
Friday (Fr. Richard Rohr) 
St. Paul and the prophets have gone to an objective force, a bottomless 
well where joy is drawn and received in obedience. They know that joy is 
finally in entering into another, the Lord. Joy is the Lord. We are daringly 
commanded to love God and thereby be assured of an unfailing reservoir 
of true and profound joy. We see that the people listening to John the  
Baptist “were filled with expectation”. They were predisposed and ready for 
joy to reveal itself. I have come to realise that those who make space for 
joy, those who prefer nothing to joy, will most assuredly have it. We must 
not be afraid to announce it to who are sad and trapped. Now and then we 
must even announce it to ourselves. In this prison of now, in this cynical 
and sophisticated age, Christians must believe in joy. 
 

Scripture (Romans 5:15, 17-18) 
There is no comparison between the free gift and the offence. If death came 
to many through the offence of one man, how much greater the effect of 
grace of God has had, coming to so many and so plentifully as a free gift 
through the one man Jesus Christ! It was by one man’s offence that death 
came to reign over all, but how much greater the reign in life of those who 
receive the fullness of grace and the gift of saving justice, through the one 
man, Jesus Christ. One man’s good act has brought justification and life to 
all humanity. 
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30th Week of Ordinary Time 

 Discipleship: joyfully responding, no excuses, no delays 
I have often wondered what exactly ‘Jesus saves’ means. The answer often seems to be 

connected to ‘Jesus died to save us from our sins’, which generally means ‘from hell’. In 

the Old Testament, and in the Gospels, though, there seems to be very little suggestion 

that God and Jesus are much concerned with hell; the concern is much more with saving 

us for something. Towards the end of the Jeremiah, (30-31), the prophet is able to 

announce, ‘Yahweh has saved his people’.  In 31:7-9, God’s excitement is clear. He 

commands people to be joyful as, after a long and humiliating exile, he promises they 

will return home to Jerusalem and life in a new Covenant with him, their father. 

When Jesus says to Bartimaeus, ‘Go! Your faith has saved you.’, (Mk10:46-52), many of 

Jeremiah’s joyful themes are present, making the actual cure almost incidental! Jesus is 

leading his followers to Jerusalem, where he will establish the New Covenant.  In his 

usual position at the entrance to the city, the blind beggar must have heard many tales 

about Jesus and, piecing them together over time, is able to ‘see’ more in Jesus than 

other people have been able to: when he addresses Jesus as ‘Son of David’, he is only the 

second person in the Gospel to give Jesus a title proper to the Messiah, (Peter being the 

other one). This faith in Jesus allows him to cry out for help. It is also a faith which 

makes him more determined when people tell him to be quiet. Perhaps they think that a 

blind person (and therefore a sinner) isn’t worthy to speak to Jesus, or maybe they are 

stopping him from making a fool of himself in giving Jesus this title – they still don’t get 

it! – or they think the sense of urgency in Jesus means he won’t have time for this lowly 

individual, but by telling them to bring Bartimaeus to him, Jesus challenges their 

prejudice and assumptions about his mission and so teaches more about discipleship 

After Jesus has restored his sight, he tells him to ‘Go’, but Bartimaeus follows ‘on the 

road’– to Jerusalem. The Jewish people in the early church would recognise in blind 

Bartimaeus’ faithful and joyful response the fulfilment echoes of Jeremiah since the 

people in the caravan making their way to Jerusalem were the weak and the humble, the 

faithful remnant who had not been part of the abuse of power and turning from God 

which had brought the exile on to the nation.  

One significant feature of Bartimaeus’ response to Jesus’ call is that he leaves his cloak. 

This would be his protection against cold at night, and he would spread it out to receive 

alms in the day. Leaving his cloak, therefore, is leaving behind his old life – an act of 

faith and trust in Jesus. ‘Your faith has saved you’ becomes, in his free response, saved 

for:  he freely commits to the way of Jesus, to live his life in the new Covenant. 

Bartimaeus can be a very useful measuring stick for how my prayer life is going. Do I 

call out, or simply offer prayers up routinely? Am I confident that I will be heard, and 

that Jesus will respond? Do I allow myself to be silenced when I hear the noises (the 

distractions of a busy life, the ridicule I can imagine from others, the self-doubt that I am 

worth Jesus’ time and attention)? Do I leap up, eager to get there, or keep control? If I 

get to being face to face with Jesus, am I able to say clearly what I want him to do for 

me? Assuming I’m asking for something to help me grow, do I really want him to give it 

to me, or am I still holding on to my cloak? When Jesus says, ‘You can have it. Go.’ do I 

go back to where I was with my ‘prize’ or do I use what I’ve been given to follow him on 

the way of the cross, giving more, risking more, leaving behind ‘self’?  Martin Bennett 



Monday (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium) 
The evils of our world – and those of the Church – must not be excuses for 
diminishing our commitment and our fervour. Our faith is challenged to 
discern how wine can come from water and how wheat can grow in the 
midst of weeds. Fifty years after the Second Vatican Council, we are 
distressed by the troubles of our age and far from naive optimism; yet the 
fact that we are more realistic must not mean that we are any less trusting 
in the Spirit or less generous. If we start without confidence, we have 
already lost half the battle and we bury our talents. While painfully aware of 
our own frailties, we have to march on without giving in, keeping in mind 
what the Lord said to Saint Paul: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 12:9). 
 

Scripture (Mark 10:46-52) 
As he left Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind 
beggar, was sitting at the side of the road. When heard it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to shout and cry out ‘Son of David, Jesus have pity on 
me.’ And many of them scolded him and told him to keep quiet, but he only 
shouted all the louder, ‘Son of David, have pity on me.’ Jesus stopped and 
said ‘Call him here.’ So they called the blind man over. ‘Courage’ they said, 
‘get up; he is calling you.’ So throwing off his cloak, he jumped up and went 
to Jesus. Then Jesus spoke, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ The blind 
man said to him ‘Rabbuni, let me see again’ Jesus said to him ‘Go; your faith 
has saved you.’ And at once his sight returned and he followed him along 
the road. 
 

Tuesday (Thomas a Kempis) 
CHRIST: He who walks before me in truth, and constantly seeks me in 
simplicity of heart shall be protected against the assaults of evil; truth shall 
deliver him from his deceivers and from the slanders of the wicked. If truth 
set you free you are truly free and need care nothing for the vain words of 
men. 
THE DISCIPLE: Lord, this is true. Let your truth be my teacher and my 
guard, and lead me to salvation in the end. Let it free me from every evil 
affection and lawless love, and I will walk before you in complete freedom 
of heart. 

Scripture (Psalm 25:3-5,8-10) 
Calling to you, none shall ever be put to shame, but shame is theirs who 
break faith. Direct me in your ways, Lord, and teach me your paths. 
Encourage me to walk in your truth and teach me, for you are the God who 
saves me. Goodness and faithful love have been yours for ever, Yahweh, do 
not forget them. Judiciously he guides the humble, instructing the poor in 
his way. Kindness unfailing and constancy mark all his paths. 

 Wednesday  (St Teresa of Avila) 
How great is the good which God works in a soul when he gives it a 
disposition to pray in earnest, though it may not be so well prepared as it 
ought to be. If that soul perseveres in spite of sins, temptations and 
relapses, our Lord will bring it at last—I am certain of it—to the harbour of 
salvation, as he has brought me myself. He who gives himself to prayer is 
in possession of a great blessing , of which many saints have written glory 
be to God for it! 
 

Scripture (Hebrews 2:14-15,17-28) 
Since all the children share the same human nature, he too shared equally in 
it, so that by his death he could set aside him who hekd the power of death, 
namely the devil, and set free all those who had been held in slavery all their 
lives by the fear of death. It was essential that he should in this way be made  
completely like his brothers so that he could become a compassionate and 
trustworthy high priest for their relationship to God, able to expiate the sins 
of the people. For the suffering he himself passed through while being put to 
the test enables him to help others when they are being put to the test. 

  
Thursday (Brother Lawrence) 
He had been, he said, in enormous anguish of soul, believing certainly that 
he was lost. This anguish had lasted four years during which he had 
suffered much. Since then he had worried neither about Paradise nor Hell; 
all his life had been freedom and unbroken rejoicing. He placed his sins, he 
said, between God and himself as though to say to him that he deserved 
none of his favours. That did not prevent God from overwhelming him with 
them, and at times God took him as by the hand and led him before all the 
heavenly court to exhibit the wretch to whom he took pleasure to grant his 
grace. 
 

Scripture (Jeremiah 31:7-9) 
For the Lord says this: Shout with joy for Jacob! Hail the chief of nations! 
Proclaim! Praise!  Shout, ‘The Lord has saved his people, the remnant of 
Israel!’ Watch, I shall bring them back from the land of the North and gather 
them in form the ends of the earth. With them, the blind and the lame, women 
with child, women in labour, all together, a mighty throng will return here! 
They had left in tears, I will comfort them as I lead them back; I will guide 
them to streams of water, by a smooth path where they will not stumble.  
  

 
 
 
 


