
Friday (St. Catherine of Genoa) 
This creature, although lost in her own self, found her true self in one 
instant in God. Although she thought herself to be very poor, yet she 
remained rich in the divine love. She, knowing the grace and operation to 
be all from God, remained lost in herself. She gave her free-will to God, 
and God thereupon worked with its means. O great wonder to see God 
having so great care of human beings! All tongues are incapable of 
expressing it, all intellects of understanding it. That person becomes foolish 
in the eyes of the world, to whom you, O Lord God, manifest even the 
slightest spark of your indescribable love. You, O God, wish to exalt 
humans. 
 

Scripture (Ephesians 3:8-11) 
I, who am less than the least of all God’s holy people, have been entrusted 
with this special grace, of proclaiming to the gentiles the unfathomable 
treasure of Christ, and of throwing light on the inner workings of the mystery 
kept hidden through all the ages in God, the creator of everything. The 
purpose of this was that now, through the Church, the principalities and 
ruling forces should learn how many-sided God’s wisdom is, according to 
the plan which he formed from all eternity in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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21st Week of Ordinary Time 

  You can’t drift through the narrow door 
When Jesus is asked, “Will many be saved?” he doesn’t pull any punches in saying that 

‘getting in’ will be by the narrow door, (as opposed to the main gate with everyone else), 

and that there will certainly be people locked out, with no pity and no second chance for 

those weeping and wailing on the outside. (Luke 13:22-30) 

For a younger me, ‘being saved’ meant ‘getting into heaven’ (or saved from hell fire). 

The idea that God would make entry difficult and would coldly sit behind a locked door 

made me think I’d ask to be let out if I heard friends and family refused entry, but if the 

passage is read in the context of where it is in the Gospel, and in the context of 

‘salvation’ throughout the Old Testament, (and therefore the context Jesus would have 

in mind), it’s clear that this is a distorted (and damaging), image of God that can happen 

when a gospel passage is not put into its original context. 

In the earlier part of the chapter, focus has continued to be on the Kingdom of God, with 

Jesus clearly feeling a sense of urgency as he heads to Jerusalem. The cure of a crippled 

woman is a clear sign that the reign of God has begun: she was ‘bound by Satan’ but 

Jesus freed her.  The people recognise this and praise God, but the religious officials 

cannot see God in this, because in their mind, Jesus broke the Sabbath Law. They would 

be people who failed to respond to the coming of the Kingdom, and so would be those 

who claimed to know Jesus but would be left outside. Jesus then tells two parables about 

how the Kingdom will grow from small beginnings, (Parables of the Mustard Seed and 

the Yeast) showing that the Kingdom will begin small, almost unnoticed and hidden, but 

will become huge and include all people.  

The ‘small’ refers to the numbers of disciples who follow Jesus (and in Acts, the small 

Christian communities). This would be seen as the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy, (Is. 

66:18-21), in which God says he will gather all nations in Jerusalem, where God dwells 

with his people.  

Isaiah speaks of ‘survivors’, referring to those who have remained faithful to the 

Covenant whilst others, (especially the leaders), have turned away from God and 

perished during the invasions and exile. God’s people have nearly all turned away God, 

living lives that are dead-end and destructive for themselves and especially for those who 

are exploited and neglected by their lifestyle. God does not give up but creates a new 

beginning with the small number who listen to and co-operate with him. They are the 

mustard seed, the yeast through whom God will change the world we live in.   

In the prophecies, Jerusalem is the focus of this new order, and it is in this context that 

the demanding instruction to enter by the narrow door makes sense.  The specific 

journey for Jesus is the road to Jerusalem and the cross. His prayer in Gethsemane 

reveals that wholehearted obedience to God’s will is the narrow gate. By Jesus passing 

through it, God is able to establish the new Kingdom which opens up a new world for all. 

For us, to enter through the narrow gate is the same. It means living lives that are 

obedient to God, a wholehearted response that allows all areas of life to be affected, to 

live lives that are fully open to the vision God has for us as people made in his image. I 

think of it as being saved from the mediocrity of the life I can live if I rely on myself. The 

reason Jesus is demanding is because his desire for each of us to live as members of his 

Kingdom is no less passionate now than it was then. Martin Bennett 



Monday (Henri Nouwen) 
Many Christian leaders have found themselves imprisoned in a life where 
all the words were already spoken, all events have already taken place, 
and all the people have already been met. But for those who have a deep-
rooted faith in the value and meaning of life, every experience holds a new 
promise, every encounter carries a new insight, and every event brings a 
new message. Christian leadership is called ministry precisely to express 
that in service to others new life can be brought about. It is this service 
which gives eyes to see the flower breaking through the cracks in the 
street, ears to hear a word of forgiveness muted by hatred and hostility, 
and hands to feel new life under the cover of death and destruction. 
 

Scripture (Isaiah 66:18-21) 
The Lord says this: I am coming to gather the nations of every language. 
They shall come to witness my glory. I will give them a sign and send some 
of their survivors to the nations that have never heard of me or seen my 
glory. They will proclaim my glory to the nations. As an offering to the Lord 
they will bring all your brothers from all the nations to my holy mountain in 
Jerusalem, says the Lord. And some of them I will make priests and Levites, 
says the Lord. 

  
Tuesday (Evelyn Underhill) 
Creation is the activity of an artist possessed by the vision of perfection. 
From this point of view, each human spirit is an unfinished product, on 
which the creative spirit is always at work. Various glimpses of one living 
Perfection wake up the love and desire for that living perfection, latent in 
every human creature, which is the same thing as the love of God. All our 
responses to the incitement of this hidden God, however it may reach us, 
follow much the same road. All mean, on the one hand, action, effort,  
renunciation of the narrow horizon, the personal objective; and on the other 
hand a deliberate and grateful response to the attraction of the unseen, 
deepening into a conscious communion which gradually becomes the 
ruling fact of life. 

Scripture (Colossians 1:15-20) 
He is the image of the unseen God, the first born of all creation, for in him 
were created all things in heaven and on earth: everything visible and 
everything invisible, thrones, ruling forces, sovereignties, powers – all 
things were created through him and for him. He is the beginning, the first 
born form the dead, so that he could be supreme in every way; because God 
wanted all fullness to be found in him and through him to reconcile all things 
to him, everything in heaven and everything on earth, by making peace 
through his death on the cross. 

Wednesday (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium) 
Yes to the challenge of a missionary spirituality: 
Many pastoral workers, although they pray, develop a sort of inferiority 
complex [because of the influences of ‘the world’] which leads them to 
relativize or conceal their Christian identity and convictions. They end up 
being unhappy with who they are and what they do… they end up stifling 
the joy of mission with a kind of obsession about being like everyone else 
and possessing what everyone else possesses. It is striking that even 
some who clearly have solid doctrinal and spiritual convictions frequently 
fall into a lifestyle which leads to an attachment to financial security, or to a 
desire for power or human glory at all cost, rather than giving their lives to 
others in mission. Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of missionary 
enthusiasm!  
 

Scripture (Luke 13:24-30) 
Jesus said, ‘Try your hardest to enter by the narrow door, because, I tell you, 
many will try to enter and will not succeed. You may find yourself standing 
on the outside, saying, “Lord, open to us,” but he will answer, “I do not know 
where you come from.” Then you will start saying, “We once ate and drank 
in your company; you taught in our streets,” but he will say, “Away from me, 
all evil doers!” And there will be weeping and grinding of teeth when you see 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, 
and yourselves thrown out. And people from east and west, north and south, 
will come and sit down at the feast in the kingdom of God. There are those 
now last who will be first and those now first who will be last. 

 
Thursday (Meister Eckhart) 
In all that we do and at all times we should accustom ourselves to sharing 
in the life and work of our Lord Jesus Christ, in all that he did and chose not 
to do, in all that he suffered and experienced, and we should always be 
mindful of him as he was of us. You should freely practice those kind of 
works in which you find that you can and do possess a mind raised above 
all things into God. For God does not notice the nature of the works but 
only the love, the devotion and the spirit which is in them.  
 

Scripture (Deuteronomy 30:15-17) 
‘Look, today I am offering you life and prosperity, death and disaster. If you 
obey the commandments of the Lord your God, which I am laying down for 
you today, if you love the Lord your God and follow his ways, you will live 
and grow numerous, and the Lord will bless you. But if your heart turns 
away, if you refuse to listen, if you let yourself be drawn into worshipping 
other Gods and serving them, I tell you today, you will most certainly perish. 
 


