
Friday (Nicholas Berdyaev) 
The life and destiny of the least human being has an absolute meaning in 
respect of eternity; each person’s life and dignity are everlasting. For that 
reason we may not do away with a single human creature; we must 
consider the divine image and likeness in everyone. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 98) 
Sing a new song to Yahweh, for he has performed wonders. 
Yahweh has made known his saving power, revealed his saving justice for 
the nations to see. The whole wide world has known the saving power of our 
God. Acclaim Yahweh, all the earth, burst into shouts of joy! Let the sea 
thunder and all it holds, the world and all who live in it, for he is coming to 
judge the earth; he will judge the world with saving justice and the nations 
with fairness. 
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6th Week of Easter 

              You are invited to be a friend. So are ‘the other lot’. 
When Peter says, “The truth I have now come to realise”, (Acts 10) he isn’t telling us he 

has worked something out; he’s reeling from a revelation given to him by God. It is, as 

Peter himself said when he Cornelius’ house, against all the religious rules he has lived 

by for Jews to mix with people of another race, but God ‘has made it clear that I must 

not call anyone profane or unclean.’ In telling Peter to go against the religious rule,, 

therefore, God has radically changed Peter’s lifelong understanding of who God is and 

his ideas about being a member of the Chosen People’.  

At first, I thought this must have been so hard for Peter, realising he’d been wrong all of 

his life, but this is me falling into the ‘right and wrong’ trap which is never far from 

religious beliefs. As the Gospels show, Peter had often struggled to grasp what Jesus had 

taught him before the cross and resurrection. Now the relationship has changed: now, 

with the Holy Spirit, Peter’s understanding of the Father has become the same as Jesus’ 

understanding.  

Jesus had promised this new relationship would happen during the Last Supper, when 

he said, ‘I call you friends because I have made known to you everything I have learnt 

from my Father.’ (John 15:9-17). There are times when I’ve been trying to piece things 

together, waiting for the penny to drop, and then suddenly ‘got it’, but Jesus was 

promising far more than this. His offer of friendship is part of the speech in which he 

says, ‘As the Father loved me, so have I loved you.’ 

I can feel comfortable with the idea of Peter, and the apostles, being loved so much, but 

when the author of 1 John says ‘everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God’, 

(where ‘knows’ means a deep experience of God), it becomes clear that being loved by 

God in the same way that Jesus is loved by God is freely offered to anyone. Surely that’s 

ridiculous? 

I think the answer has to be ‘yes! Wonderfully and extravagantly ridiculous!’ Jesus is 

fully aware of what is going to happen to him, and yet there is a sense of excitement and 

deep joy in what he tells his friends when he talks about remaining in the love that God 

has for him, of his joy being complete in them, of his disciples knowing all that he 

knows. If I don’t pick up this sense of excitement, it might be because I haven’t paid 

enough attention to the key words ‘love’, and ‘joy’. The love Jesus is talking about isn’t 

‘being nice’ or ‘kind’, it is the infinite, all consuming and powerful love of God, which 

created and is part of every part of our universe; the joy isn’t the ‘feeling happy’ sense 

we commonly use it in, but the deep and dynamic peace of knowing you are in God’s 

presence. As Jesus says, the initiative comes from him, (‘You didn’t choose me, I chose 

you’). The implications of this challenge much of what I have thought, (and probably 

still do more than I care to admit): I don’t earn being loved or the joy, either by good 

works or by religious observance. These are the fruits of being loved, of being part of the 

vine, fruits which don’t come from being a bit nicer or more caring but come from loving 

as Jesus loved – and allowing ourselves to be loved as Jesus loved.  

‘God has no favourites’ is a profound challenge because it refuses to allow us to put 

limits on God’s love. I’m not asked to earn it, much less to decide who else is worthy of 

it; I’m asked to be astonished by it and to enjoy it, to respond fully to being chosen and to 

recognise how God chooses people who are different. Martin Bennett 



Monday (A New Catechism) 
We must trust in the Spirit of God, who leaves nobody untouched, and 
concentrate on the truth and goodness which other religions and 
philosophies offer to all. And then they can also be helpful to us. The gleam 
of truth in another way of life can help Christians to gain a deeper and more 
vital conviction of Jesus’ truth. As St. Thomas Aquinas said “All truth, no  
matter by whom it is uttered, comes from the Holy Spirit.”  
Humanity’s groping quest for God is animated by God’s quest for us. 
 

Scripture (Acts 10:34-35,44-48) 
Then Peter addressed them, ‘the truth I have come to realise is that God has 
no favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears him and does 
what is right is acceptable to him.’ While Peter was still speaking the Holy 
Spirit came down on all the listeners. Jewish believers who had 
accompanied Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit should be 
poured out on gentiles too, since they could hear them speaking in strange 
languages and proclaiming the greatness of God. Peter himself then said 
‘Could anyone refuse the water of baptism to these people, now they have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ He then gave orders for them to be 
baptised in the name of Jesus. 
 

Tuesday (Henry Scougal, 1677) 
I must regret that so few understand what ‘religion’ means, some placing it 
in orthodox notions and opinions. Others believe if they live peaceably with 
their neighbours, observe the returns of worship and occasionally extend 
their hands to the relief of the poor, they think they have sufficiently 
acquitted themselves. Others again aim only to pray with passion and from 
thence assume a great confidence of their salvation. But those who are 
acquainted with religion disdain all those false imitations of it. They know 
by experience that true religion is a union of the soul with God, a real 
participation of the divine nature. 
 

Scripture (Wisdom 7:24-27) 
Wisdom is quicker to move than any motion; she is so pure, she pervades 
and permeates all things. She is a breath of the power of God, pure 
emanation of the glory of the Almighty; so nothing impure can find its way to 
her. For she is the reflection of the eternal light, untarnished mirror of God’s 
active power. She renews the world, and, generation after generation, 
passing into holy souls, she makes them into God’s friends and prophets; 
for God loves only those who dwell with wisdom. 

  
 

 

Wednesday (Anthony de Mello) 
A very religious-minded old woman was dissatisfied with all existing 
religions, so she founded one of her own. One day a reporter, who 
genuinely wanted to understand her point of view, said to her “Do you 
really believe that no one will go to heaven except you and your 
housemaid?” The old woman thought for a while and then replied “Well, I’m 
not so sure of Mary.” 
 

Scripture (Luke 18:9-14) 
Jesus said, ‘Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the 
other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood there and said, “I thank you, God, 
that I am not unjust, grasping, adulterous like everyone else, and particularly 
that I am not like this tax collector here. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes on all 
I get.” The tax collector stood some distance away, not daring even to raise 
his eyes to heaven; but he beat his breast and said, “God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner.” This man, I tell you, went home justified; the other did not. For 
anyone who raises himself up will be humbled, but anyone who humbles 
himself will be raised up.’ 
 

Thursday (Caryll Houselander) 
I had long been haunted by the Russian concept of the humiliated Christ, 
the lame Christ limping through Russia, begging his bread. Now, in the 
flash of a second, I knew that this dream is a fact; Christ in man. Christ in 
his perfect human nature, Christ in his risen glory and Christ in his need 
and his suffering on earth, are reconciled. We have the whole Christ. I 
knew too that since Christ is One in all, everyone is included in him; there 
can be no outcasts, no excommunicates, excepting those who 
excommunicate themselves—and they too may be saved, Christ rising 
from death in them. Christ is everywhere; in him every kind of life has a 
meaning and has an influence on every other kind of life. 
 

Scripture (John 15: 9-16) 
I have loved you just as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. If you 
keep my commandments you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and remain in his love. I have told you this so that 
my own joy may be in you and your joy be complete. This is my 
commandment: love one another, as I have loved you. No one can have 
greater love than to lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if 
you do what I command you. You did not choose me, no, I chose you; and I 
commissioned you to go out and bear fruit, fruit that will last. 

  
 
 


