
Friday (Fr. Richard Rohr.) 
I think people who live in unity have the power of life and love. They alone 
can be trusted to bear the Good News. By their life together they have 
necessarily shown that they are capable of surrender, sacrifice, 
forgiveness, generosity and compassion. I can realistically hope for some 
coming of the Kingdom from amongst them. Our unity is God’s love, and 
it’s all we really have. It is all we have to offer the enslaved world. It is a life 
we can invite others into. It is the font from which our own life continues to 
proceed. 
 

Scripture (1Cor 1:1-3) 
Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and 
Sosthenes, our brother, to the church of God in Corinth, to those who have 
been consecrated in Christ Jesus and called to be God’s holy people, with all 
those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord 
as well as ours. Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord  
Jesus Christ. 
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 26th Week of Ordinary Time 

               Please use the proper channels, Lord 
When I think of the Israelites as God’s chosen people in the desert, I generally have an 

image of large wagon train, as in Western films. In fact, the number of 20+ year olds 

able to bear arms is 603,550, (Numbers 1). Add on children, the elderly and women, and 

that these are different tribes with different customs, I realise that ‘God’s people’, (and 

his plans for them), didn’t come ‘ready-made’; they had to evolve and grow. The 

desperation (and anger) in Moses’ complaint to God, ‘I cannot carry the people on my 

own; the burden is too heavy for me’, shows that this growth isn’t easy. God’s answer 

shows that he won’t provide a ‘magic wand’: his people will be involved in the working 

out of his plans, (Numbers 11:25-29).  

Although God’s plan seems straightforward enough, it also shows how his chosen people 

struggle to understand God’s way of acting. 70 elders from the tribes will gather and God 

will give some of the spirit he has given to Moses to each. (It’s a one-off, but this is 

enough for the people to know that they are trusted by God and are to be listened to). The 

trouble is not with the 68 who go to the Tent of Meeting but with the 2 elders who stay in 

the camp but who also receive the spirit. Moses’ loyal servant Joshua is deeply disturbed 

by this and urges Moses to stop them, presumably because they are ‘loose cannons’ and 

aren’t following the rules. Actually, it is God who isn’t following the rules! The Tent 

contains the Ark and is outside the camp because God is in the Ark, and the rules (given 

by God) are clear that only priests (Levites) are to go near. God is not only including 

non-Levites, he allows the two in the camp to be included. Moses recognises that  God is 

acting in a new way, and that humans must not obstruct it: they should welcome it.  

Jesus meets the same problem with his disciples when a person outside the ‘official’ 

group, is acting independently and John wants him stopped, (Mark 9:38-48). The 

community is at a similar stage of its evolution in that Jesus as the leader is preparing 

his disciples to share the work. Jesus’ answer, ‘If they’re not against us, they are for us’ 

is not just a sign of tolerance; it is Jesus teaching that God is happy to use people we 

wouldn’t expect him to use.   

When he talks about cutting off parts of the body which are a cause of sin, he hasn’t 

suddenly switched to talking about getting to heaven or hell: the imagery of the body 

parts was a common reference to the community, (as used, for instance in St. Paul’s 

‘many parts, one body), and at this point of the Gospel, Jesus is instructing his disciples 

about the coming Kingdom and their role in it. This uncompromising teaching is talking 

about the community not allowing anything which is an obstacle to God’s way of 

working to remain, and would apply to the apostles if they had succeeded in stopping the 

‘outsider’ as they would have been an obstacle to God’s work.  

Allowing God to work in new ways was a real problem for the early church, as they 

struggled with those who insisted on keeping to the old ways and so blocking the new 

Covenant. It is reasonable to assume, then, that in our day we too have to be aware of the 

danger of not recognising God at work in unlikely people. Practising my Faith, it’s 

rituals and beliefs, helps me to understand my relationship with God and my role in his 

work. The danger is that I restrict God to working with others in this way and so fail to 

recognise him acting in other people in a multi-faith, secular society. Recognising if I 

think as Moses, or as Joshua and John is a start.    Martin Bennett  



Monday  (C.S.Lewis) 
You may say ‘I’ve never had the sense of being helped by an invisible 
Christ, but I have often been helped by other human beings.’ If there were 
no help from Christ, there would be no help from other human beings. He 
works in all sorts of ways: not only through what we think our ‘religious life.’ 
We are ‘mirrors’ or carriers of Christ to others. Usually it is those who know 
him that bring him to others, but sometimes we are unconscious carriers. 
This ‘good infection’ can be carried by those who have not got it 
themselves. People who were not Christians themselves helped me to 
Christianity. 
 

Scripture(Mark9:38-41) 
John said to Jesus, “Master, we saw a man who is not one of us casting out 
devils in your name; and because he was not one of us we tried to stop him.” 
But Jesus said, “You must not stop him: no one who works a miracle in my 
name is likely to speak evil of me. Anyone who is not against us is for us. If 
anyone gives you a cup of water to drink just because you belong to Christ, 
then I tell you solemnly, they will most certainly not lose their reward.  

 
Tuesday (Caryll Houselander) 
A person’s particular temperament and its difficulties are all part of God’s 
plan for the making of the soul. Witness the tears of travail that assailed 
Cardinal Newman, of storm and passion that buffeted St. Augustine, and in 
contrast, the split second in which Saul became Paul. On the night of the 
Incarnation, the simple shepherds who could hear the angels’ voices and 
find the infant close at hand and the sages who could only find their way 
through long, scientific study of the stars and had to journey from distant 
countries to find the king. Disciples, with prayer as the mainspring of their 
work must learn to know, to love the crowd and to realise the individuals it 
is made of. 
 

Scripture (Joel 3:1-2) 
After this I shall pour out my Spirit on all humanity. Your sons and daughters 
shall prophesy, your old people shall dream dreams, and your young people 
see visions. Even on the slaves, men and women, shall I pour out my spirit in 
those days. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday (Dorothy Day) 
It is no use saying that we are born two thousand years too late to give 
room to Christ. Christ is always with us, always asking for room in our 
hearts. But now it is with the voice of our contemporaries that he speaks. 
We can do now what those who knew him in the days of his flesh did. 
Matthew made a feast for him, inviting the whole town, so that the house 
was an uproar of enjoyment, and the strait-laced Pharisees –the good 
people– were scandalised. The people of Samaria, despised and isolated, 
were overjoyed to give him hospitality, and for days he walked and ate and 
slept among them. 
 

Scripture (Acts 10:34-35, 43-45) 
Then Peter addressed them, ‘The truth I have now come to  
realise’ he said ‘ is that God has no favourites, but that anybody of any 
nationality who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. It is to 
him that all the prophets bear this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will 
have their sins forgiven through his name.’ While Peter was speaking the 
Holy Spirit came down on all the listeners. Jewish believers who had 
accompanied  Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit should be 
poured out on the gentiles too. 

 
Thursday (Anthony de Mello) 
A very religious-minded old woman was dissatisfied with all existing 
religions, so she founded her own. One day a reporter, who genuinely 
wanted to understand the point of her view, said to her, “Do you really 
believe, as people say you do, that no one will go to heaven except you 
and your housemaid?” The old woman pondered the question and then  
replied, “Well, I’m not so sure of Mary.” 

 
Scripture (Numbers 11:26-29) 
Two men had stayed back in the camp; one was Eldad and the other Medad. 
The Spirit came down on them; though they had not gone to the tent with 
Moses, their names were  enrolled among the rest. These began to prophesy 
in the camp. A young man ran to tell Moses. ‘Look’ he said, ‘Eldad and 
Medad are prophesying in the camp.’ Joshua, who had served Moses since 
he was a boy, said ‘My Lord Moses, stop them!’ Moses replied ‘Are you 
jealous on my account? If only all Yahweh’s people were prophets, and 
Yahweh had given them his Spirit!’ 

  
 
 
 


