
Friday (Thomas a Kempis) 
In all things, have regard to the end, and in what fashion you will stand 
before a strict judge, to whom nothing is hidden. The patient person who, 
suffering wrongs, is more upset over another’s malice than the harm done 
to themselves, who prays gladly for their adversaries, forgiving their faults 
from the heart, who is not slow to ask the pardon of others, who is quicker 
to pity than to anger, has a great and healthy source of cleansing 
 

Scripture (Luke 6:27,-38) 
Jesus said, “I say this to you who are listening: Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat 
you badly. Be compassionate just as your father is compassionate. Do not 
judge and you will not be judged, do not condemn and you will not be 
condemned; forgive and you will be forgiven, because the standard you use 
will be the standard used for you.” 
 
  
A group of us meet each week to discuss the readings.  If you would like to 
read the detailed notes from our meeting, please email me or visit 
www.sthalenscrosby.org.uk.  Click on ‘Prayer’, then ‘Thinking outside the pew. 
Some questions which arose: 
Q1 How can the sinned against become the sinner? 
Q2 Does our behaviour change God’s behaviour? 
Q3 Are there any limits on how I often I forgive or on who I forgive? 
Q4 If we forgive too quickly or too often, won’t this undermine authority and the                                                                    
rules? 
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24th Week of Ordinary Time 

            Forgive. Forgive again. Keep going 
When Ezekiel turns to how we should react when we are wronged, (Ez. 27:30 – 28:7), he 

is clear that if there is anger and resentment, the sinned against becomes the sinner, 

which seems to be unfair. If someone is wronged or hurt, (especially if that someone is 

me!), surely anger and resentment are natural? Ezekiel is not, however, talking about 

the initial, instinctive reaction: he says that the sinner is master of anger and resentment, 

i.e is in full control of these emotions. The sin is harbouring and nurturing anger, rather 

than working to forgive. 

This is not just a matter of cohesion in the community. How we treat others is how we 

can be expected to be treated by God. Whether God forgives or doesn’t depends on 

whether we forgive / don’t forgive.  Some people object to this, saying that if God is 

infinite, he shouldn’t be changeable, which is to act like us finite humans.  

If we consider human relationships, though, a different interpretation becomes clear. 

For example, if one person in a relationship is completely self-centred and abusive, 

always putting themselves first, they will interpret any selfless act as weakness rather 

than seeing it as love. Parents will have experienced times when their children are 

consumed by rage and anger and respond to every reasonable, loving gesture with ‘You 

hate me!’ This suggests that if we don’t cultivate forgiveness, mercy and compassion, 

then, we are unlikely to recognise and respond to it when we meet it in God. His 

forgiveness and mercy is always there, but we aren’t always open to it. 

Ezekiel, urges us to deal with being wronged from God’s perspective, leaving any final 

judgement to him who understands a person’s heart far more than we can.  

Jesus makes living by God’s standard of forgiveness an essential part of being one of his 

followers. Peter’s question, ‘How often must I forgive my brother?’ aims high, ( 7 being 

associated with perfection or completeness), but Jesus essentially says, ‘as often as he 

wrongs you,’ i.e. take God’s forgiveness as your measure. 

The trouble is, from our human perspective, God’s forgiveness is extravagant to the 

point of being ridiculous. In the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant, (Mt. 18:21-35) the 

servant owes a sum which would take at least one sizeable lottery win to pay off. When 

the king orders him (and family and possessions) to be sold he is simply enforcing the 

law – he is acting justly. His actions, though, are motivated by mercy. He doesn’t relent a 

little and impose a stiff repayment plan with penalties for defaulting; he says ‘Oh, just 

forget it. Your debt’s cancelled’. Surely this is risky. Won’t other servants think they can 

‘get away with it?’ If you make an exception, won’t everyone think  the rules don’t 

matter? And besides, the servant hasn’t done anything to doesn’t deserve such 

generosity, as treatment of his fellow servant soon shows. 

This is the key point of the parable. When the king says, ‘I cancelled your debt. Weren’t 

you bound, then, to cancel your fellow servant’s?’, the answer has to be ‘Not really’. 

After all, the first servant was applying the law, just as the king had initially. According 

to human ways, he was acting fairly, but Jesus had started the parable with ‘the 

Kingdom of heaven may be compared to…’. In other words, he was preparing his 

followers – individually and as a community – to live in the Kingdom, by God’s rules. 

God never stops loving the sinner offering as many fresh starts as needed. We, 

asindividuals and as a church, are to do the same.    Martin Bennett 



Monday (Pope Paul VI) 

A love of reconciliation is not weakness or cowardice. It demands courage, 
nobility, generosity, heroism, an overcoming of oneself rather than one’s 
adversary. In reality it is the patient, wise art of peace, of loving, of living 
with one’s fellows, after the example of Christ, with a strength of heart and 
mind modelled on his. 
 

Scripture (Col. 3:12-14) 
As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom he loves, you are to be 
clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility, gentleness and 
patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a 
complaint against another. The Lord has forgiven you, now you must do the 
same. 

 
Tuesday (from the website of St. Anne and St. Bernard, Liverpool) 
You are welcome.... 
WHOEVER you are: young, old, black, white, asylum seeker, immigrant, 
gay, lesbian, tearaway, rebel, stranger… 
You are welcome.... 
Whatever your situation: sick, healthy, unmarried, married, co-habiting, 
single parent, poor, rich, unemployed, employed, homeless, HIV/AIDS, 
disabled, bereaved, widowed, lapsed Catholic… 
 Whatever your experience: divorced or re-married, hurt by the Church, 
depressed, fearful, unforgiven, rejected… 
 Whatever you wish to leave behind you: alcoholism, paedophilia, child 
abuse, prostitution, drug pushing, drug addiction, gambling, murder, 
adultery, wife/husband battering, pornography, abortion, coercing into 
abortion, thieving, burglary, vandalism, violence... 
You are always very welcome 
 

Scripture (Matthew 18:21-26) 
Peter said, ‘How often must I forgive? As often as seven times?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times.    
The Kingdom of Heaven may be compared to a king who decided to settle 
his accounts with his servants. When the reckoning began, they brought him 
a man who owed ten thousand talents; he had no means of paying, so his 
master gave orders that he be should be sold, along with his wife and 
children and all his possessions. At this, the servant threw himself down at 
his master’s feet, saying, ‘Be patient with me and I will pay the whole sum.’ 
The servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he let him go and cancelled 
his debt. 
 

Wednesday (Reinhold Niebuhr) 

Forgiving love is a possibility only for those who know they are not good, 
who feel themselves in need of divine mercy, who know that the 
differences between the good person and the bad person are insignificant 
in God’s sight. 

Scripture (Psalm 103:8-10) 
Yahweh is tenderness and pity, slow to anger and rich in faithful love; his 
anger does not last for ever, nor his resentment remain for all time; he does 
not treat us as our sins deserve, nor repay us as befits our offences. As high 
as heaven is above the earth, so strong is his love for those who fear him; as 
far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our sins. As tenderly 
as a father treats his children, so Yahweh treats those who fear him; he 
knows what we are made of, he remembers that we are dust. 
  

Thursday  (C.S.Lewis) 
In the creed we say “I believe in the forgiveness of sins”. We believe that 
God forgives us our sins; but also that he will not do so unless we forgive 
other people their sins against us. No part of his teaching is clearer, and 
there are no exceptions to it. He doesn’t say we are to forgive other 
people’s sins providing they are not too frightful, or providing there are  
extenuating circumstances. We are to forgive them all, however spiteful, 
however mean, however often they are repeated. 
 

Scripture (Ecclesiasticus27:30 - 28:7) 
Resentment and anger, these are foul things, and both are found with the 
sinner. Whoever exacts vengeance will experience the vengeance of the 
Lord, who keeps strict account of sin. Pardon your neighbour any wrongs 
done to you, and when you pray you will be forgiven. If anyone nurses anger 
against another, can they then plead for their own sins? Remember the last 
things and stop hating. Remember the commandments and do not bear your 
fellow ill-will; remember the covenant of the Most High and overlook the 
offence. 

 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


