
Friday (A New Catechism) 
The sin of the world came to a climax in the crucifixion of Christ. This is the 
Fall In the most radical sense: the killing of the most uniquely good, the 
expulsion of God. Everybody takes part in it. Those who carried out the 
sentence and handled the hammers knew perhaps less of what they were 
doing than many of us. All mankind has a hand in it. This, the greatest of all 
sins, was redemption on the part of God. The most brutal No was 
answered by God with the incomprehensible Yes. The flood of sin was 
surpassed by the greater flood of grace. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 103:8-13) 
The Lord is tenderness and pity, slow to anger and rich in faithful love; his 
anger does not last forever, nor his resentment last for all time; he does not 
treat us as our sins deserve, nor repay us as befits our offences. As high as 
the heavens are above earth, so strong is his is his love for those who fear 
him. As far as the east is from the west, so far from us does he put our 
faults. As tenderly as a father treats his children, so the Lord treats those 
who fear him. 
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24th week of Ordinary Time 

  God forgives all sorts. Like to join them? 
The Pharisees’ and Scribes’ strong sense of the importance of sin is well founded, since 

it is clear from when God orders Moses to go down from the mountain because the 

people ‘have been quick to leave the ways which I ordered them to follow’, (Exodus 32:7-

14), and his anger will ‘blaze out at them’; he even threatens to ‘put an end to them.’  

The Pharisees and Scribes are surely right, then, to complain that Jesus’ apparently easy 

going (liberal?) ways, (Luke 15). By ‘welcoming sinners and eating with them’ without 

first insisting that they show that they are sorry and making promises to amend their 

ways, (‘firm purpose of amendment’), he runs the risk of giving the message, ‘it doesn’t 

really matter if you sin, God loves you anyway.’ It certainly undermines their teaching of 

about ‘clean’ and ‘unclean’, which essentially dictate who is worthy to approach God 

and who isn’t. These arguments about God’s worthiness and forgiveness are familiar 

today. Perhaps the fault is that people one side emphasise sin whilst the other focuses on 

the sinner – and neither take the whole picture, that God doesn’t separate them.   

The Israelite’s sin that so angered God was that they had made a golden calf. They 

haven’t abandoned God for another, lesser god, (when the calf is made, Aaron says, 

‘Tomorrow will be a feast in Yahweh’s honour’) so much as think Moses, who has been 

gone for 40 days – bible speak for a long time – has abandoned them. They need 

something they can see and understand to put their faith in, which seems reasonable, but 

in making the calf they are no longer following God’s way. His anger is not losing his 

temper but his passionate ‘jealousy’ or commitment to his people. Moses reminds him of 

this by saying, ‘Of course they’re wrong – they’re being human, the way you made them. 

Why would you act like them?’ 

In Luke’s ‘Lost’ parables, we see the loving, passionate nature of God. In the Lost sheep 

and the lost drachma, the loss is small, even insignificant, yet the exuberant, (excessive?) 

joy of the shepherd / woman teaches that God is deeply saddened when any person is 

‘lost’ and ridiculously happy when they are ‘found’. This is captured in the Prodigal Son 

when the father hitches up his robes and runs towards his bedraggled, wastrel of a son, 

who he sees ‘while he was still a long way off’, showing he has never stopped looking for 

him. He doesn’t wait for any apology, explanations or promises of reform but instead 

gives him back his dignity (puts shoes on his feet) and treats him like a king, (the robe 

and the ring).  

The reaction of the dutiful, hard-working older son points an accusing finger at the 

Pharisees for not allowing God to forgive so completely and instantly, and there aren’t 

many people who read the story without agreeing that the older son has a point. He also 

has a big problem: he doesn’t know ‘all I have is yours’. His brother – and let’s not 

underestimate what a rotten character he was – should not be allowed back in because 

he has been disloyal, immoral, and failed in his duties. In short, he has lost the right  to 

be in the family, and should never be allowed back in, (he is no longer a brother).  

Our sin –the various ways we walk our way, not God’s – matters hugely because it 

damages us and others, but it doesn’t affect one jot or for a single moment his love for 

us. Perhaps if I as an individual or we as a church were to become more aware of God’s 

excessive joy in forgiving me when I return to him, or let him find me, I / we would be 

more likely to eat with sinners than to judge them. Martin Bennett 



Monday (Elizabeth Fry) 
My friends, remember that we have to deal with a compassionate Father, 
who pities his children, who knows our frame, who remembers that we are 
dust, who sees us not as man sees us, who judges us not according to 
appearance, but according to the heart. We have a High Priest who is 
touched with the sense of our infirmities. How consoling is it to remember 
that there is no desire however feeble toward himself but he is willing to 
strengthen it. Therefore, you humble, broken-hearted, contrite and afflicted 
ones, lift up your hearts and put your trust in him who suffered for you. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 51:1-4,10-12) 
Have mercy on me, O God, in your faithful love, in your great tenderness 
wipe away my offences; wash me more and more from my guilt, purify me 
from my sin. For I am well aware of my offences, my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you alone, I have sinned, I have done what you see to be wrong. 
God, create in me a pure heart, renew within me a steadfast spirit, do not 
thrust me away from your presence, do not take away from me your spirit of 
holiness. Give me back the joy of your salvation, sustain in me a generous 
spirit. 

  

Tuesday (Julian of Norwich) 
Some of us believe that god is all powerful and may do everything; and that 
he is all wise and can do everything; but as for believing that he is all love 
and will do everything, there we hold back. In my view nothing hinders 
God’s lovers more than the failure to understand this. As by his courtesy 
God forgives our sins when we repent, even so he wills that we should 
forgive our sin, and so give up our senseless worrying and faithless fear. If 
we fall we are to get up quickly; for the worst pain a soul can have is to let 
sin take it away from God. 
 

Scripture (Luke 15:4-7) 
Which one of you with a hundred sheep, if he lost one, would fail to leave the 
ninety-nine in the desert and go after the missing one till he found it? And 
when he found it, would he not take it joyfully on his shoulders and then, 
when he got home, call together his friends and neighbours saying to them, 
“Rejoice with me, I have found my sheep that was lost.” In the same way, I 
tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner repenting 
than over ninety-nine upright people who have no need of repentance.  

 
 
 
 

Wednesday (Henri Nouwen) 
When God asked Adam, ‘Where are you?’ Adam answered, ‘I was hiding.’ 
He confessed his true condition. This confession opened him to God. 
When we pray, we come out of our shelters and not only see our own 
nakedness but also see that there is no enemy to hide from, only a friend 
who likes nothing better than to clothe us with a new coat. Certainly praying 
takes some admissions. It requires the humble recognition of our condition 
as broken human beings. However, prayer does not lead us to shame, guilt 
or despair but rather to the joyful discovery that we are only human and 
that God is truly God. 
 

Scripture (Ezekiel 18:21-23,30-32) 
‘If the wicked renounce all the sins they have committed, respect my laws 
and are law-abiding and upright, they will most certainly live; they will not 
die. None of the crimes they have committed will be remembered from then 
on. Would I take pleasure in the death of the wicked – says the Lord – and 
not prefer to see him renounce their wickedness and live? Shake off all the 
crimes you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit. I take no pleasure in the death of anyone – says the Lord – so repent 
and live!’  

  
Thursday (Source Unknown) 
A wise old man used to meditate under a large tree on the banks of a river 
every morning. One day, a scorpion swept along by the current became 
caught in the roots of the tree and began to struggle to free itself. The old 
man reached out to rescue the drowning scorpion but each time he 
touched it, the animal jerked and stung him. Instinctively, the man withdrew 
his hand, but having regained his balance, once again reached out to the 
scorpion. The scorpion repeatedly stung him so that his hand became 
bloody and his face distorted with pain. A passerby watched and shouted, 
‘Hey, stupid old man! What’s wrong with you? Why risk your life for a 
useless, ungrateful animal?’ The old man replied, ‘Friend, it is in the 
scorpion’s nature to sting. Why should I give up my own nature to save?’ 

Scripture (Romans 5:8-11) 
So it is proof of God’s own love for us that Christ died for us while we were 
still sinners. How much more can we be sure, therefore, that, now we have 
been justified by his death we shall be saved through him from the 
retribution of God. For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, how much more can we be sure that, now 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. We are filled with exultant 
trust in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have already 
gained our reconciliation. 


