
Friday (Evelyn Underhill) 
The riches and beauty of the spiritual landscape are not disclosed to us in 
order that we may sit and contemplate the glorious view. Our place is not 
as spectators in the auditorium but on  the stage - or, as the case may be, 
the field, the workshop, study - because we ourselves form part of the 
creative apparatus of God. He has made us in order to use us, and use us 
in the most profitable way; for his purpose, not ours. Sometimes our 
position seems to be that of tools; taken up when wanted, used in ways 
which we had not expected for an object on which our opinion is not asked. 
 

Scripture (1 Samuel 3:3-10) 
Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord where the ark of God was, 
when the Lord called “Samuel! Samuel!” He answered, “Here I am.” Then he 
ran to Eli and said, “here I am, since you called me.” He replied, “I did not 
call you, my son; go back and lie down.” Samuel had as yet no knowledge of 
the Lord. The third time the Lord called and Samuel went to Eli, Eli 
understood that it was the Lord who was calling the boy, and he said to 
Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if someone calls say, ‘Speak, Lord, your 
servant is listening.”  The Lord called as he had before, and Samuel said, 
“Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.” 
Samuel grew up and the Lord was with him. 
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ps  please adapt to your situation / community 

 

“We always find it more acceptable to have God speaking to us directly rather than 

through our wives! But we may learn a great deal by listening to what He says to us 

through them.”               P. Tournier             
 

 

 

 

2
nd

 week of Ordinary Time 

  God works in Ordinary ways 
The two characters we meet in the readings this week have hugely significant parts in 

God’s plans for the Israelites in the case of Samuel, and in Jesus’ plans for the Christian 

community in the case of Peter. When reading about the call of these two immense 

characters, there is always the temptation to wonder how I would react if I was called in 

this way. The answer, I have to admit, is to feel a mixture of hope or a sense of 

insignificance that he doesn’t.  

Both these reactions come from having a very limited understanding of ‘vocation’, and 

of failing to read the passages carefully enough. My vocation is to be a disciple, not an 

apostle or a great leader – and these passages show that God relies on both.  

Samuel ‘has no knowledge of God’ and clearly doesn’t recognise when God speaks to 

him, mistaking his voice for Eli’s, (1 Samuel 3:3-19). This is rather strange in the light 

of the previous chapter where we discover that Eli is old, has displeased God and is now 

growing blind and his soul is ‘withering.’ In short, he is a frail and flawed servant of 

God. Given these human limitations, I’m a little surprised that Eli isn’t much more 

severe with the boy who keeps disturbing him in the night. To his credit, and a sign of his 

faith in God and willingness to serve, Eli is patient which allows him to discern that it is 

God that the boy is hearing. His next step was, I think, crucial. He could so easily have 

felt it his responsibility, (and privilege), as the priest to be present and to guide the boy 

when God called again. Instead, he gives wise advice and then keeps out of the way. His 

stepping aside and his advice – say ‘speak, Lord, your servant is listening’ – allows God 

to be the one in charge.  

John’s account of Peter’s call, (John 1:35-42) and identifying by Jesus as a key part of 

his plans is more complex than the Synoptic accounts because Peter’s introduction 

depends on a chain of other people playing their part. John the Baptist points out Jesus 

as the ‘Lamb of God’, the one who will be the great leader (using the Passover Lamb and 

Isaiah’s Suffering Servant imagery). Unlike the synoptic Gospels where Jesus 

approaches the four, here Jesus is passing, which gives a sense of decision time for 

John’s disciples: to stay with what they know and has worked so well for them, or to 

move into the unknown. Already, there are two links in the chain, and both could have 

become blocks rather than links: John might reasonably have felt that he should be at 

the head of his disciples following Jesus rather than stepping aside and pointing the way 

for them, and the two disciples might have waited to know more and weigh up their 

options before coming to a decision. Instead, they follow Jesus to see where he lives, i.e. 

to take their place with him. The chain is completed when Andrew goes to fetch Peter to 

come and meet Jesus, with the remarkable insight ‘We have met the Messiah.’ 

By considering the role of the other characters, I learn a lot about discipleship and its 

role in God’s plans. Given that Jesus immersed himself in our lives at his Baptism, it 

seems likely that it is in our lives he will speak to us, through other people and in 

ordinary situations.  

This also means that he may well speak through me to others. This week, if I ‘proclaim 

the Gospel with my life’, I won’t be Peter or Samuel, but I may be Eli or John or Andrew 

in being the link in the chain which brings others to Jesus. Equally, I might break the 

chain. Discipleship is God’s way of sharing his work with each of us. Martin Bennett 



Monday (Fr. Michael Ivens, SJ) 
God comes to us in the real, and the ways of decision do not allow the 
deliberate neglect of any reality that might bear on a specific choice. A 
person making a decision in faith must be open to all relevant immediate 
reality. St. Ignatius emphasises that a ‘good and sound’ decision requires 
two conditions, namely a previous disposition of availability to God’s word 
and the discernment of what is in fact more pleasing to God in my case. 
We must prepare for a Christian life lived according to a spirituality 
characterised precisely by the concern to integrate the decisions of life into 
our relationship with God. 
 

Scripture (John 1: 35-39) 
As John stood there again with two of his disciples, Jesus went past, and 
John looked toward him and said “Look, there is the Lamb of God.” And the 
two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus. Jesus turned round 
and said “What do you want?” They answered “Where do you live?” He 
replied “Come and see”; so they went and saw where he lived, and stayed 
with him the rest of that day.  

  

Tuesday (John Henry Newman) 
Let us not seek for signs and wonders; for clear or strong or compact or 
original arguments; but let us believe; evidence will come after faith as its 
reward, better than before it as its groundwork. Faith listens for the notes of 
heaven, the faint voices or echoes and it thinks them worth all the louder 
sounds of cities or schools of men. 
  

Scripture (Deuteronomy 30:11-14) 
For this Law that I am laying down for you today is neither obscure for you 
nor beyond your reach. It is not in heaven so that you need to wonder “who 
will go up to heaven and bring it down for us so that we can hear and 
practise it?” Nor is it beyond the seas so that you need to wonder “who will 
cross the seas and bring it back to us so that we can hear it and practise it?” 
No, the word is very near to you, it is in your mouth and in your heart for you 
to put into practice.” 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday (Jean Vanier) 
Very often, we look for ‘great’ moments or beautiful and ecstatic 
celebrations. We forget that the best nourishment which renews us and 
opens our hearts, is in the small gestures of fidelity, tenderness, humility, 
forgiveness, sensitivity, and welcome which make up everyday life. It is 
these which can bring us to a realisation of love. It is they which touch 
hearts and reveal gifts. A community which has a sense of work well done, 
quietly and lovingly, humbly and without fuss, can become a community 
where the presence of God is profoundly lived. 
  
Scripture ( Micah 6:8) 
You have already been told what is right 
And what the Lord wants of you. 
Only this, 
To act justly, 
To love tenderly, 
And to walk humbly with your God. 
  

Thursday (Dietrich Bonhoeffer) 
Christians always see others as brethren to whom Christ comes; they meet 
them only by going to them with Jesus. The disciple can meet the non -
disciple only as one to whom Jesus comes. Here alone Christ’s fight for the 
soul of the unbeliever, his call, his love, his grace and his judgment come 
into its own. Discipleship does not offer us a vantage point from which to  
attack others; we come to them with an unconditional offer of fellowship, 
with the single-mindedness of the love of Jesus. 
 

Scripture (John 1:40-42) 
One of John’s disciples who became followers of Jesus after hearing what 
John had said was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. Early next morning, 
Andrew met his brother and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ - 
which means the Christ - and he took Simon to Jesus, Jesus looked hard at 
him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John; you are to be called Cephas - 
meaning Rock. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


