
Friday (Bede Griffiths) 
The church was originally a community of the Spirit. People who received 
the gift of the Spirit dedicated their lives to prayer. Neither serving nor 
preaching is good if you are not praying. If you have not got Christ within, 
you cannot give him to others. You can put words and doctrines before 
people, but that is not preaching the Gospel. It is only when you have the 
Gospel and Christ within that you can communicate it to others. 
 

Scripture(Galatians1:11-15) 
Now I want to make it quite clear that the Gospel that was preached by me 
was no human message. It was not from any human being that I received it 
but it came to me through a revelation of Jesus Christ. You have surely 
heard how I lived in the past and how there was no limit to the way I 
persecuted the church of God. But God, who had set me apart from the time 
when I was in my mother’s womb, called me through his grace and chose to 
reveal his Son in me so that I should preach him to the gentiles.  

  
 

 

 

 If you would like a copy of the notes from a discussion about these 

readings, considering the following questions, please go to 

www.sthelenscrosby.org.uk Click on ‘Prayer’, then ‘Thinking outside the  

Q1 What is the biggest problem for leaders: success or weakness? 
Q2 Did Peter have the right leadership credentials? 
Q3 What authority was given to Peter? 
Q4 What did Jesus have in mind: an office or a church?  
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21st Week of Ordinary Time 

        Success is the problem, not weakness 
The character Shebna is in an immensely powerful position, but is going to be sacked by 

God, (Isaiah 22:19-23). There doesn’t seem to be any obvious case of ‘power corrupts’,  

as his ‘crime’ detailed earlier in the chapter is that he had hewn a hewn a tomb for 

himself in the rock. Whilst he might be guilty of arrogance, wanting a place in history 

hardly seems a sacking event. However, this pride is a symptom of what has made him an 

unfit leader of the House of David. Having worked his way up to a position of power, he 

believes it is due to his own skills and strength; he has forgotten that God is the source of 

his – and all – power. This is also suggested elsewhere in that it becomes clear that 

Shebna is very influential in urging the king to form an alliance with the king of Assyria, 

rather than relying on God. Clearly, though, his strength and power count for nothing: 

God will remove him and give his position, and all his authority, to Eliakim, who God 

describes as his servant. The power of control over who enters and who is barred from 

the House of David is an indication not only of the amount of power which goes with the 

job, but also that he is to be an important leader in the history of God’s people.  

The appointment of a suitable leader of the early church is a key turning point for Jesus, 

(Matthew 16:13-20). The apostles’ answers to ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ 

suggest that nobody thinks that Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah. We might expect the 

apostles to know, having seen him walk on water, raise the dead to life, feed 5,000 etc, 

but the wandering carpenter’s son does not come close to the expectations they had 

grown up with. Peter’s answer that Jesus is not only the Messiah but also the Son of the 

living God is a huge breakthrough. Significantly, Jesus does not say ‘Simon, you are 

clearly very clever to work this out – that qualifies you to be leader’; he says, ‘you are 

blessed.’ It is God who has revealed this to Simon, it is not from any human source: 

being chosen by God qualifies him to be the rock on which the church will be built. 

Giving Peter the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven shows that the community which will be 

built on him (his faith) will be key to building God’s Kingdom on earth, (Matthew uses 

Kingdom of heaven where Mark and Luke use Kingdom of God.). The three aspects of 

‘binding’ and ‘loosing’ tell us about this work. It is a term used in exorcism, to ind the 

devil and loose people from his power, showing that Peter (and in chapter 18, the 

community) is given even greater than the underworld and its power of sin and evil 

which, prior to Jesus, was the power which dominated the world. It is also the power to 

exclude or accept people into the community, which will be of particular significance as 

the church expands after the Resurrection. Thirdly, it refers to Pater’s authority to make 

definitive statements on what is authentic teaching. 

Clearly, then, he is being entrusted with a huge responsibility and power. If he had to go 

before an interview panel, no doubt his lack of theological training, his lack of 

experience in leadership and his rather impetuous nature would rule him out of such an 

important post, but none of these matter compared to being chosen by God. As such, he 

is less likely to make Shebna’s mistake of forgetting where the power came from. 

The readings are not just about individuals; they are about God’s people—the church. 

We must be careful not judge ourselves, nor be misled by, ‘success’ in the eyes of the 

world, which would lead us to forgetting our dependence on God. And our role in 

building the kingdom.  We are servants      Martin Bennett 



Monday (Cardinal Basil Hume) 
False prophets in our time are the siren voices which help to create an 
atmosphere, a way of thinking. There is a growing realisation that our 
Western society has lost its direction and is losing confidence in the guides 
who have led from one disaster to another. I sense that people everywhere 
are longing for a new direction. That should not surprise us, for people are 
made for God. Without God human life remains an enigma. The deepest 
hopes and desires of the human heart remain unfulfilled. 
 

Scripture (Matthew 16:13-17) 
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to 
his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of man is?’ And they said, ‘Some 
say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said, ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter 
spoke up and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ Jesus 
replied, ‘Simon, son of Jonah, you are a blessed man! Because it was not 
flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now 
say to you: you are Peter and on this rock I will build my church.’ 

  

Tuesday (Jon Sobrino, SJ) 
I want to say of Archbishop Romero that he believed in God just as Jesus 
did. As with Jesus, to be in communion with God, to speak with God and to 
speak about God meant above all for Romero making God’s will real and 
effective. Like Jesus he sought and found God’s will in the minutiae of 
everyday life as in life’s most profound and significant  moments. He never 
made of God’s will something trivial or routine. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 89:15-16, 20-21,24,26) 
How blessed the nation that learns to acclaim you! They will live, Lord, in the 
light of your presence. In your name they rejoice all day long, by your saving 
justice they are raised up. I have found David my servant, and anointed him 
with my holy oil. My hand will always be with him, my arm will make him 
strong. My constancy and faithful love will be with him, in my name his 
strength will be triumphant. He will cry to me “You are my Father, my God, 
the rock of my salvation.” 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday (H.Butterfield, ‘History and Human Relations’) 
One of the most solemn facts in all history – one of the most significant for 
anyone who cares to ponder over it – is the fact that Jesus Christ was not 
merely murdered by hooligans in a country road; he was condemned by 
everything that was most respectable in that day, everything that pretended 
to be most righteous – the religious leaders, the authority of the Roman 
Government, and even the democracy itself which shouted to save 
Barabbas rather than Christ. 
 

Scripture (Dt. 9:12-13,17-18) 
When you have eaten all you want, when you have built fine houses to live 
in, when you have seen your silver and gold abound and all your 
possessions grow great, do not become proud of heart. Beware of thinking 
to yourself “My own strength and the might of my own hand have given me 
the power to act like tis.” Remember Yahweh your God; he was the one who 
gave you strength to act like this. 

  

Thursday (Jean Vanier) 
The people who carry final authority in a community are always, in a sense, 
alone. This loneliness is their cross, but it is also the guarantee of 
presence, light and the strength of God. That is why they, more than 
anyone else in the community, must have time to be alone with God. It is in 
these moments of solitude that inspiration is born in them and they will 
sense what direction to take. They must have confidence in these 
intuitions, especially if they are accompanied by a deep peace. 
 

Scripture (Ephesians 2:7-10) 
God raised us up with Christ to show for all ages to come, through his 
goodness towards us in Christ Jesus, how extraordinarily rich he is in grace. 
Because it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith, not by 
anything of your own but by a gift from God; not by anything you have done, 
so nobody can claim the credit. We are God’s work of art, created in Christ 
Jesus for the good works which God has already designated make up our 
way of life. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


