
Friday (Dorotheus of Gaza. 6th. Century) 
Imagine a circle marked out on the ground. Suppose that this circle is the 
world, and that its centre is God. Leading from the edge of the circle to the 
centre are a number of lines, and these represent the paths that we can 
follow. In their desire to come closer to God, the saints move along the 
lines towards the middle of the circle, so that the further they advance, the 
nearer they approach both to God and to one another. The closer they 
come to God, the closer they come to on another; and the closer they 
come to each other, the closer they come to God. Such is the nature of 
love.  
 

Scripture (Acts 2: 42, 44-46) 
The converts remained faithful to the teachings of the apostles, to the 
brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and to the prayers. And all who shared 
the faith owned everything in common; they sold their goods and 
possessions and distributed the proceeds among themselves according to 
what each one needed. Each day, with one heart, they regularly went to the 
Temple but met in their houses for the breaking of bread; they shared their 
food gladly and generously; they praised God and were looked up to by 
everyone.  
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2nd Week of Easter 

Who knows I believe in the resurrection? 
As the Easter season develops, the dramatic impact of the resurrection - and the reason 

for it - unfolds. Jesus finds the apostles locked in a room afraid, dejected and no doubt 

wondering where it all went wrong, (John 20:19-31).  As they had abandoned Jesus, they 

would not have heard his words on the cross, (“It is accomplished”) which seemed to be 

last words but, in the light of Easter Sunday, were clearly words of victory. Their fear is 

turned to joy, but Jesus’ greeting, ‘Peace be with you’, is not a ‘happy ending’: Jesus 

immediately commissions them to go out into the world to continue his work. 

Acts 2:42-47 gives us an insight into the apostles doing just this, instructing the converts 

and working signs and miracles. These details make clear the continuity of Jesus’ work 

in the apostles: they are not simply ‘obeying orders’ or ‘doing things the way Jesus used 

to do them’: Jesus is with them. The summary of the early church is a vivid and dynamic 

picture of what membership of the church meant: to be faithful to the teachings of the 

apostles; to live and act as a member of a community; be faithful to the breaking of the 

bread and to prayer. This is, as far as I can see, an outline of Sunday Mass: the faithful 

meeting together, hearing the Word of God, sharing the Eucharist and being 

commissioned to go out and witness to the Gospel 

The early Christians were noted for their joy and generosity and were looked up to by 

everyone. It may be that this describes a ‘honeymoon period’ but the fervour and the joy, 

the transformation of ordinary lives, cannot be seen as anything less than a 

wholehearted response to the presence of the risen Jesus. Does the connection to Sunday 

Mass, and to parish life, still hold good when I think of my daily life?  

The second half of the John 20:24-29 provides an essential link between the appearance 

of Jesus in bodily form to the apostles and the ability of the early converts in Acts to 

‘believe without seeing.’ Thomas is often unfairly labelled ‘doubting Thomas’ as though 

he was somehow different from the other apostles, (and, for that matter, from how I 

would have responded). When Jesus appeared to the other ten, they had already heard 

the news from Mary Magdala, but clearly had not believed her evidence offers, so Jesus 

offers them his hands and side – the same evidence Thomas demanded.  

It is the eight days in between which is key: there must have been several intense 

arguments, no doubt angry at times, as the ten tried to convince Thomas. No doubt he 

knew something had happened; no doubt he trusted them as friends, yet still he could not 

believe. The key difference was that Jesus had breathed on the ten, saying ‘receive the 

Holy Spirit.’. At a human level, Thomas could not understand what happened whereas 

the other apostles were led to understanding by the Spirit – the same Hoy Spirit we 

received at Confirmation and is present ‘blowing where he will’.  

This being true, then the joy is ours, and so is the commission. If I am not like the 

members of the early church going about my life in a way which is looked up to by 

everyone as a life which is joyful and liberated, then perhaps I am like Thomas waiting 

for ‘proof’ instead of responding to - taking seriously – the presence of the risen Jesus. 

Easter is, or should be, a way of life, not a historical event. It is clear from the hardships 

mentioned in 1Peter 1:3-9 that this new life will not be without problems, but it should, 

be lived confidently, with joy and wholeheartedly, with the risen Jesus.    Martin Bennett 



Monday  (St. John of the Cross) 

The soul gains and profits when in a new way it receives some betterment. 
It usually does so in a manner it least understands and thus ordinarily 
thinks it is getting lost. Indeed it is getting lost to what it knew and tasted, 
and going by a way which it neither tastes nor knows. To reach an 
unknown land and journey along unknown roads, travellers cannot be 
guided by their own knowledge; instead they seek the guidance of others. 
Obviously, they cannot reach new territory or attain this added knowledge if 
they do not take these new and unknown roads and abandon those familiar 
ones. 
 

Scripture (John 20:19-29) 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were 
closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus 
came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ and, after 
saying this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled 
with joy at seeing the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 
As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ Eight days later, the disciples 
were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, 
but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you,’ he said. Then 
he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me 
your hand; put it into my side. Do not be unbelieving any more, but believe.’ 
Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe 
because you can see me. Blessed are those who have not seen yet believe.’ 

 
Tuesday (C.S.Lewis) 
And now we begin to see what it is that the New Testament is always 
talking about. It talks about Christians ‘putting on Christ’; about Christ 
‘being formed in us’; about our coming to ‘have the mind of Christ.’ Put right 
out of your head the idea that these are only ways of saying that Christians 
are to read what Christ said and try to carry it out. They mean that a real 
person Christ, here and now, in every room where you are saying your 
prayers is doing things to you, really coming and interfering with your very 
self; killing the old natural self in you and replacing it with the kind of self he 
has.  

Scripture(Colossians 2:6,7,9-10) 
So then, as you received Jesus as Lord and Christ, now live your lives in 
him, be rooted in him and built up on him, held firm by the faith you have 
been taught, and overflowing with thanksgiving. In him, in bodily form, lives 
divinity in all its fullness, and in him you too find your own fulfilment. 
  

 

Wednesday (Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh) 
Worship to me means a relationship. You cannot teach worship to 
someone who has not got a sense of the living God; you can teach them to 
act as though they believed, but it will not be the spontaneous attitude 
which is real worship. I would ask you to treat God as a neighbour, as 
someone, and value this knowledge in the same terms in which you value 
a friend. One of the reasons why communal worship or private prayer 
seems to be so dead or so conventional is that the act of worship, which 
takes place in the heart communing with God, is too often missing. Every 
expression is only an expression of what is essential, namely, a deep 
silence of communion. 
 

Scripture(1Peter 2:4-5,9) 
He is the living stone, rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious 
to him; set yourselves close to him so that you, too, may be living stones 
making a spiritual house as a holy priesthood to offer the spiritual sacrifices 
made acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. You are a chosen race, a 
kingdom of priests, a holy nation, a people to be a personal procession to 
sing the praises of God who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light.  
 
Thursday (2nd Vatican Council – “The Church”) 
So it is that this messianic people, though it does not include all people and 
may more than once look like a small flock, is nonetheless a lasting and 
sure seed of unity, hope and salvation for the whole human race. 
Established by Christ as a fellowship of life, charity and truth, it is also used 
by him as an instrument of redemption for all, and is sent forth into the 
whole world as the light of the world and the salt of the earth. 
 

Scripture (John 15:12-16) 
This is my commandment: love one another, as I have loved you. No one can 
have greater love than to lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends, 
if you do what I command you. I shall no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business; I call you friends, because I 
have made known to you everything I have learned from my Father. You did 
not choose me, no, I chose you; and I commissioned you to go out and bear 
fruit, fruit that will last. 
  

 

 


