
Friday (Prayer of St. Francis) 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me 
sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where 
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as 
to love; for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned; it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
 

Scripture (Philippians 1:27-28) 
You must always behave in a way that is worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 
that whether I come to you and see for myself or whether I only hear all 
about you from a distance, I shall find that you are standing firm and united 
in spirit, battling, as a team with a single aim, for the faith of the gospel, 
undismayed by any of your opponents. This will be a clear sign, for them 
that they are to be lost, and for you that you are to be saved.  
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19th Week of Ordinary Time 

  Am I free enough to serve anyone, anytime? 
When the author of the Book of Wisdom writes, ‘That night had been foretold to our 

ancestors’, (Wisdom 18:6-9), he is referring to the first Passover which allowed the 

Israelites to escape from Egypt. Looking back, the author can see that this was the point 

when the Israelites were recognised as God’s chosen people. The Passover didn’t happen 

‘out of the blue’. The Israelites had put their trust in God and his promises even when  

their enemies (and their gods) seemed to be all-powerful and talk of freedom would have 

seemed fanciful. Now, as a free people, they became united, promising to ‘share the same 

blessings and dangers’, and all singing the same hymns of praise to God. Now they could 

live freely in God’s ways as partners in the first Covenant.   

If Jesus’ demanding instructions to his followers, (Luke 12:32-48) were read without the 

context of this freedom and the faithfulness of God in fulfilling his big promises,  I 

would feel rather daunted to say the least by the ‘sell your possessions’ and to build up 

treasures in heaven (it’s clearly an ‘either / or decision’), and I can imagine people 

warning me about ‘taking religion too far’. But in the context of a Covenant, I see it as 

allowing ‘religion’, (the relationship with Jesus) to take me further than my limited 

horizons and dreams can offer.  

Jesus tells them that ‘It has pleased your Father to give you the Kingdom’. This is 

powerful stuff! The Kingdom is not some abstract idea; it is a vision – God’s vision – of 

how people can live freely in his way. To the Jewish mind, (including Jesus’ disciples), 

the world was subject to the powers of evil, (think of the words of the demons in the Cure 

of the man Possessed:’ what do you want with us? Have you come to destroy us?’). 

Whatever the actual nature of these powers, it is easy to see that the divided world and 

the suffering in it is not what God dreamed for us, his creatures made in his image. The 

purpose of Jesus coming among us was to liberate people, to allow them, (us!) to live in a 

new Covenant. To be given the Kingdom is to share in God’s power that operates in it.  

Of course, it doesn’t arrive ‘ready-made’. At this stage of the Gospel Jesus is preparing 

his disciples to carry on his work. Peter’s question (whether everyone has to follow these 

instructions or only his disciples) allows Jesus to make clear that he is talking to those 

who have the responsibility for building up the community – the stewards.  

Through Baptism any Christian has the privilege and duty of being a steward. This 

causes me some problems, since it makes me wonder if I am supposed to sell everything – 

not only am I reluctant to do this, I’m not sure my family would agree! The key point 

Jesus was making was that his followers must have God – not possessions or the security 

‘the world’ can offer – at the heart of their lives. A sign of this is an attitude of service, 

(the word Luke uses for servant specifically means one who gives service to the Christian 

community) as opposed to a self-seeking life. Jesus’ instruction to be dressed ready for 

action and servants to be found ‘at their employment’ when the master comes makes 

clear that service is a way of life for us.  

This is not ‘be a servant or else’, neither is it ‘work hard to earn your reward in heaven’. 

Jesus was leading people to a new relationship with the Father, one that frees us to grow 

fully into people made in God’s image. As a servant, I choose a life of communion with 

God and people, freed from the narrower confines offered by a ‘look after number one’ 

individualistic society and the inequalities and divisions that result from it.  Martin Bennett 



Monday (John Main, OSB) 
The first lesson to learn is that the coming of Jesus has enlightened and 
transformed the ordinary. If we can see this we can see our spiritual 
journey and religious practice entirely shot through with the potentiality of 
Christ’s redemptive love. Conversion requires significant readjustments in 
our lifestyle and our ways of seeing. These readjustments can be thought 
but they cannot be brought about by thinking of them. This is obvious 
enough but it becomes a more challenging truth when we examine our own 
practice. The touchstone is the degree to which we live out the 
consequences of our meditation. How do we live our lives? How do we 
make our daily decisions? Isn’t it often the case that, in practice, the centre 
we align ourselves upon is ourselves?  

Scripture (1Peter 4:10-11) 
Each one of you has received a special grace, so, like good stewards 
responsible for all these varied graces of God, put it at the service of others. 
If anyone is a speaker, let it be as the words of God, if anyone serves, let it 
be as in strength granted by God; so that in everything God may receive the 
glory, through Jesus Christ, since to him belong all glory and power for ever 
and ever. 
 

Tuesday (Thomas Merton) 
Most of the world is either asleep or dead. The religious people are, for the 
most part, asleep. The irreligious are dead. Those who are asleep are 
divided into two classes. The wise have oil in their lamps. That is to say 
they are detached from themselves and from the cares of the world, and 
they are full of charity. They are indeed waiting for the Bridegroom, and 
they desire nothing else but his coming. But the others are not only asleep: 
they are full of other dreams and other desires. Their lamps are empty 
because they have burned themselves out in the wisdom of the flesh and in 
their own vanity. They light their lamps only after he has gone. So they fall 
asleep again and when they wake they trim their useless lamps to 
investigate, once again, the matters of a dying world. 

Scripture (Luke 12:42-48) 
The Lord said, ‘Who, then, is the wise and trustworthy steward whom the 
master will place over his household to give them at the proper time their 
allowance of food? Blessed that servant if his master’s arrival finds him 
doing exactly that. I tell you truly, he will put him in charge of everything that 
he owns. The servant who knows what his master wants, but has not even 
started to carry out those wishes, will receive many strokes of the lash. 
When someone is given a great deal, a great deal will be demanded of that 
person; when someone is entrusted with a great deal, even more will be  
expected of that person. 

Wednesday (Meister Eckhart) 
You know that a good will cannot fail to find God, although the mind 
sometimes feels that it misses him and often believes that he has departed. 
What should you do then? Do exactly the same as you would if you were 
experiencing the greatest consolation. There is no better advice on how to 
find God than to seek him where we left him: do now, when you cannot find 
God, what you did when last you had him, and then you will find him again. 
A good will can never lose God or fail to find him. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 119:49-57) 
Keep in mind your promise to your servant on which I have built my hope. It 
is my comfort in distress, that your promise gives me life. Endlessly the 
arrogant have jeered at me, but I have not swerved from your Law. I have 
kept your age-old judgments in mind, Lord, and I am comforted. Fury grips 
me when I see the wicked who abandon your Law. Your judgments are my 
song where I live in exile. All night, Lord, I hold your name in mind, I keep 
your Law. This is what it means to me, keeping your precepts. My task, I 
have said, Lord, is to keep your word. 
 

  
Thursday (Dietrich Bonhoeffer) 
It is to be noted that Jesus calls not himself, but his disciples the salt of the 
earth, for he entrusts his work on earth to them. Jesus does not say ‘You 
must be salt.’ It is not for the disciples to decide whether they will be the 
salt of the earth, for they are so whether they like it or not, they have been 
made salt by the call they have received. The word speaks of their whole 
existence in so far as it is grounded anew in the call of Christ. Of course 
there is another possibility – the salt may lose its savour and cease to be 
salt at all. It just stops working. Then it is indeed good for nothing but to be 
thrown away. Everything can be saved by salt – only salt which loses its 
savour has no hope of recovery. That is the judgment that always hangs 
over the disciple community whose mission is to save the world. 
 

Scripture (Matthew 5:13-16) 
You are the salt of the earth, but if salt loses its taste, what can make it salty 
again? It is good for nothing and can only be thrown out to be trampled 
under people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top 
cannot be hidden. No-one lights a lamp to put it under a tub; they put it on a 
lamp-stand where it shines for everyone in the house. In the same way your 
light must shine in people’s sight, so that, seeing your good works, they may 
give praise to your Father in heaven. 
 

 


