
Friday (Dorothy Day) 
It was in Chicago as a child, living in tenements, that I had my first glimpse 
of supernatural beauty, in Mrs. Barrett, mother of Kathryn and six others 
who lived upstairs. It was around ten o’clock in the morning that I went to 
call for Kathryn. There was no one on the porch or in the kitchen. The 
breakfast dishes had all been washed. Thinking the children must be in the 
front room, I burst in and ran through the bedrooms. In the front  
bedroom, Mrs. Barrett was on her knees saying her prayers. She turned to 
me to tell me all the children had gone to the store and went on with her 
praying. And I felt a warm burst of love towards her that I have never 
forgotten, a feeling of gratitude and happiness that still warms my heart 
when I remember her. She had God, and there was beauty and joy in her 
life, in her sordid little tenement flat. 
 

Scripture (Ps. 84:1-2, 4-5,10-12) 
How lovely are your dwelling places, Lord. My whole being pines for 
Yahweh’s courts, my heart and my body cry out for joy to the living God. 
How blessed are those who live in your house, who find their strength in 
you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. Better one day in your courts than 
a thousand at my own devices. Yahweh refuses nothing to those whose life 
is blameless. Blessed is the one who trusts in you. 

  
  
 If you would like to read more detailed notes from our discussion group about 
these readings please go to www.sthelenscrosby.org.uk Click on ‘Prayer and find 
us under ‘Thinking outside the pew. 
Some of the questions we considered were: 
  

Q1 Where and when is the banquet? 
Q2 Why would you not go to the banquet? 
Q3 Are we expected to drop everything?  
Q4 How do I get thrown out of the banquet? 
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28th Week of Ordinary Time 

   Your invitation to the banquet. RSVP daily. 
When the chief priests and elders reject God’s invitation to the wedding feast, (Mt. 22:1-

14), it is clear that they are rejecting God. As the invitation also comes to us, it is 

important for us to understand what the invitation is to and why they reject it.  

For many years, I read this was an invitation to heaven which awaits us after death. This 

was perhaps partly because the idea of a joyful feast where Death has been destroyed 

and there will be no more tears (Isaiah 25:6-10) is often (rightly) used at funerals. 

Isaiah’s focus, though, was much more down to earth. The joyful scene follows God 

humbling powerful nations who had been oppressing Israel – the period in which the 

downtrodden people had put their hope in God ‘in whom we hoped for salvation’. 

This passage is about God’s kingship on earth is the beginning of the representation of 

the Messianic age, when God has established his reign on earth, as a banquet. 

When Jesus uses the same theme, he is aware that this time is imminent. It could be 

argued that this invitation was unfair: having rejected the first one, the people would not 

expect another call, especially an urgent one which said, ‘The food’s ready, where are 

you?’ The farmers and the business people were doing good things in providing for their 

families and possibly providing employment and couldn’t be expected to ‘drop 

everything’.  

The point Jesus is making in the urgency of the invitation is that the Kingdom is 

imminent, (he knows his death isn’t far off.). The chief priests and elders, though fit into 

a long line of Israelites who reject the prophets, unable or unwilling to heed their call 

because they are so full of their own agendas. 

One problem I have is that we are now living in the Kingdom established by Jesus, yet I 

still carry on with my daily life. Does this parable mean that I am supposed to leave 

everything? The answer is ‘no’:  I’m called to be a disciple, not an apostle. My ‘living in 

the Kingdom’ is to be done in daily life: as the risen Jesus is everywhere, that is where 

the invitation to the King’s banquet is to.  

Perhaps the eviction of the unwelcome guest gives the clue. Clearly this wasn’t because 

he violated a dress code – none of the people invited at the crossroads would be likely to 

be going about their daily lives dressed for a wedding on the off chance they are 

suddenly invited. All responded, yet only he wasn’t ‘dressed’: the wedding garment 

represents the attitude and behaviour expected of the guests. He hadn’t changed, i.e. 

repented, and was there as an onlooker who wasn’t involved, (perhaps because he 

thought all these sinners and foreigners shouldn’t be there?). Being a member of the 

Kingdom is a matter of living as a disciple, listening to the promptings of the Spirit.  

I can think of some examples when Jesus accepted the invitation when he could have 

said he was too busy, or he had other important (and good) things to do. These might be 

at turning points in his life (after his Baptism he went to pray and fast rather than 

‘getting on with it’; Gethsemane was a time when he was seriously tempted to decline the 

invitation), or in the course of his daily life, (when he got up before dawn to pray and 

kept moving through the towns to preach rather than ‘building on his success’ of curing; 

when he stopped his busy day to care for the insignificant widow at Nain). These 

examples show that we don’t have to abandon our daily lives; we have to make sure that 

we can hear and are free to respond to God’s call.             Martin Bennett 



Monday (From the Spiritual Exercise of St. Ignatius) 
There are three types of person who wish to be free enough to  
follow God’s call wherever it may lead. The first keep saying that they 
would like to stop being so dependent on things which get in the way of 
giving their life unreservedly to God, but never actually take any steps; the 
second type would rather work harder, or fast, or pray more—anything 
rather than face the problem which is holding them back. They act as 
thought they are negotiating with God; the third type strive to be in balance 
ready to move in any direction that the call of God may lead. Their whole 
desire and choice is for whatever seems better for the service of God. 
 

Scripture (Philippians 4:11-13,18-20) 
I have learned to manage with whatever I have. I know how to live modestly 
and how to live luxuriously too: in every way now that I have mastered the 
secret of all conditions—full stomach and empty stomach, plenty and 
poverty. There is nothing I cannot do in the One who strengthens me. And 
my God will fulfil all your needs out of the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. 
And so glory be to God our Father for ever and ever, amen. 

 

Tuesday (John Main, OSB) 
We have to realise that when we talk about ‘our prayer’ we are really 
talking about our disposing ourselves for the full liberation of the life of the 
Spirit within us. That is why we pray to the degree that we turn away from 
ourselves, from the possessive self-consciousness and trivial 
distractedness of everything we sum up in the word ego. The call of Jesus 
to ‘leave everything behind’ is easily muted or compromised. Most often it 
is just postponed. We are ‘too busy’, or the work we are doing is just at this 
moment too important. It is also easier to drift into reverie rather than to 
‘stay awake and pray’, or into self-conscious reflection than opt for the still, 
alert simplicity of being who and where we are. 
 

Scripture (Romans 12: 2,10-13) 
Let the renewing of your minds transform you, so that you may discern for 
yourselves what is the will of God. In brotherly love let your feelings of deep 
affection for one another come to expression and regard others as more 
important than yourself. In the service of the Lord, work not half-heartedly 
but with conscientiousness and an eager spirit. Be joyful in hope,  
persevere in hardship; keep praying regularly. Share with any of God’s holy 
people who are in need; look for opportunities to be hospitable. 

  
 
 

Wednesday (Jean Vanier) 
To enter a new covenant and belong to a new people, a community with 
new values, we have to leave another people - those with whom we have 
lived - with other values and other norms: wealth, possessions, social 
prestige or whatever. This passage from one people to another can be a 
very painful uprooting. Many do not achieve it because they do not want to 
choose or to cut themselves off from their old life. They keep a foot in each 
camp and live a compromise. To enter into covenant you have to eliminate 
certain values and adopt new ones. 
 

Scripture (Mt.22:2-7) 
Jesus said “The Kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
feast for his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to call those who had been 
invited, but they would not come. Next, he sent more servants. ’Tell those 
who have been invited,’ he said’ ‘that I have my banquet all prepared.’  But 
they were not interested: one went off to his farm, another to his business 
and the rest seized his servants, maltreated them and killed them. The king 
was furious. 
  

Thursday (St. Teresa of Avila) 
If God sees that after he has set the kingdom of heaven within the soul, it 
turns to this world, not only will he desist from revealing to it the mysteries 
of his kingdom, but he will only show it the former favours at rare intervals 
and for a short time. I believe that the reason why there are not more 
spiritual persons is that they do not respond worthily by their actions to this 
signal grace by preparing to receive it again. As they withdraw their will 
form the Lord and centre it on worldly things, he seeks other souls whose 
love for him is so fervent that he can grant them even more sublime 
favours. 
 

Scripture (Ps. 119:1-8) 
How blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the Law of 
Yahweh! Blessed are those who observe his instructions, who seek him with 
all their hearts, and, doing no evil, who walk in his ways. You lay down your 
precepts to be carefully kept. May my ways be steady in doing your will. 
Then I shall not be shamed if my gaze is fixed on your commandments. I 
thank you with a sincere heart for teaching me your upright judgements, I 
shall do your will. 
  

 
 
 
 


