
Friday (Thomas a Kempis) 
Christ speaks to the disciple: St. Paul did whatever lay within his power to 
bring instruction and salvation to others, but even he could not escape 
being misjudged and despised by others. Accordingly he trusted himself 
wholly to God, who knows all things, and used the shield of patience and 
humility against the unjust accusations, empty lies and vain boasts of his 
detractors. Why should you fear mortals? Today they are here; tomorrow 
they are gone for ever. Keep God always before you, and do not engage in 
bitter controversies. Even if for the present you seem to suffer defeat and 
undeserved disgrace, raise your eyes to me  in heaven, for I have power to 
deliver you from all shame and wrong. 
 

Scripture (Isaiah 55:7-9) 
Let the wicked man abandon his way, and the evil one his thoughts. Let him 
turn back to Yahweh who will take pity on him, to our God, for he is rich in 
forgiveness. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not 
my ways, declares the Lord. For the heavens are as high above the earth as 
my ways are above your ways, my thoughts above your thoughts. 
 
 
 
 
 

For notes from a Scripture group's discussion of these readings, answering 
the following questions, please go to www.sthelenscrosby.org.uk. Click on 
'Prayer', then 'Thinking outside the pew' 
 
Q1 Does Jesus teach about God as 'judge' or 'Abba'? 
Q2 Can you 'spot the darnel'? 
Q3 If God is so good, why does he allow evil to flourish? 
Q4 What about hell?  
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16th Week of Ordinary Time 

      Power corrupts. Absolute power cares completely. 
When I think about God’s omnipotence, I find I fairly quickly think about how I would 

use such power, (for the good of all, naturally) - a sort of ‘if I were you’ advice session to 

God. I would be especially keen to sort out the suffering in the world and those who 

cause it.  Perhaps this would answer one of the difficult questions Christians are often 

faced with: 'If God is so good and powerful, why does he allow this evil to happen?' 

God’s omnipotence is the background to the explanation of God’s actions in Wisdom 12, 

where he has shown what appears to be far too much leniency to the deeply sinful 

Canaanites who surely deserve a good smiting, or so God’s people seem to think when 

wondering why he is so hesitant in dealing with them. Humans might hesitate because 

they are afraid of the Canaanite’s power, or for fear of offending someone of influence, 

but Wisdom points out that there is no one to whom God is accountable and no one who 

has his power. His patience contrasts with the actions of the godless in Wisdom 2 who, 

because they are aware of their mortality and frailty, abuse the strength that they have. 

Because his power is supreme, nothing could ever disturb his equilibrium, nothing can 

change him from being an all-loving God whose will is always to bring life, a little  like a 

parent who can sit out the fury of a toddler’s tantrum with a good humoured tolerance 

whilst still being firm when needed. Always he gives the opportunity for repentance—for 

his children and their enemies because to God, all that he has created is good and is 

loved by him because his spirit is in everything.  

This is the approach of the Sower in the Parable of the Wheat and Darnel, (Mt 13:24-43) 

and contrasts with the response of the workers . They are surprised to find darnel where 

only wheat was sown, and their instinct is to rush to tear it out. This would strike a chord 

with the early Christians who would have expected 'evil' to have been vanquished now 

that the Kingdom of God had been established, and helps us to understand how the 

Kingdom grows in God's way and at his pace, in the world as it is.  

It is significant that darnel looks very like wheat until they are almost fully grown. The 

sower is right, therefore, to restrain the impulse of the workers, since they may well tear 

up wheat by mistake. This is the reality of 'evil', which is only rarely obvious and 

monstrous. When Jesus explains that wheat represents subjects of the Kingdom and 

darnel subjects of the evil one, we have to recognise, firstly, that nobody is 'all wheat' or 

'all darnel'.  On any given day, all of us have 'patches' of our lives which respond to God 

and which turn away. Also, there are times in our lives when we are led by fear or 

inexperience or flaws in our character: only God can recognise what is evil and what is 

good. 

The power of God means there is no need for him to arrive “all guns blazing”, or to force 

out any opposition. From small beginnings, God knows that growth is assured, (Parable 

of the Mustard Seed). God does not use force but gradually 'infects' and changes what is 

there, (Parable of the Yeast). 

As with Wisdom, Jesus is not pointing to a remote future but teaching us how we should 

view the rather mixed world we live in, and our role in it. We are not here to isolate 

ourselves from the world, nor to condemn anyone; we are to be part of the growth by 

pointing to, and modelling, God's life-changing forgiveness.     Martin Bennett 
Monday (The Talmud) 



An aged man, whom Abraham hospitably invited into his tent, refused to 
join him in prayer to the one spiritual God. Learning that he was a fire-
worshipper, Abraham drove him from his door. That night God appeared to 
Abraham in a vision and said “I have borne with that ignorant man for 
seventy years; could you not have patiently suffered him one night? 

 

Scripture (Wisdom 12:13,16-19) 
There is no God, other than you, who cares for everything, to whom you 
might have to prove that you never judged unjustly. Your justice has its 
source in strength, and your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all. 
You show your strength when your sovereign power is questioned and you 
confound any insolence in those who do not know it; but, disposing of such 
strength, you are mild in judgement, you govern us with great lenience. By 
acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people, how the virtuous must 
be kindly to others, and you have given your children the good hope that 
after sin you will grant repentance. 
  
Tuesday (Dietrich Bonhoeffer) 
Above all we should avoid getting absorbed in the present moment, and 
foster that peace of mind that springs from noble thoughts, measuring all 
things by them. Alas, there are so few who are capable of it, and that is 
what makes it so hard to put up with our fellow human-beings. It is 
weakness rather than wickedness that degrades a person, and it needs 
profound sympathy to put up with that. But all the time God still reigns in 
heaven. 
 

Scripture (Romans 2:1-4) 
So no matter who you are, if you pass judgement you have no excuse. It is 
yourself that you condemn when you judge others, since you behave in the 
same way as those you are condemning. When you judge those who behave 
like this while you are doing the same yourself – do you think you will 
escape God’s condemnation? Or are you not disregarding his abundant 
goodness, tolerance and patience, failing to realise that this generosity of 
God is meant to bring you to repentance? 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday (St. Teresa of Avila) 

Before prayer, endeavour to realise whose presence you are approaching 
and to whom you are about to speak, keeping in mind whom you are 
addressing. If our lives were a thousand times as long as they are we 
should never fully understand how we ought to behave towards God, 
before whom the angels tremble, who can do all he wills, and with whom to 
wish is to accomplish. Ought we not to rejoice in these perfections and to 
learn to know him and what our lives should be? Why should I be 
prevented from knowing who this man is, who is his Father, what are the 
riches he promises to endow me with? 

 

Scripture (Psalm 86:5-10,15-16,18) 
Lord, you are kind and forgiving, rich in faithful love for all who call upon 
you. Among the gods there is none to compare with you, no great deeds to 
compare with yours. All nations will come and adore you, Lord, and give 
glory to your name. For you are great and do marvellous deeds, you, God, 
and none other. You, Lord, God of tenderness and mercy, slow to anger, rich 
in faithful love and loyalty, turn to me and pity me. My enemies will see to 
their shame that you, Lord, help and console me. 
 
Thursday (John Main, OSB) 
Reality stretches far beyond the frontiers of our limited experience and in 
time we come humbly to realise that a greater whole actually contains our 
experience. Dogmatism, fundamentalism, rigidity, the closed mind or heart, 
are signs of an attempt to avoid the challenge to be continually sensitive to 
the unfolding of our destiny and to co-operate with it. Whatever befalls us, 
the divine perspective is a redeeming reality because all possible human 
experience, every kind of reality, has been shot through with Christ’s 
redeeming love. 
Scripture (John 3:11-12,14-17) 
Jesus said, ‘In truth I tell you, we only speak about what we know and 
witness only to what we have seen and yet you people reject our evidence. If 
you do not believe me when I speak about earthly things, how will you 
believe me when I speak about heavenly things? The Son of man must be 
lifted up so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. For this 
is how God loved the world: he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish, but may have eternal life. For God sent his 
Son into the world not to judge the world, but so that through him the world 
may be saved. 
  

 
 


