
Friday (General Synod of the Anglican Church in Canada) 
Making plans does not produce vision. Seeking a fresh vision is a spiritual 
quest that involves living in ambiguity, waiting on God, dying to old ways, 
letting the Spirit blow where it will and being resurrected to face a new day 
in a new way. Grasping a vision requires “letting go” and being open to 
transformation. Making plans without waiting for the prophetic voice will 
result in restructuring of what is and not transformation. 
 

Scripture (Romans 12:1-2) 
Think of God’s mercy, brothers and sisters, and worship him, I beg you, in a 
way that is worthy of thinking beings, by offering your living bodies as a holy 
sacrifice, truly pleasing to God. Do not model your behaviour on the world 
around you, but let your behaviour change, modelled by your new mind. This 
is the only way to discover the will of God and know what is good, what it is 
that God wants, what is the perfect thing to do. 

  
  
  
 A group meet each week to discuss the readings. If you would like a copy 
of the discussion notes, please go to www.sthelenscrosby.org.uk Click on 
‘prayer’, then ‘Thinking outside the pew.  We considered the following 
questions: 
Q1 How can a well-intentioned Peter be doing Satan’s work? 
Q2 What kind of God sends his son to die? 
Q3 Do those chosen by God lose their free will? 
Q4 What does ‘pick up your cross’ mean in our age? 
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22nd Week of Ordinary Time 

        Give us this day our daily cross 
Fulfilling his role as prophet has brought Jeremiah nothing but trouble and abuse. Not 

for the first time, he has had enough, (Jer. 20:7-9). His bitter and direct complaints are 

not about the way people treat him:  he is livid with God who, Jeremiah is quite clear, 

has duped him. The imagery is very clearly one of the stronger, ‘smooth talker’ seducing 

the innocent and gullible weaker partner. Jeremiah has a good case: when he received 

his calling, God had promised that Jeremiah would “root up and tear down, build and 

plant”, but all he has done is the first part, which has not gone down well with the 

powers that be, and there seems to be no prospect of the positive part ever happening. 

God also told Jeremiah, “Do not be afraid of confronting them, for I am with you to 

rescue you.” In his crisis of faith, Jeremiah is finding that hard to believe. If I apply 

Jeremiah’s often used image of God’s relationship with his people being like a marriage 

to his situation, this is a blazing row and the marriage is in trouble.  

Despite his anger, Jeremiah’s complaint ends on a note of confidence in God, even 

though he can’t understand what God is up to and he knows that God is very much in 

control. He has actually tried to break off the relationship a number of times, but there is 

a ‘fire burning in my heart.’ which he cannot extinguish nor restrain. His confidence 

and the ‘fire’ suggests that Jeremiah is not passive, nor is it an abusive relationship. His 

calling spoke of something much bigger than him: he was sharing God’s passion for the 

human race. Without it, life would be devoid of meaning. 

When the disciples made the breakthrough and recognised Jesus as the Messiah and the 

Son of God, Jesus’ needed to prepare them to share in his great work of establishing 

God’s Kingdom for all mankind. It soon becomes clear that the relationship will be the 

same as for Jeremiah: Peter’s first lesson is to learn to submit completely to the will of 

God, (Matthew 16: 21-27). Jesus knows the whole picture: he will suffer, die and, after a 

short while, rise again. Peter, though, only hears part of this – the suffering – and, 

naturally, wants to prevent this. This is more than simply saving a friend from being 

killed: as Peter has lived all his life waiting for the Messiah who is supposed to come in 

glory and establish God’s kingdom, he would hear Jesus’ talk of death as talk of failure. 

By promising to prevent God’s way being fulfilled, Peter is actually doing the work of 

Satan, as Jesus points out in no uncertain terms: the rock has quickly become a 

stumbling block. (I suspect we have a summary of what was a very heated row).  

When Jesus said they must ‘take up their cross’, the focus is on the obedience to God 

rather than the suffering: Jesus would show complete obedience and humans would 

inflict the suffering in response. He could have saved his life but would have lost 

something far greater in abandoning his mission. His disciples had already made a free 

choice to follow him in response to his call – kindling the fire within. Obedience to God 

would allow him to work through them as co-workers in his passion for humanity.  

Whilst I may not be ‘in Gethsemane’ or facing persecution, there will be occasions in 

daily life when I can take up the cross in obedience to the promptings of the Spirit to be a 

part of this work. I may well disobey my instincts for comfort, or to be well thought of; I 

may ‘rock the boat’ and encounter opposition and ridicule, perhaps even have to give up 

time and money.  But these offer the very limited happiness of the ‘quiet life’. To obey 

God is to be involved in something much bigger.   Martin Bennett 



Monday (Tolstoy, from Resurrection) 

Nekhlyudov  remembered how he had once meditated on his life and tried 
to solve the questions, what he ought to do and how he ought to do it; and 
he remembered how he had been unable to decide them, so many were 
the considerations in each. He now put to himself the same questions, and 
was astonished how simple it all was because he now took no thought of 
what would happen to himself. He thought “the whole meaning of the work 
which is carried out by our life is dark to me and cannot be made 
intelligible. To understand the whole work of the Master is not in my power; 
but to do his will, written in my conscience, that is in my power. 
 

Scripture (Mk. 14:32-37) 
When they came to Gethsemane, Jesus took Peter, James and John with 
him, and he began to feel terror and anguish. And he said to them” My soul 
is sorrowful to the point of death. Wait here and stay awake.” Going a little 
further, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that if it were possible, 
this hour might pass him by. “Abba, Father, “he said “For you everything is  
possible. Take this cup away from me. But let it be as you, not I would have 
it. 

 
Tuesday (St. John of the Cross) 
To practice virtue you should be constant in your religious observance and 
in obedience without any concern for the world, but only for God. In order 
to achieve this and to avoid being deceived, you should never set your 
eyes on the satisfaction or the dissatisfaction of the work at hand as a 
motive for doing it or failing to do it, but on doing it for God. Thus you must 
undertake all things, agreeable or disagreeable, for the sole purpose of 
pleasing God through them. 
 

Scripture (1John 2:15-17) 
Do not love the world or what is in the world. If anyone does love the world 
the love of the Father finds no place in him, because the disordered desires 
of the world and pride in possession are not from the Father but are from 
this world. And the world with all its disordered desires is passing away. But 
whoever does the will of God remains for ever.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday (Fr. Richard Rohr.) 
When one attempts to live the reign of God in this world, one comes to 
know the cross through misunderstanding, difficulty, privation, persecution. 
The affluent and unpersecuted churches of the North have abandoned the 
life of the cross and pursued happiness and survival in this world. The 
cross is our salvation. It makes us holy. It frees us and liberates us for God 
and the great picture. It “opens the gates of heaven” by closing off our 
loyalties to hell. Through the cross, Jesus paid the price, not so we would 
not have to but so that we would in fact know that there is a price for truth 
and love: everything. 
 

Scripture ( Mt. 16:21-24) 
 Jesus began to make it clear that he was destined to go toJerusalem and 
suffer grievously, to be put to death and to be raised up on the third day. 
Peter started to rebuke him, saying “Heaven preserve you, Lord, this must 
not happen to you.” But Jesus turned and said to Peter “Get behind me  
Satan! You are an obstacle in my path, because you are thinking not as God 
thinks but as human beings do.” The he said to his disciples “If anyone 
wants to be a follower of mine, let them renounce themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me.”  

 
Thursday (Pelagius) 
We contradict the Lord to his face when we say: it is hard, it is difficult; we 
cannot, we are only human; we are encompassed with fragile flesh. O 
unholy audacity! We charge the God of all knowledge with a two-fold 
ignorance, that he does not seem to know what he has made nor what he 
has commanded, as though, forgetting the human weakness of which he 
himself is the author, he imposed laws upon us which we cannot endure. 
 

Scripture (Jeremiah 20:7-9) 
You have seduced me, Lord, and I have let myself be seduced; you have 
overpowered me: you were the stronger. I am a daily laughing-stock, 
everybody’s butt. Each time I speak the word, I have to howl and proclaim: 
“violence and ruin!” The word of the Lord has meant for me insult, derision, 
all day long. I used to say, “I will not think about him, I will not speak his 
name any more.” Then there seemed to be a fire burning in my heart, 
imprisoned in my bones. The effort to restrain it wearied me, I could not bear 
it. 
  

 


