
Friday (Timothy Radcliffe, OP) 

We are hemmed in, impeded from full communion with other people by so 
many things. The night before he died, Jesus gathered together his friends 
to celebrate the Last Supper. At that meal we see both communion and all 
that destroys it. This was the meal of their love, but also of its failure. The 
disciples fled. They were overcome with fear. Judas sold him. Peter denied 
him. Christ was betrayed, suffered and died. Christ embraced in that Last 
Super everything that could destroy communion. His resurrection was the 
triumph over all these limitations. All humans, deep down, aspire to this 
unlimited communion. The Gospel is the invitation to begin to live, here and 
now, this communion of the resurrection. It destroys the hatred in our 
hearts, the hostilities in our families. It can transform those structures that 
make the rich richer and the poor poorer. 

Scripture (Ephesians 3:16-19) 
In the abundance of his glory may he, through his Spirit, help your inner self 
to grow strong, so that Christ may live in your heart through faith, and then, 
planted in love and built on love, with all God’s holy people you will have the 
strength to grasp the breadth and the length, the height and the depth; so 
that, knowing the love of Christ which is beyond all knowledge, you may be 
filled with the utter fullness of God. 
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27th Week of Ordinary Time 

      Being an individual or being fully human 
When I read that the Pharisees asked Jesus about divorce to test him, (Mk 10:1-16), if I 

jump to the conclusion that they were just trying to trip him up, I will fail to understand 

just how much was at stake in their question. Jesus, as usual, wastes no time on 

preliminaries. By asking them what Moses said, (he clearly knew their answer, and how 

he would use it), Jesus is cutting straight to the point of the test: is he overriding the Law 

of Moses, (and therefore setting himself up as something greater)?  

Jesus doesn’t say that Moses was wrong, but that he had to take account of human 

limits, (‘you were unteachable’). Jesus takes them to Genesis to discover God’s original 

intention. In talking of God’s view of women, it’s worth remembering that Jesus was not 

talking about marriage as we know it, (they were arranged, and women were much 

younger, with no say in their lives), nor did he have our divorce in mind: women were 

not allowed to divorce men, (that was possible in Roman Law, not Jewish) and no courts 

were involved – the husband simply had to hand his wife a writ of divorce to dismiss her. 

In the Genesis story, God had not intended such inequality.  

The authors of Genesis 2 were trying to explain the position of humans in God’s plans. 

All creatures were created from the soil, but with man God ‘blew the breath of life into 

his nostrils’. This was not just a ‘kick start’ – God is breathing his Spirit into man. In 

bringing all the animals for man to name, God was involving humans in the unfolding 

story of Creation, as stewards of the earth and all it contains. Although Adam was 

clearly coping adequately with his work, he needed a companion, one with whom he 

could share in God’s creation of life, (another dimension of ‘created in his image.) 

The creation of ‘woman’ from the man’s rib as ‘flesh of my flesh’ is a symbolic telling of 

this equal dignity: ‘Helpmate’, derived from ‘helpmeet’, means ‘fit and suitable 

companion’ – it doesn’t mean Adam’s little helper! This equality is the first casualty of  

‘the Fall’: disharmony with God brought disharmony between man and woman. In 

forbidding divorce, then, Jesus is recovering the original plan of God. 

When they are alone with Jesus, even the disciples questioned Jesus further about what 

he had said. Jesus is exasperated by their slow-witted inability to grasp what the 

Kingdom of God involves as shown when they turn the children away. The key point 

about children is that they are receptive: having no status, children know they can’t earn 

anything – everything is gift. Disciples must be equally receptive but will have a problem 

with this as long as their thinking and expectations are formed by the power and status 

they have as men. The seating of women in the synagogue and the fact that they weren’t 

allowed as far into the Temple as men are two further signs of how entrenched this 

attitude was. Jesus’ teaching on divorce, therefore is a significant practical example of 

whether people are ready for God’s Kingdom: as long as they see women as inferior or 

dispensable, they can’t enter into the Kingdom which requires thinking in God’s way.  

Jesus does not want us to stay as children: in Genesis, it says ‘when a man leaves his 

father and mother’, i.e. when he grows to maturity, he and his wife become one body.  It 

is, then, in relationships, (marriage or community), that we are drawn into the 

relationship with God and find our fulfilment, rather than modern ‘hard-heartedness’, 

such as the idols of individualism like competition, self-fulfilment, or any religious 

practice or belief that forms a ‘God loves me more than you’ attitude.  Martin Bennett 



 
Monday (A New Catechism) 
The truth of our being taken up into the flux and reflux of divine life is 
beyond what our mind can grasp and our words express. But it does not 
reduce us to nothingness. God made us in his image so that the personal 
consciousness which we received from his love should never be lost but 
should continually develop, among our family today. The mystery of God is 
not a mystery of isolation but of fellowship, creativity, knowledge, love, 
outpouring and receiving, and that is why we are what we are. Human life 
is the possibility of cooperating with what God is: love. 
 

Scripture (Ecclesiasticus 17:1-3,6-8) 
The Lord fashioned human beings from the earth, he gave them authority 
over everything on earth. He clothed them in strength, like himself, and made 
them in his own image. He made them a tongue, eyes and ears and gave 
them a heart to think with. He put his own light in their hearts to show them 
the magnificence of his works. 

 
Tuesday (Pierrre Teilhard de Chardin) 
Love is the most universal, the most tremendous and the most mysterious 
of the cosmic forces. We are conscious of it, but all we ask of it is to amuse 
us, or not to harm us. Is it truly possible for mankind to live and grow 
without asking itself how much truth and energy it is losing by neglecting its 
incredible power of love? Human love is distinct from all other love because 
its warm and penetrating light is marvellously enriched. No longer only 
directed to material fertility; but an unbounded and continuous possibility of 
contact through spirit. If only mankind would turn and see the reality of the 
universe shining in the spirit and through the flesh. 
 

Scripture (Genesis 2: 18-24) 
God said ‘It is not good that man should be alone. I shall make him a helper. 
So from the soil, God fashioned all the wild animals and all the birds of 
heaven. The man gave names to all, but no suitable helper was found for 
him. Then God made the man fall into a deep sleep. And while he was asleep, 
he took one of his ribs and closed up his flesh forthwith. God fashioned the 
rib into a woman and the man said, ‘This one at last is bone of my bones, 
flesh of my flesh.’ 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Wednesday (Carlo Carretto) 
Woman completes man, and man woman. Love fulfils them, introduces 
them to the divine stream of charity, forces them to become open, 
transforms them. When a parent gazes into the eyes of their child, they will, 
if they look carefully, see the mystery of the infinite, of the unfathomable, 
the ungraspable. For an instant we have shared in God’s creative joy and 
have touched the infinite. Whenever love is lived to the full, we feel we are 
touching God. 
 

Scripture (Mark 10:4-8) 
The Pharisees said to Jesus ‘Moses allowed us to draw up a writ of 
dismissal in cases of divorce.’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘It was because you 
were so hard hearted that he wrote this commandment for you. But from the 
beginning of creation he made them male and female. This is why a man 
leaves his father and mother, and the two become one flesh.  They are no 
longer two, therefore, but one flesh. So then, what God has united, human 
beings must not divide. 

 
Thursday (Thomas Merton) 
I became more and more conscious of the necessity of a vital faith, and of 
the total unreality and insubstantiality of the dead, selfish rationalism which 
had been freezing my mind and will. That summer I was to become 
conscious of the fact that the only way to live was to live in a world that was 
charged with the presence and reality of God. At this point it was still, for 
me, more an intellectual realisation than anything else: and it had not yet 
struck down to the roots of my will. The life of the soul is not knowledge, it 
is love, since love is the act by which we are formally united to the end of 
all our strivings—by which we become one with God. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 8:1,3-6) 
God, our Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the world! I look up at 
your heavens, shaped by your fingers, at the moon and the stars you set 
firm—what are human beings that you spare a thought for them, or the 
children of Adam that you care for them? Yet you have made us little less 
than a god, you have crowned us with glory and beauty, you have made us 
lord of the works of your hands. 

  
 
 
 
 


