
Friday (A New Catechism) 
Beneath the surface each of us contains within us the history of sin and 
grace. This is what lies deepest: the harshness, the scandal, the 
indifference, the unbelief, the despair, the hatred, to which God responds 
again and again with grace. Time and time again he has renewed his gift to 
us of the Holy Spirit. This is the true dimension of the history of goodness. 
It is the history of the power of sin and the greater power of grace. If there 
is anything to mark out those who have tried to live out the life of Jesus in 
the ranks of humanity, it is the fact that they have been penetrated with the 
sense of their own insufficiency and of the glory of God. 
 

Scripture (Matthew 11:27-30) 
Jesus exclaimed, ‘Yes, Father, that is what it pleased you to do. Everything 
has been entrusted to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except 
the Father, just as no one knows the Father except the Son and those to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me all you who labour and 
are overburdened, and I will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 

  
 Detailed discussion notes from a Scripture group’s thoughts on the 
readings for this Sunday, trying to answer the questions below are 
available at www.sthelenscrosby.org.uk. Go to ‘prayer’, then ‘Thinking 
outside the pew’. 
Q1 Is an ‘end to all war’ prophecy realistic? 
Q2 Did Jesus fail? 
Q3 Why didn’t Jesus let everyone in on the secret?  
Q4 Can Christians sit back and take it easy? 
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14th Week of Ordinary Time 

  A guide to discipleship: think ‘donkey’. 
A reasonable first reaction to reading the prophecy about the end of all wars, (Zechariah 

9:9-10) would be one of joy and longing, but would a reasonable second reaction be ‘but 

it’s never going to happen’? I realised that I read it as an idealistic passage which I 

could not see being fulfilled, given the human history of constant wars.  

A more detailed reading showed I was making two mistakes here: firstly, failing to 

believe that God’s power is greater than the power wielded by earthly kingdoms, (the first 

part of the chapter makes clear that it is God who achieves the victory which makes 

banning war possible); secondly, by looking to the future, over the horizon, I am failing 

to live in the present age. Zechariah was looking to a time when an earthly king would 

rule over a kingdom of peace, (riding on a donkey, rather than a horse sends this clear 

signal). This king would reign because he was humble and lived in God’s ways. It is also 

worth knowing that in the book of Zechariah, Jerusalem was key to establishing this 

reign. 

We see all of this being fulfilled in Jesus from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday: God’s 

Kingdom was established and the reign of peace began.   

The most obvious response to this is ‘So what went wrong? Has Jesus failed?’ 

If we find it difficult to see the Kingdom present in our troubled world, we are in good 

company. In Matthew 11:16-24, Jesus is glad that God has hidden it from the learned 

and clever and revealed it to ‘mere children’. At first, this sounds as though God picks 

and chooses who is ‘in’, and that he has something against learning and clever people. It 

is interesting to note, though, that at the beginning of this chapter, even John the Baptist 

isn’t sure about Jesus, asking, ‘Are you the one who is to come?’ 

Obviously, Jesus wouldn’t exclude John, but the Kingdom is hidden from him. Perhaps 

it is because he clearly expected God’s Kingdom to come with punishment and ‘the axe 

being laid to the tree’, not the healing and preaching which Jesus tells John to look at. 

John, and the learned and clever, have to leave behind their own ideas and, like Jesus, 

learn to humbly walk the way of obedience to God, even if it doesn’t make sense. 

Children are ideal disciples because they are generally more enquiring and have less 

preconceived ideas to ‘unlearn’, but also, in Jewish society then, they had no status: they 

were not subject to the Law. 

The rabbis spoke of the ‘yoke’ of the Law, which the Pharisees made burdensome with 

its many, interpretations and with a punishing, stern God behind it all. Jesus invites 

people to leave this behind and accept his yoke which is lighter because it is so much 

simpler: love God and love neighbour, (lighter in the sense of a doctor telling a heavy 

smoker ‘It’s easy to get rid of your cough: stop smoking’.) 

Disciples must first learn humility. They are to carry Jesus’ yoke, not their own, which is 

difficult for the learned and clever, for those who think they know how things should be 

done. Jesus established the kingdom as John had expected, but until John could see that 

the donkey, not the chariot and the bow, was the way, he would fail to see how Jesus was 

the One who was to come.   

Dom Helder Camara was asked how he could always be so positive and Christ-centred  

in the face of such difficulties said, ‘I remember that I am the donkey, not Jesus. If we 

can have this constantly in mind each day, the Kingdom will be revealed.  Martin Bennett 



Monday (Oscar Romero) 
The Kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is beyond our vision. We 
accomplish in one lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise 
that is God’s work. Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of 
saying that the kingdom always lies beyond us. This is what we are about. 
We plant the seeds that will one day grow. We water the seeds already 
planted, knowing that they hold the future promise. We lay foundations that 
will need further development. We provide yeast that produces effects far 
beyond our capabilities. What we do may be incomplete, but it is a 
beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to 
enter and do the rest. We may never see the end results, but that is the 
difference between the master builder and the worker.  
 

Scripture (Ephesians 1:3-5, 7-11) 
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with the spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ. He chose us in Christ before 
the world was made to be holy and faultless before him in love, marking us 
out beforehand to be adopted children, through Jesus Christ. Such is the 
richness of the grace which he has showered on us in all wisdom and 
insight. He has let us know the mystery of his purpose, according to his 
good pleasure which he determined beforehand in Christ, for him to act 
upon when the times had run their course: that he would bring everything 
together under Christ, as head, everything in the heavens and everything on 
earth. And it is in him that we have received our heritage, marked out 
beforehand as we were, under the plan of the One who guides all things. 

 
Tuesday (Fr. Richard Rohr) 
All false religion proceeds in a certain sense from one illusion: people say, 
“Thy Kingdom come” out of one side of their mouth, but they don’t out of 
the other side say, “My kingdom go.” It happens, when we try to have both 
these kingdoms reign, when we say that the Lord is Lord of our lives, but in 
fact we are lord of our own lives. When Jesus is not the Lord of our lives, 
we will most assuredly lord it over one another. That attitude has resulted 
in the domination, competition and success agenda of western civilisation. 
 

Scripture (2 Corinthians 5:17-19) 
For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation: the old order is gone 
and a new being is there to see. It is all God’s work; he reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and he gave us the ministry of reconciliation. I mean, 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not holding anyone’s 
faults against them, but entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

 

Wednesday (Cardinal Newman) 
The Christian has a deep, silent, hidden peace. We can bear ourselves; we 
can (as it were) joy in our selves, for it is the grace of God within us, it is 
the presence of the eternal comforter, in which we joy. We can lay our 
head down at night and know that God has been all things to us, and that 
nothing is not ours which God could give us. More thankfulness, more 
holiness, more of heaven we need indeed, but the thought that we can 
have more is not a thought of trouble but of joy. 
 

Scripture (Philippians 4:4-7) 
Always be joyful, then, in the Lord; I repeat, be joyful. Let your good sense 
be obvious to everybody. The Lord is near. Never worry about anything; but 
tell God all your desires of every kind in prayer and petition shot through 
with gratitude, and the peace of God which is beyond our understanding will 
guard your hearts and thoughts in Christ Jesus. 

  

Thursday (Carlo Carretto) 
The peace promised by Jesus communicates to the soul such a sense of 
‘new life’, such a ‘chaste joy’ despite the tremendous trials. At bottom, what 
is the real difficulty of living on earth? Is it not surmounting pain, fear, 
illness, old age, death? Well if we have found something which enables us 
to overcome these negative aspects of our earthly pilgrimage, which helps 
us to smile through our tears, to hope even as we decline, to be certain of 
life even in death, we have experienced in ourselves the victory brought by 
Christ. God communicates his love, and by living this love of his we live in 
him and share in his ‘victory’ during our struggle on earth.  
 

Scripture (Hebrews 12:1-2) 
With so many witnesses in a great cloud all around us, we too, then, should 
throw off everything that weighs us down and the sin that clings so closely, 
and with perseverance keep running in the race which lies ahead of us. Let 
us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who leads us in our faith and brings it to 
perfection: for the sake of the joy which lay ahead of him, he endured the 
cross, disregarding the shame of it, and has taken his seat at the right hand 
of God’s throne. 
 
  

 
 
 


