 
Mary had appeared in Bethlehem clothed with the sun, a crown of twelve 
stars on her head and the moon under her feet, as St. John says, then 
people would have fought to make room for her. But that was not God’s 
way for her, nor is it Christ’s way for himself, now when he is disguised 
under every type of humanity that treads the earth. 
 

Scripture (Matthew 10:40-42) 
Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. Anyone who welcomes a prophet because 
he is a prophet will have a prophet’s reward; and anyone who welcomes an 
upright person because they are upright will have the reward of an upright  
person. If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones because he is a disciple, then in truth I tell you, they will not go without 
their reward. 
 
 
 
 



 
 


