
Friday (Bede Griffiths) 
 Out of the essential experience of Christ within, the church is born and 
grows. The birth of community is also the beginning of the pain of growth 
and of the paschal cycles of development. If meditation creates community, 
community brings conflict. But this sword which Christ brings can also be 
used to cut away the layers of personal and collective egoism which 
obstruct the free passage of the spirit. 
 

Scripture (2 Cor.6:14-16) 
Do not harness yourselves in an uneven team with unbelievers; how can 
uprightness and law-breaking be partners, or what can light and darkness 
have in common? How can Christ come to an agreement with Beliar and 
what sharing can there be between a believer and an unbeliever? The temple 
of God cannot compromise with false gods; and that is what we are – the 
temple of the living God. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 ps A greeting quoted by Fr. Kevin Kelly: 
  
 “May the peace of Christ disturb you” 
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20th week of Ordinary Time 

   Jesus – Disturbing the peace 
Jesus’ provocative, statement, ‘I have come to bring fire to the earth,’ makes me feel 

uncomfortable. Following it up by saying he has come to bring division, not peace, (Luke 

12:49-53), leaves me decidedly disturbed. Or rather, it disturbs my image of a Jesus who 

spent his time ‘being nice’ to widows, poor people and lepers and giving sinners another 

chance.  He did all of these, but Jesus was not put on the cross for being nice!  

The sole purpose of Jesus, as Messiah, is to reveal God’s truth and to make it a reality, 

and that was never going to be a smooth ride.  At the beginning of Luke’s Gospel, 

Simeon foretold he was ‘destined for the fall and rise of many... to be a sign that is 

opposed,’, and John the Baptist said that Jesus came ‘to baptise with the Holy Spirit and 

with fire.’ This is not a forest fire that destroys everything, but fire that purifies, as in 

smelting. Clearly, Jesus wasn’t going to be a Messiah who compromised God’s word. 

History would tell his followers that prophets never compromise. A good example is 

Jeremiah, (38:4-10) who had, over a number of years, faithfully proclaimed God’s 

message that the leaders in Jerusalem must surrender to the (pagan) Babylonians, or 

else face destruction. I can see why they would reject Jeremiah because their reasonable 

expectation, as God’s chosen people, would be that God would protect them and defeat 

their enemies. The problem was that over the years they had turned away from God and 

the exile would be the way they would learn their lesson. Jeremiah’s message was 

uncomfortable and disturbing to the people who had become comfortable and set in their 

ways, rather than in God’s ways. 

As a theory, I can accept that, but it still doesn’t feel right that Jesus would split families. 

This feeling says I still want a comfortable Jesus but if I believe that Jesus was a unique 

point in our history, it means he provoked a crisis, i.e. a turning point after which 

nothing is the same. The Prodigal Son’s family is an example: the father’s 

uncompromising forgiveness forced the older brother to choose, and he refused to come 

in. The family was split. I can imagine a father who had heard Jesus coming home and 

announcing that he wasn’t going to build a bigger barn but would give the excess away 

would make his son angry, (‘that’s my inheritance you’re giving away,’), and any 

woman who had taken to heart Jesus’ messages that women were equal in God’s eyes, 

(think Martha and Mary and his forbidding men from divorcing their wives) would no 

doubt come home with different ideas about how she should be treated, much to the 

annoyance, even scandal, of the mother-in-law and mother fearful for the family name.  

Jesus is travelling towards Jerusalem visiting towns and villages on the way. There can 

be no doubt he would leave more than ripples in his wake as he brings God’s 

uncompromising good news that challenges old ideas to allow God’s ideas in. God’s 

word is disruptive to anyone who is settled in their own ways. 

When someone is baptised, they ‘share Christ’s role as priest, prophet and king’. This 

means we have to ask ourselves if we as a church make our individualistic, competitive 

and divided society uncomfortable. Do I, by my words and actions, uncompromisingly 

proclaim God’s forgiveness, love for enemy and neighbour to the point where I’m 

accused of ‘taking religion too far’? Or do I / we keep our religion within respectable 

bounds? ‘Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of 

your love’ – a prayer that asks for trouble    Martin Bennett 



Monday (Dom Helder Camara) 
We must have no illusions. We must not be naïve. If we listen to the voice 
of God, we make our choice, get out of ourselves and fight non-violently for 
a better world. We must not expect to find it easy; we shall not walk on 
roses, people will not throng to hear us and applaud, and we shall not 
always be aware of divine protection. If we are to be pilgrims, we must 
expect the desert. 
 

Scripture (Jeremiah 38:2,4-6) 
Jeremiah spoke to the people. ‘Yahweh says this, “Anyone who stays in the 
city will die; but anyone who leaves it will escape with his life”.’ The chief 
men then said to the king, ‘You must have this man put to death: he is 
disheartening the remaining soldiers in the city, and all the people too, by 
talking like this. This man seeks not the welfare of the people but their ruin.’ 
‘He is in your hands,’ the king answered.’ So they took Jeremiah and put him 
in the storage well where there was no water, only mud, and into the mud 
Jeremiah sank. 

  
Tuesday (Fr. Richard Rohr) 
“It is not peace I have come to bring, but a sword.” This isn’t a Christianity 
of niceness, of pretty words and feel-good experiences. The vast majority 
of sermons I have ever heard are about being nice. That’s how domestic 
the gospel has become: how to be nice in this world and to live a nice life. 
There’s nothing more dangerous to true religious thinking than 
conventionalism, being like everybody else in the neighbourhood. There’s 
no depth or power to that. The masses are never going to be ready for the 
word of surrender, of going beyond self. It’s easier to be nice than to be 
faithful. 
 

Scripture (John 6:51-52,59-63) 
‘I am the living bread which has come down from heaven.  
Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I shall give 
is my flesh, for the life of the world.’ Then the Jews started arguing among 
themselves,’ How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ After hearing it, 
many of his followers said, ‘This is intolerable language. How could anyone 
accept it?’ Jesus was aware that his followers were complaining about it and 
said, ‘Does this disturb you?’ 

  
 
 
 
 

Wednesday (Oscar Romero) 
A preaching that does not point out sin is not the preaching of the gospel. A 
preaching that makes sinners feel good, so that they become entrenched in 
their sinful state, betrays the gospel call. A preaching that awakens, that 
enlightens – as when a light turned on awakens and of course annoys a 
sleeper – that is the preaching of Christ, calling: Wake up! Be converted! 
That is the church’s authentic preaching. Naturally, such preaching must 
meet conflict, must spoil what is miscalled prestige, must disturb, must be 
persecuted. It cannot get along with the powers of darkness and sin. 
 

Scripture (John 3:17-19) 
God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but so that through 
him the world might be saved. No one who believes in him will be judged; 
but whoever does not believe is judged already, because that person does 
not believe in the Name of God’s only Son. And the judgment is this: though 
the light has come into the world people have preferred darkness to light  
because their deeds were evil. 

  
Thursday (St. Francis de Sales) 
Our response to God’s inspirations must be prompt. We are taught that in 
matters of obedience, The Holy Spirit will have no putting off, but desires 
great promptitude in obeying his inspirations. Our slothfulness, which 
makes us say, “I will begin presently,” is our destruction. Why not now, at 
this very moment, when he is inspiring and urging us? It is because we are 
so tender over ourselves that we are afraid of all that seems likely to take 
away our repose. We do not wish to be roused by any external objects that 
would draw us out of ourselves. 
 

Scripture (Ephesians 5:6-12) 
Do not let anyone deceive you with empty arguments: it is such behaviour 
that draws down God’s retribution on those who rebel against him. Make 
sure you do not throw in your lot with them. You were darkness once, but 
now you are light in the Lord; behave as children of the light, for the effects 
of the light can be seen in complete goodness and uprightness and truth. 
Try to discover what the Lord wants of you, take no part in the futile works of 
darkness but, on the contrary, show them up for what they are. 

  
 


