
Friday (Meister Eckhart) 
We should properly and completely train the mind in its orientation to God, 
so that our interior being is made divine. We must train ourselves not to 
seek or strive for our own interests in anything but rather to find and to 
grasp God in all things. 
 

Scripture ( Psalm 119:10-16) 
With all my heart I seek you, do not let me stray from your commandments. 
In my heart I treasure your promises, to avoid sinning against you. Blessed 
are you, Yahweh, teach me your will! With my lips I have repeated all the 
instructions you have given. In the way of your instructions lies my joy, a joy 
beyond all wealth. I will ponder your precepts and fix my gaze on your paths. 
I find my delight in your will, I do not forget your words. 
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14th Week of Ordinary Time  

  Deliver us from our expectations 
If you want to know what it’s like to be the front of an unstoppable force when it meets 

an immoveable object, ask a prophet. When God calls Ezekiel, the Spirit ‘puts him on his 

feet’ and he is told to go and speak to the obstinate and rebellious Israelites, even though 

God doesn’t have any real expectations that they will listen – they are in exile as a result 

of their longstanding ignoring of God – but ‘whether they listen or not, this tribe of 

rebels will know there is a prophet among them’, (Ez. 2:2-5). 

God could, I presume, use power to cow his people into listening, but that would not 

bring them to love him or to have the Law written on their hearts. His approach is to 

send Ezekiel, who he addresses as ‘Son of Man’, i.e. one who speaks to them as one of 

their own. God admits that if he sent Ezekiel to another nation whose language he didn’t 

speak, there would be more chance that this nation would listen to the message whereas 

the Israelites’ are obstinate, (literally, ‘hard of face and stiff of heart’) and won’t listen. 

The warning that Ezekiel will be ‘surrounded with brambles and sit on scorpions’ (2:6) 

shows their rejection will be more than simply ignoring him.   

These thorns and the harsh rejection, together with ‘Son of Man’, have extra 

significance for the early Christians, (and for us). Mark’s account of Jesus’ visit to 

Nazareth, (Mark 6:1-6) is particularly worrying because those who refuse to accept 

Jesus aren’t ‘baddies’ (the religious or Roman authorities or the rich who are so often in 

trouble with Jesus) but his own family and neighbours – ordinary, more or less good 

people who go about daily life and to the synagogue on Saturday, (people like us). When 

Jesus arrived with his followers, there must have been high expectations as his ‘fame’ 

had spread through Galilee and to Jerusalem, and, presumably, the people of Nazareth 

were no different from the many Galileans who responded in faith to Jesus. Except that 

they knew him. Their initial amazement soon turns to rejection because, basically, they 

were saying ‘What he is saying and doing is amazing, but we don’t know where he gets it 

from. We know he’s only a carpenter.’  Like Ezekiel, familiarity was the problem. 

With the benefit of our considerable hindsight, we know the answer to Jesus’ family and 

neighbours’ question, ‘Where did he get all this from?’ is ‘God’. This hindsight also 

warns us that a prophet, speaking God’s word, is never recognised or welcomed in his or 

her own country. Ezekiel, the Incarnation and the Resurrection teach us that God always 

wants to be involved intimately in our lives. He could have used ‘shock and awe’ tactics 

to astonish us into leaving our lives to become something or someone else, but that 

would be to bamboozle or seduce us with power and trinkets; he could have used dire 

threats to scare us into not breaking his Law, but that would not help us to respond 

freely and with love. He came amongst us, not as a stranger but as a brother, and that 

offers us the hope of discovering the truth about our humanity and the loving God that 

he is. But it was, for ‘the locals’, a stumbling block: so much wisdom and power in a 

carpenter didn’t add up. As we know from the Resurrection appearances, Jesus was not 

immediately recognisable in the gardener, the walking companion on the road to 

Emmaus or the busybody with the fishing advice on the shore. The Incarnation does not 

mean that God wanted to fit in to our thoughts and our limited perceptions: he wants to 

expand them. Faith allows this to happen but means I must allow him to work his way, 

in daily life, not according to my expectations.  Martin Bennett 



Monday (Jean Vanier) 
A sect is made up of people who believe that only they are right. They are 
incapable of listening: they are enclosed and fanatical; they find no truth 
outside themselves. It is not healthy to believe that we are the only ones to 
have captured the truth. True Christian communities always have a 
multiplicity of references from the Gospel, the whole tradition of the Church, 
to other Christians living in the spirit of Jesus. And then, most essentially, 
each member of the community must learn to take as their reference the 
spirit of Jesus living in themselves. 
 

Scripture (Mark 6:1-6) 
Leaving that district he went to his home town, and his disciples 
accompanied him. With the coming of the Sabbath he began teaching in the 
synagogue, and most of them were astonished when they heard him. They 
said ‘Where did the man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been 
granted him, and these miracles that are worked through him? This is the 
carpenter, surely, the son of Mary, the brother of James and Joset and Jude 
and Simon? His sisters, too, they are not here with us?’ And they would not 
accept him. And Jesus said to them ‘A prophet is despised only in his own 
country, among his own relations and in his own house’; and he could work 
no miracle there, except he cured a few sick people by laying his hands on 
them. He was amazed at their lack of faith. 

 

Tuesday (Anthony de Mello) 
A wealthy farmer burst into his home and cried out in an anguished voice, 
“Rebecca, there is a terrible story in town—the Messiah is here!” His wife 
replied “I think it’s wonderful. What’s so terrible about it?” The husband 
replied, “After all these years of sweat and toil, we are finally rich. We have 
a large herd of cattle, our barns are full of grain and our trees are laden 
with fruit. Now we will have to give it all away and follow him.”  His wife 
said, consolingly, “Calm down. The Lord our God is good. He knows how 
much we Jews have had to put up with. From the Pharaoh to Hitler, always 
somebody. But God found a way to deal with them all, didn’t he? Just have 
faith. He will find a way to deal with the Messiah too.” 
 

Scripture (Ezekiel 2:2-5) 
The spirit came into me and put me on my feet, and I heard him speaking to 
me. He said, ‘Son or man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to the rebels 
who have rebelled against me. They and their ancestors have been in revolt 
against me up to present day. Because they are stubborn and obstinate 
children, I am sending you to them to say, “The Lord God says this.” 
Whether they listen or not, this tribe of rebels will know there is a prophet 
among them.’ 

 Wednesday (Thomas Merton) 
Anyone whose intention is not pure is compelled by their own weakness 
and imprudence to pass judgement on the will of God before obeying it. 
They are not free to do the will of God with perfect generosity. They 
diminish their love and their obedience by making an adjustment between 
God’s will and their own and so, for them, the will of God comes to have a 
variety of values: richer when it is more pleasing, poorer when it offers less 
immediate satisfaction, valueless when it demands a sacrifice of their own 
selfish interests. 
 

Scripture (Isaiah 6:9-10) 
And I said , ‘Here I am, send me.’ He said ‘Go and say to this people “Listen 
and listen, but never understand! Look and look, but never perceive! This 
people’s heart has grown coarse, their eyes dulled, they have shut their eyes 
tight to avoid using their eyes to see, their ears to hear, their heart to 
understand.” 

  
Thursday (The Desert Fathers) 
They said of a hermit that he went on fasting for seventy weeks, eating a 
meal only once a week. He asked God the meaning of a text of the holy 
Scriptures and God did not reveal it to him. So he said to himself, ‘I have 
worked hard and gained nothing. I will go to my brother and ask him.’ Just 
as he had shut the door on the way out an angel of the Lord was sent to 
him to say ’The seventy weeks of your fast have not brought you near to 
God, but now you are humbled and going to your brother, I have been sent 
to show you the meaning of the text.’  

 
Scripture (Luke 20:45-47) 
When all the people were listening, he said to the disciples, ‘Beware of the 
scribes who like to walk about in long robes and love to be greeted 
respectfully in the market squares, to take the front seats in the synagogues 
and the places of honour at banquets, who devour the property of widows, 
and for show offer long prayers.’ 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


