
Friday (A Carthusian) 
We must recognise the loving Will of God in all that happens. We have only 
to say Thy will be done and everything we offer to God becomes clothed 
with his own goodness and majesty. It is the very essence of God himself, 
who is Love. We do not know how to reach the end of God’s love - it has 
no end! Always see in him a need to give himself, for that is his very 
essence - Love, the gioft of self. This, then, is what God wants of us, and 
we acknowledge this when we say thy will be done. That is also why such 
a prayer covers the whole range of our failings and  
miseries. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 145:6-9,17-19) 
They will speak of your awesome power, and I shall recount your greatness. 
They will remember your great generosity and joyfully acclaim your saving 
justice. The Lord is tenderness and pity, slow to anger, full of faithful love. 
The Lord is generous to all, his tenderness embraces all his creatures. 
Upright in all that he does, the Lord acts only on faithful love. He is close to 
all who call upon him, all who call on him from the heart. He fulfils the 
desires of all who fear him, he hears their cry and saves them. 
 
A group of us meet each week to discuss the readings. F you would like to see the 
notes of our discussion, please go to www.sthelnescrosby.org.uk click on ‘Prayer’, 
then ‘Thinking outside the pew’ – or email me.  
The questions which arose included 

Q1 Is God’s generosity to others fair to me? 
Q2 God is generous to a fault with our faults. Is this responsible behaviour? 
Q3 If God is so forgiving, what stops people changing? 
Q4 Who do we, the church, hire and who do we reject?  
 
PS Pope Francis’ powerful statement that the Eucharist is ‘not a prize for the 
perfect but a powerful medicine and nourishment for the weak.’ proved to be 
controversial.  In the light of this week’s Gospel, should it have been? 
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25th Week of Ordinary Time 

   What do people have to do to be welcome as members of the church?  
The Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard, (Mathew 20:1-16) is a good illustration of 

the difference between my ways and God’s ways. If I had worked hard all day was paid 

the same as those who had only worked the last hour, I’m sure I’d be grumbling: I’ve 

worked longer and harder, so the owner should reward me more than those who have 

come later and done less? Compared to others, I’ve earned more 

The owner reminds the grumbling workers that they are being paid what had been 

agreed as fair. If they were to step and see things from the owner’s point of view, they 

might stop grumbling. If he had paid each worker pro rata, those working for only an 

hour would go home hungry. The owner would certainly have been able to get away with 

paying less, but he is clearly a generous man whose focus is on what other people need.  

As this is a vineyard parable, Jesus’ Jewish audience would immediately think of the 

covenant between God and themselves, the chosen people. As they had been part of the 

Covenant since Abraham, they were clearly the ones who had worked longest. They 

would also realise that Jesus is telling them that the latecomers – gentiles and sinners – 

were also welcome in God’s Kingdom and would be treated the same as they were.  

This parable, then, invites us to live according to God’s way of thinking and acting 

which, as Isaiah teaches in chapter 55, are very different to our ways.  

Isaiah 55: 1-13 is a joyful passage, full of God’s joy and generosity, which many of us 

find so troubling. His invitation to the banquet is to all. Anyone who wants to come is 

welcome, the only condition is that they are ‘thirsty’, i.e. are longing to find God. The 

good news is that he isn’t remote, nor is he only available to the learned and the clever; 

nor is he only available in the Temple: he is near. It appears that he won’t be available 

for ever, (‘call to him while he is still near’), but this can’t be because he is about to 

leave, (an infinite God can’t go away!). The nearness is evident only while people thirst, 

whilst they seek: this is why Jesus worries so much about the rich, about those who are 

certain of their own goodness – they no longer know their own need of God, so he 

becomes a remote part of their lives.   

Being clear that the wicked and evil are also most welcome is where it becomes clear that 

our ways are not God’s ways. Shouldn’t they have to prove they are sorry? Show ‘firm 

purpose of amendment?’. As far as God is concerned, all they have to do is to abandon 

their way of thinking and their way of acting. Many people think this is being too soft on 

wrongdoing, but if  a person wants to change, the best way to help them is to let them 

know it is worth leaving old ways behind, that there is a much better alternative.  

A key question in the Gospel is ‘Why are you standing idle?’ They had been wanting to 

work – they were waiting at the crossroads where hiring was done – but nobody had 

hired them. Presumably they had been rejected because they didn’t look strong enough, 

or they had a poor reputation, or the hirers chose people from their own clan or any of 

the many other criteria by which we judge people as worthy. Just as the Jewish audience 

had to struggle with this new understanding of God, so do we as followers today. It is 

worth recognising that the workers wanted to work, but needed to be invited. Do we wait 

for people to come and join, or do we go out to them? De we give signals that they are 

welcome if…, or do we let them know they are welcome now. Do we, in short, think in 

God’s way or our way?      Martin Bennett 



Monday (A New Catechism) 
Humanity has never existed except as the race of people into which Jesus 
was to come or has come. Even in the most barbarous society past or 
present, man has always been a fellow-man of Jesus, the Son of God. A 
newly born child has been ushered into a world where redemption is at 
work. From the very beginning the baby is called into the friendship of 
Christ. And as for adults, no matter how morally bankrupt a life may be, no 
matter how much evil there is, no one is excluded from the call of the good 
God. 
 

Scripture (Matthew 20: 11-16) 
When those who had worked all day were paid what they had been promised 
they took the money but grumbled at the landowner saying “ The men who 
came last have only done one hour, but you have treated them the same as 
us, though we have done a heavy day’s work in all the heat.”. The landowner 
said “My friend, I am not being unjust to you; did we not agree on one 
denarius? I choose to pay the latecomer as much as I pay you. Why should 
you be envious because I am generous?”  

  

Tuesday (Julian of Norwich) 
The love of God most high for our soul is so wonderful that it passes all 
knowledge. No created being can know the greatness, the sweetness, the 
tenderness of the love that our Master has for us. By his help and grace, 
therefore, let us in spirit stand and gaze, eternally marvelling at the 
supreme, single-minded, surpassing, incalculable love that God, who is 
goodness, has for us.  
 

Scripture (Isaiah 55:6-9) 
Let the wicked abandon their ways, and the evil ones their thoughts. Let 
them turn back to Yahweh who will take pity on them, to our God who is rich 
in forgiveness; for my thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are 
not my ways, declares Yahweh. For the heavens are as high above earth as 
my ways are above your ways, my thoughts above your thoughts. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday (Fr. Richard Rohr.) 
The greatest act of faith is to believe that God loves you, even in your 
nakedness, poverty and sinfulness. But human beings think that we have 
to earn God’s love. We work for it and, by doing good things for God, think 
we are going to get God’s blessing in return. This is Jesus-and-me religion. 
It is not New Testament. It ends up being a self-centred morality of self-
perfection and discipline. 
 

Scripture (Luke 15:28-32) 
When the elder son found that his father was celebrating the return of the 
younger son, he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 
began to urge him to come in; but he retorted to his father “all these years I 
have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never 
offered me so much as a kid to celebrate with my friends. But this son of 
yours, when he comes back after squandering all your money, you kill the 
calf we have been fattening.” The father said “ My son, you are with me 
always and all I have is yours. But it was only right we should celebrate 
because your brother here was lost and is found.” 
  

Thursday (Thomas Merton) 
Some people are virtuous enough to forget that they are sinners without 
being wretched enough to remember how much they need the mercy of 
God. It is possible that some who have led bad lives on earth may be 
higher in heaven than those who appear to be good in this life. What is the 
value of a virtuous life, if it be without love and without mercy? Love is the 
gift of God’s mercy to human sorrow, not the reward of human self-
sufficiency. 
 

Scripture (Romans 3:21-24) 
God’s saving justice was witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, but now it 
has been revealed altogether apart from the Law: God’s saving justice given 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. No distinction is made: all 
have sinned and lack God’s glory, and all are justified by the free gift of his 
grace through being set free in Christ Jesus. 
  

 

 

 

 


