
Friday (Fr. Austin Smith, CP) 
If Jesus died in the cause of certain values, if those values are the roots of 
my believing, then the nature of my relationship to the execution and death 
of Jesus is vital. There is a distinctive significance of his trial, execution and 
death. In the last analysis, I am suggesting that a contemplation and  
understanding of his suffering lead me to questions about his values, and, 
consequently, about my relationship with those values. It is the death of 
someone which leads one to question the nature, the quality and the depth 
of one’s relationship with that person.  If that person is a God who suffers, 
then I would think I have to struggle with a very profound  
definition of God. 
 

Scripture (Wisdom 2:12-15, 17-20) 
The godless say ‘Let us lay traps for the upright man, since he annoys us 
and opposes our way of life, reproaches us for our sins against the Law and 
accuses of sins against our upbringing. He claims to have knowledge of God 
and calls himself a child of the Lord. We see him as a reproof to our way of 
thinking, for his kind of life is not like other people’s and his ways are quite 
different. Let us see if what he says is true and test him to see what sort of 
end he will have; let us test him with cruelty and torture and thus explore 
this gentleness of his and put his patience to the test. Let us condemn him 
to a shameful death since God will rescue him—or so he claims.’ 

  
  
  
 PS Jean Vanier is 90 this week. If you google ‘Jean Vanier, how to lose 
power there is a powerful and beautiful video clip of him speaking – 
relevant to this week’s Gospel 
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25th Week of Ordinary Time 

           Am I enough of a disciple to annoy people? 

Shortly after Peter’s breakthrough and the Transfiguration, Jesus begins to avoid the 

crowds to focus on instructing his followers about the road ahead for him and what this 

will teach them about God’s Kingdom and about discipleship. When his disciples fail to 

understand his talk about being delivered into the hands of men, dying and rising again, 

part of me thinks, ‘How much clearer can Jesus make it?’, especially as this is the 

second time they’ve heard it. My problem is that I can look back on the death and 

resurrection, but this hindsight tells me what happened, not why. Unless I understand 

why Jesus was so insistent that the suffering and rejection was pivotal to God’s plans for 

humanity, I will fail to understand the nature of discipleship in the word today, as his 

mission continues through us.  

The suffering Jesus had to go through has always been a problem to me. Not to put too 

fine a point on it, I’m not a fan! I find the whole idea that ‘Jesus came to suffer and die’ 

can soon become ‘God sent his Son to die’, as though the pain and death was somehow 

necessary to God (e.g. ‘to pay for our sins’ line pf thought). Apart from this portraying 

God who demands payment for sin, (which would be hard to find in anything Jesus 

taught), it was humans who decided Jesus had to die.  

Jesus was, however, clear about the road ahead, and aware that it had always been this 

way when God’s plans met humans. In the early chapters of the Book of Wisdom the 

author was speaking to believers who were surrounded by ‘the godless’ who understood 

life as just the chance coming together of matter, and when we die we scatter. Logically, 

then, they should not only enjoy life while it lasts, they should live by the laws of nature, 

i.e. it is strength which prevails, (‘let might be our yardstick’, Wis 2:11). The life of 

believers challenges not only their ‘live for the moment’ lifestyle, but the very 

foundations of their lives. Condemning the upright to a cruel and shameful death will 

prove to the godless that they are right, and that they are free to carry on. 

Jesus makes clear to the disciples that his Kingdom is built on radically different 

foundations than the world they grew up in when he hears about their ‘Who is the 

greatest?’ argument, a discussion in which they were trying to apply the values they 

knew to the new Kingdom in which, they learn, the first must be last and that those in 

authority are servants, not people who dominate. 

He illustrates this by putting a child at the centre.  Welcoming children, who can’t give 

anything in return, (and who offer poor returns in networking terms!), would seem 

pointless to ‘the worldly’ as a way of building a kingdom, but Jesus teaches that 

welcoming a child (giving him/her a central place in your life) in Jesus’ name welcomes 

God, i.e. gives him a central place in your life.  

If the experience of the upright in Wisdom and of Jesus are anything to go by, this will 

inevitably invite opposition. In our case, it will probably be ridicule or being dismissed as 

impractical – ‘we’d all like to live in harmony, but today you have to look after yourself’; 

‘You have to be realistic: the world isn’t like that,’ etc. The role of disciples is to say ‘The 

world doesn’t have to be like it is’, and to live in obedience to Jesus’ way. Suffering is a 

consequence of discipleship, which has always been at odds with a world which fails to 

understand (or rejects) God’s ways. If I, (or the Church), ‘fit in’, it may well be because I 

still have me, not the child, at the centre     Martin Bennett 



Monday (St. Teresa of Avila) 
Unless you are careful, praise from others may harm you greatly, for when 
once it begins it never ceases, and generally ends in running you down 
afterwards. This usually takes the form of telling you that you are more holy 
than others and suchlike flattering speeches. For the love of God, I implore 
you never to find your peace in such speeches, for you might come to 
believe them, or to think you had done all you need and that your work was 
finished. Remember how the world treated the Lord Jesus Christ, yet how it 
extolled him on Palm Sunday! Always struggle in your heart against these 
dangerous flatteries, then you will go forth with deeper humility. 
 

Scripture (Hebrews 12:2-3) 
Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who leads us in our faith and brings it 
to perfection: for the sake of the joy which lay ahead of him, he endured the 
cross, disregarding the shame of it, and has taken his seat at the right of 
God’s throne. Think of the way he persevered against such opposition from 
sinners and then you will not lose heart and come to grief. 

 
Tuesday (Jean Vanier) 
The essential for all people with authority is that they are servants before 
they are bosses. People who assume responsibility to prove something, 
because they tend to be dominating and controlling, because they need to 
see themselves at the top or because they are looking for privilege or 
prestige, will always exercise their responsibility badly. They must first want 
to be servants. People who want to serve the community and others are 
worth more, even if they are shy and lack the ability to command, than 
people who are ‘capable’ but bound up in themselves. 
 

Scripture (Mark 9:33-37) 
They came to Capernaum, and when he got into the house he asked them 
‘What were you arguing about on the road?’ They said nothing because on 
the road they had been arguing about which one of them was the greatest. 
So he sat down, called the Twelve to him and said ‘ If anyone wants to be 
first, he must make himself last of all and servant of all.’ He then took a little 
child whom he set among them and embraced, and he said to them ‘Anyone 
who welcomes a little child such as this in my name, welcomes me; and 
anyone who welcomes me, welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’ 

  
 
 
 
 

Wednesday (Thomas a Kempis) 
(Christ speaking to the disciple): Is it so hard for you, who are dust and 
nothingness, to subject yourself to man for God’s sake, when I, the 
Almighty and most high, who created all things from nothing, humbly 
subjected myself to man for your sake? I became the humblest and least of 
all men, that you might overcome your pride through my humility. Learn to 
obey, you who are but dust; learn to humble yourself and to bow  
yourself beneath the feet of all. Learn to curb your desires and yield 
yourself to complete obedience. 
 

Scripture (Isaiah 52:15-53:4) 
They shall see something never told, and witness something never heard 
before: “Who could believe what we have heard, and to whom has the power 
of the Lord been revealed?” Without beauty, without majesty we saw him, no 
looks to attract our eyes; a thing despised and rejected by men, a man of 
sorrows and familiar with suffering; he was despised and we took no 
account of him. And yet ours were the sufferings he bore, ours the  
sorrows he carried. 

 
Thursday (Thomas Merton) 
Spiritual consolations and very obvious virtues are supposed to be the sign 
that one has worked loyally in the service of God. Little do we realise the 
meaning of spiritual poverty, of emptiness, of desolation, of total 
abandonment in the mystical life. Contemplative experience is not arrived 
at by the accumulation of grandiose thoughts and visions or by the  
practice of heroic mortifications.  It is a pure gift of God which we can 
never, by any action of ours, make ourselves fully and strictly worthy. We 
are given signs of God’s goodness which enable us to trust in him more, to 
be more faithful in our friendship with him. These should normally grow up 
as the fruits of contemplation. But do not be surprised if contemplation 
springs out of pure emptiness, in poverty, dereliction and spiritual night. 
 

Scripture (Philippians 2:3-8) 
Out of humility of mind, everyone should give preference to others, everyone 
pursuing not selfish interests but those of others. Make your own the mind 
of Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God did not count equality with 
God something to be grasped. But he emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, becoming as human beings are; and being in every way like a human 
being, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross. 

  
 
 


