
Friday (Jean Vanier) 
A Christian community will always be running against the tide of society, 
with its individualistic values of wealth and comfort and resulting rejection 
of the people who get in the way of these. A Christian community 
constantly calls its members to share, to welcome, become poorer and go 
beyond their resources to a truer love. It is important to be reminded of the 
precise goals of the community, its calls and its origins. Too often, the 
essential is obscured in a thousand and one activities. People no longer 
know why they are together or to what they should be  
witnessing. They discuss the details but forget what brought them together. 
 

Scripture (2 Cor. 4:3-4,6) 
If our gospel seems to be veiled at all, it is so to those who are on their way 
to destruction, the unbelievers who have been blinded by the god of this 
world, so that they cannot see shining the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. It is God who said ‘Let light shine out of 
darkness’ that has shone into our hearts to enlighten them with the 
knowledge of God’s glory, the glory on the face of Christ. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
martben1@btinternet.com 

  

21st Week of Ordinary Time 

          Strong faith means walking on uncertain ground  
When Joshua gathers the tribes of Israel, (Joshua 24:1-18) it’s for a ‘make your mind 

up time’ conference. They have to choose whether they are going to serve the gods their 

ancestors served back in Egypt; be moulded by the present and serve the gods of the 

Amorites in whose country they live; or serve Yahweh who, as Joshua reminds them, has 

done so much for them in leading them out of Egypt with many powerful signs. 

Perhaps this history of impressive acts, demonstrates that God is able to do so much for 

them and so to enables them to commit wholeheartedly to him, but I wouldn’t 

underestimate the difficulties of this choice. Some must, I imagine, be reluctant to cut off 

from their traditions, and others would be aware that to serve a different God to those 

amongst who they live and work would mean living by different values and customs and 

so put themselves at odds with their society.  I also imagine that in agreeing to serve God, 

they wouldn’t fully know what this entails (much as people who commit to a lifelong 

marriage are genuine, but don’t really know what this entails.). 

The followers of Jesus who have been listening to his ‘I am the bread of life’ discourse 

also find themselves at a decisive crossroad, (John 6:60-69).  Many find what Jesus says 

‘intolerable language’, and rereading John 6, I would more than likely be one of them of 

when I hear this carpenter’s son saying he is bread come down from heaven and saying 

we must of eat his flesh and drink his blood. This, from their point of view, not only 

doesn’t make sense but is also blasphemous language.  

Perhaps their choice is more difficult than the one which faced Joshua’s audience. 

Where they could look back and see evidence of God working for them, so their decision 

made sense, Jesus’ followers were dealing with something completely new and 

‘intolerable’. Jesus didn’t make things easier by saying ‘let me go over it all again’ but 

pushed even harder, saying ‘If you think what I’ve said is intolerable, it’s nothing 

compared to what will happen when the Son of Man is lifted up’. He is, in other words, 

saying that those who are drawn by the Father to believe in Jesus will be drawn into 

something even further beyond their understanding.  

Those who leave are not bad people, nor do they have weak faith. Their difficulty is that 

their faith is in what they know from a lifetime of teaching passed down through the 

generations. They are God’s rules, but now he is acting in a new way.  

When Jesus asks the Twelve if they are going to leave, Peter’s answer says why there is 

nowhere else to go: they have glimpsed the truth, that Jesus has the message of eternal 

life, that he is the Holy One of God. In him, a new chapter of the relationship with God 

opens up. The glimpse reveals an understanding about Jesus rather than a clear vision 

of the future, but it’s time to move forward, away from the past. 

As that future unfolds and the demands of living in the way of Jesus becomes clear, 

some, e.g. Judas, find his way intolerable and leave him. This also happened in St. 

John’s community, many of whom were finding the persecution and the apparent failure 

of Jesus to be with them intolerable, so they left the way to go back to their old life and 

serving God in the tried and trusted ways.  

If our life is based on a faith in Jesus as the life of the world, it will mean being drawn 

deeper into communion with him and the Father’s life of unconditional love.  Being 

drawn into deeper water means leaving behind firm footing of the shore. Martin Bennett  



Monday (Cardinal Basil Hume) 
Our attitude must always be one recognising that it is never by any power 
of our own that we can take one step of progress in our understanding of 
the things of God. It is a gift, and one for which we must ask earnestly, 
sincerely, constantly. If we do not believe, we remain in the dark, we miss 
the true meaning of life and the future has no hope. Perhaps one of the 
greatest difficulties of our age, and for many Christians too, is that we only 
half believe, half doubt. We do not go the whole way and say “I believe” 
with total conviction. Our ability to make this act of faith is a gift from God 
for which we have to ask, and it demands a humility of mind which is not 
characteristic of contemporary society. 
 

Scripture (Rev. 3:15-16,20-22) 
I know about your activities, how you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you 
were one or the other, but since you are neither hot nor cold, I will spit you 
out of my mouth. Look, I am standing at the door knocking. If one of you 
hears me calling and opens the door, I will come in to share a meal at that 
person’s side. Anyone who proves victorious, I will allow to share my throne, 
just as I have myself overcome and have taken my seat with my Father on 
his throne. Let anyone who can hear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the 
churches. 

 
Tuesday (C.S.Lewis.) 
I think that all Christians would agree with me if I said that though 
Christianity seems at first to be all about morality, all about duties and rules 
and guilt and virtue, yet it leads you on, out of all that, into something 
beyond. One has a glimpse of a country where they do not talk of those 
things, except perhaps as a joke. Everyone there is filled full with what we 
should call goodness as a mirror is filled with light. But they do not call it 
goodness. They do not call it anything. They are not thinking of it. They are 
too busy looking at the source from which it comes. 
 

Scripture (Joshua 24:2-3,14-15) 
Joshua then said to all the people: ‘Yahweh the God of Israel says this: 
“From the time immemorial, your ancestors lived beyond the River and 
served other Gods. I then brought your ancestor Abraham from beyond the 
River and led him through the length and the breadth of Canaan. So now, 
fear Yahweh and serve him truly and sincerely; banish the Gods whom your 
ancestors served beyond the River in Egypt, and serve Yahweh. But if you 
are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose today whom you wish to serve, 
whether the gods whom your ancestors served or the gods of the Amorites 
in whose country you now live. As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord. 

 Wednesday (2nd Vatican Council—The Church Today) 
For its part, authentic freedom is an exceptional sign of the divine image 
within us. For God has willed that we be left ‘in the hand of our own 
counsel’ so that we can seek our Creator spontaneously and come freely to 
utter and blissful perfection through loyalty to him. Hence our dignity 
demands that we act according to a knowing and free choice. Such a 
choice is personally motivated and prompted from within. It does not result 
from blind internal impulse nor from mere external pressure. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 40:5-8) 
How much you have done, Yahweh my God—your wonders, your plans for 
us—you have no equal. I will proclaim and speak of them; they are beyond 
number. You wanted no sacrifice or cereal offering, but you gave me an open 
ear, you did not ask for burnt offering or sacrifice for sin; then I said ‘Here I 
am, I am coming.’ In the scroll of the book it is written of me, my delight is to 
do your will; your law, my God, is deep in my heart. 

  
Thursday (Fr. Michael Ivens, SJ) 
(Explaining the Second Week of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius) 
The personal love of Christ, which is a grace, is a love which changes and 
re-orientates the whole person. It is the love by which we allow the loved-
one to take over our lives, to lead us along his own ways towards his own 
objectives, the love by which we trust ourselves to the other’s power to 
change us. A person advancing through contemplation in a love of this kind 
is made especially aware of certain specific qualities of the true life in 
Christ, and experiences these as desirable. 
 

Scripture (John 6:63-69) 
Jesus said ‘It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh has nothing to offer. The 
words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. But there are some of 
you who do not believe.’  He went on, ‘That is why I told you that no one 
could come to me except by the gift of the Father.’ After this many of his 
disciples went away and accompanied him no more. Then Jesus said to the 
Twelve, ‘What about you, do you want to go away too?’ Simon Peter 
answered, Lord, to whom should we go? You have the message of eternal 
life, and we believe; we have come to know that you are the Holy One of 
God.’ 

  
 
 
 
 


