
Friday (Julian of Norwich) 
In his love without beginning he made us, in the same love he protects us, 
and never allows us to be hurt in a way which would lessen our joy. When 
judgment is given and we are brought up above, then we shall see clearly 
in God the secrets now hidden from us. In that day not one of us will want 
to say, ‘Lord, if it had been done this way, it would have been well done.’ 
But we shall all say with one voice, ‘Lord, blessed may you be. For it is so, 
and it is well. And now we see truly all things are done as it was ordained 
before anything was made.’ 
 

Scripture (Job 38: 1-2,4,8-12) 
Then  from the heart of the tempest Yahweh gave Job his answer. He 
said:’Who is this obscuring my designs with his empty-headed words? 
Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundations? Tell me, since you are 
so well informed! Who pent up the sea behind closed doors when it leapt 
tumultuous from the womb, when I wrapped it in a robe of mist and made 
black clouds its swaddling bands; when I marked the bounds it was not to 
cross and made it fast with a bolted gate? Have you ever in your life given 
orders to the morning or sent the dawn to its post? 
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 Week of Ordinary time 

        Warning: Deep waters. Enter. 
I generally associate having a ‘strong faith’ with ‘unshakeable belief’: whatever life’s 

ups and downs, whatever temptations or pitfalls, fears or confusions that might derail 

me, my faith should help me to navigate the storms (with occasional falls, of course). 

This week’s readings suggest a strong faith should also lead into uncertainty and doubt.  

The book of Job deals with how his suffering, (prolonged, devastating and, above all, 

completely unjust) affects his faith in God. Job does not, as many people do, give up 

believing in God but neither does he meekly accept the usual explanations put forward 

by his learned and deeply religious ‘comforters’ who urge him to accept that ‘God knows 

best’ and ‘God is fair’. Instead, he becomes angry with God and demands answers. 

When God answers him (Job 38) it’s a gloves off, stand up row. God points out that to be 

in a position to criticise or explain his actions, Job would have had to be around at the 

start and have divine knowledge, i.e. know the whole picture. The extent of God’s power 

and knowledge is portrayed in the poetic imagery of the powerful and frightening sea as 

a baby springing ‘tumultuous from the womb’ and being wrapped in swaddling clothes 

by God. Job now realises that he can’t possibly know the mind of God: his conclusion 

that God is angry and vindictive was like a two year old’s tantrum at his parents for not 

doing things according to how he sees the world! 

The apostles are also out of their depth in more ways than one when they are with Jesus 

on the Sea of Galilee, (Mark 4:35-41). They set off in the boat taking Jesus ‘just as he 

is’, which keeps our focus on the person of Jesus. When the sudden storm breaks the 

they are not only terrified, but confused and no doubt angry at the sleeping Jesus: their 

‘don’t you care we are about to drown?’ sounds more like an accusation than a question. 

When Jesus calms the storm, they are even more afraid. According to commonly held 

beliefs, the sea was the home of evil spirits. Soothing this power and force with a word 

deeply disturbs the apostles – would you feel comfortable being in a small boat with such 

immense power, which surely only God has? Jesus doesn’t ask, ‘Why were you 

frightened?’, but why are you? which suggests to me that his ‘How is it you have no 

faith?’ is about faith in him.  

Their answer, ‘Who can this be?’ is one which will take them a long time to answer. It 

was one which the early church would also have to keep asking. In suffering persecution 

and ridicule must have lead to them asking God, angrily, ‘don’t you care people are 

dying and the church is about to be wiped out?’. Identifying with the apostles in the 

storm-tossed boat, they would also face the question, ‘Why so little faith?’ 

This seems harsh to me, but it does draw them back to ‘who is Jesus?’ If they truly have 

faith in him as the Son of God, they can put their trust in him and know that whatever is 

happening, God is still present, (which is very different from a faith which expects God 

to wave a wand and make all troubles go away).  

As a member of today’s Church in the affluent developed world, I am troubled by these 

readings. We too have to face the question, ‘Who is he?’, but if we ask it from a position 

of security and certainty, there is a danger that the answer will be drawn from existing 

knowledge and understanding. Both Job and the apostles were taken out of certainty and 

into difficulties, and their faith was shaken to the core, but this allowed them to be drawn 

out of their own incomplete understanding and into the mystery of God.  Martin Bennett. 



Monday (Cardinal Basil Hume) 
In Old Testament times the people of God, his chosen people, meditated 
on him and on his intervention in their affairs. We can learn about God from 
Old Testament writings, but our knowledge and understanding is limited. 
Our capacity to understand is itself small. In any case, in the person of 
Jesus Christ, true God and true man, we have translated for us into human 
terms facts about God which otherwise we would not know. God has had 
pity on our limitations. He has spoken to us through his son, the image of 
the invisible God. 
 

Scripture (John 14:8-11) 
Philip said “Lord, show us the Father and then we shall be satisfied.” Jesus 
said “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father, so how can you say “Show 
us the Father”? Do you not believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; What I say to you I do not speak of my own accord: it is the Father, 
living in me, who is doing his works. You must believe me when I say that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe it on the evidence 
of these works.” 

  
Tuesday (Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh) 
We may have understood a great deal about God from our own 
experience, from the experience of others, from the writings of the saints, 
from the teaching of the Church and from Scripture, but we must remember 
that he may at any time reveal himself in a way in which we have never 
perceived him, even within these general categories. God, at every stage, 
is for us partly known and partly unknown. He reveals himself, and thus far 
we know him, but we shall never know him completely, there will always be 
the divine mystery which we will never be able to penetrate. 
 

Scripture (Romans 11:33-36) 
How rich are the depths of God—how deep his wisdom and knowledge—and 
how impossible to penetrate his motives or understand his methods! Who 
could ever know the mind of the Lord? Who could ever be his counsellor? 
Who could ever give him anything or lend him anything? All that exists 
comes from him; Allis by him and for him. To him be glory for ever! Amen 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday (C.S.Lewis) 
Great prophets and saints have an intuition of God which is positive and 
concrete in the highest degree. Because, just touching the fringes of his 
being, they have seen that he is the plenitude of life and energy and joy. 
They have to pronounce that he transcends those limitations that we call 
personality, passion, change, materiality and the like. But when we come 
limping after and try to construct an intellectual or ‘enlightened’ religion, we 
take over these concepts and use them unchecked by any positive 
intuition, and the fatal pictures come in (an endless silent sea, an  empty 
sky beyond all stars) and we reach at last a mere zero and worship a 
nonentity. 
 

Scripture (Hebrews 1:1-3) 
At many moments in the past and by many means, God spoke to our 
ancestors through the prophets; but in our time, the final days, he has 
spoken to us in the person of his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things 
and through whom he made the ages. He is the reflection of God’s glory and 
bears the impress of God’s own being, sustaining all things by his powerful 
command. 

 
Thursday (St. Irenaeus) 
For it has been clearly demonstrated that the Word that exists from the 
beginning with God, by whom all things were made, who was also present 
with the human race at all times, this Word has in these last times, 
according to the time appointed by the Father, been united to his own 
workmanship and has been made possible in man. 
 

Scripture (Mark 4:36-41) 
When they were out at sea it began to blow a great gale and the waves were 
breaking into the boat so that it was almost swamped. But he was in the 
stern, his head on the cushion, asleep. They woke him and said to him  
‘Master, do you not care? We are lost!’ And he woke up and rebuked the 
wind and said to the sea ’Quiet now! Be calm!’ And the wind dropped, and 
there followed a great calm. Then he said to them ’Why are you so 
frightened? Have you still no faith?’ They were overcome with awe and said 
to one another ’Who can this be? Even the wind and the sea obey him.’ 

  
 
 
 
 
 


