
 
Friday (Martin Luther King) 
Jesus knew that his disciples would face a difficult and hostile world. They 
would need a tough mind, characterised by incisive thinking and decisive 
judgment. The tough-minded individual is astute and discerning. They have 
a quality that makes for firmness of purpose and solidness of commitment. 
But the gospel also demands a tender heart, without which tough 
mindedness is cold and detached. The hardhearted individual never 
experiences the beauty of friendship because they are too cold to feel 
affection for and are too self-centred to share another’s joy and sorrow. The 
hardhearted person lacks the capacity for genuine compassion. They give 
money to a worthwhile charity, but give not of their spirit. 
 

Scripture (1John 3:16-20) 
This is the proof of love, that he laid down his life for us, and we too ought to 
lay down our lives for each other. If anyone is well off in earthly possessions 
and see their brother in need but close their heart to him, how can the love of 
God be remaining in them? Children, our love must be not just mere words 
or talk, but something active and genuine. This will be the proof that we 
belong to the truth. 
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25th week of Ordinary Time 

      Love God with your heart, soul, mind and bank account 
I haven’t done a proper survey of the Bible but I’d bet that the rich land in deeper 

trouble with God, and more often, than any other group. I could take some comfort from 

the prophet Amos’ warning against the rich and powerful, (Amos 8) because this group 

knowingly and consistently cheat and swindle the poor. I hopefully don’t sound ‘holier 

than thou’ when I say I’d never do that. Although I am ‘comfortable’ (which the genuine 

poor of the world would read as ‘very rich’), I can say I’ve earned my money honestly. 

At the risk of sounding naïve, a question I have is how anyone could look a poor / 

vulnerable person in the eye whilst actively stealing from them.  I suspect the answer 

might be ‘gradually’ – if you grow up in a system where everyone is at it, where being 

poor is seen as a punishment from God (and prosperous a reward for virtue), where 

you’ve always lived in a society where that is acceptable, it becomes easier to justify your 

actions, or even not to know it’s wrong. Digging a little deeper, though, I realise I can’t 

so easily distance myself. I do it more subtly simply by living in an affluent western 

society, which has quite a lot in common with Amos’ world – one of material prosperity, 

much of which depended on exploiting the poor.     

It’s fairly easy to see how the contents of my shopping basket and home have arrived on 

the backs of people (and the environment) being exploited, but Amos’ accusations run 

deeper than people’s actions. As God’s chosen race, the Israelites are expected to live by 

a higher ethical and moral standard, one which reflects God’s love for all. They would 

claim to be religious people – they observe the rules about not working on the Sabbath 

and the new moon – but clearly there is no connection between liturgy and life. In 

separating the two, they have clearly forgotten that from a religious standpoint, all  

(including wealth) comes from, and belongs to, God, and so all must be shared. Amos 

makes clear that God has had enough and will call people back to living this truth. 

In the Parable of the Dishonest Steward, (Luke 16:1-13), Jesus teaches his followers that 

they must live with an attitude to money that is different to the system they are used to. 

There are different views on whether the steward was dishonest in cancelling the debts 

owed to the master, (if he earned commission, he was simply cutting his own profits) or 

because he was part of a system that relied on exploiting the poor (which the absentee 

landlord depended on), but Jesus is setting the scene for the need to move out of one 

system into a new situation. The steward is praised for his decisive action in preparing 

for the change from the old set of values and ways of doing things to the new – 

something Jesus has repeatedly told his disciples is a choice they must make in response 

to his life, death and resurrection. He is not saying we should despise money, (it is the 

love of money that is the root of evil), nor that we should avoid contact with the world. 

We must, however, choose which master we serve – ‘mammon’, (any form of wealth, 

including money, status, possessions or use of time) or God. 

I think the question I have to ask in each part of my life is what is the priority – love of 

self or neighbour, with the subtler version of ‘I will help people when...’ being a sure sign 

of worshipping mammon: if God is at the centre of my actions, so is my neighbour; if my 

neighbour isn’t at the centre, I am. If my Sunday worship is connected to daily life, I 

have to acknowledge that ‘wealth’ is always to be shared. A useful check is how often I 

think of the poor at the point of spending money or time.   Martin Bennett 



Monday (Carlo Carretto)  
In the face of Love’s judgement I felt enclosed in my own infinite and 
omnipotent egoism, a freshly cut log still full of sap, refusing to burn, merely 
smoking and sizzling. This is why. One evening, in the desert, I met an old 
man shivering with cold. I had two blankets with me – indispensable for 
warmth on a night in the open. Giving him one meant going cold myself. I 
was afraid and kept both blankets for myself. I did not shiver with cold that 
night, but I trembled before God’s judgment the following day. The two 
blankets, nothing else, were the subject of the judgment. I was declared 
unfit for the kingdom, and I could see why: I had failed to observe the 
commandment ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ How could I 
enter the Kingdom of love in these conditions? I was rightly judged unfit 
and requested to remain outside until I had mended my ways.  
 

Scripture (Ecclesiasticus 29:8-13)  
Be patient with those who are badly off, do not keep them waiting on your 
generosity. In obedience to the commandment, help the poor. Spend your 
money on your brother or your friend, do not leave it under a stone to rust 
away. Use your wealth as the Most High has decreed; you will find that more 
profitable than gold. Stock your store-rooms with almsgiving; this will save 
you from all misfortune. 
  
Tuesday (Fr. Richard Rohr) 
The level of sophistication in this country moves higher every decade. Our 
restaurants, hotels and cars get better and better, and we get used to it! In 
a culture of affluence, people don’t necessarily lose the desire to do good. 
It’s worse than that. They don’t even recognise the good any more. They 
become spiritually blind. The rich man in the story never notices Lazarus 
because his concern is for prestige, comfort and consumption. You 
wouldn’t put a man in jail for that! He has done nothing “wrong,” yet the 
story puts him in the torment of “Hades.”  
 

Scripture (1 Timothy 6:17-19) 
Instruct those who are rich in this world’s goods that they should not be 
proud and should set their hopes not on money, which is untrustworthy, but 
on God who gives us richly all that we need for our happiness. They are to 
do good and be rich in good works, generous in giving and always ready to 
share – this is the way they can amass a good capital sum for the future if 
they want to possess the only life that is real. 
 
 
 

Wednesday (Thomas a Kempis) 
Christ speaks to the disciple: Take great care to ensure that in every 
place, action and outward occupation you remain inwardly free and your 
own master. Control circumstances and do not allow them control you. 
Only so can you be ruler of your actions and not their servant or slave. The 
things of this world have no hold over the children of God; on the contrary, 
they draw them into their service, and employ them in ways ordained by 
God who has left nothing in his creation without its due place. 
 

Scripture (Mark 10:17-18,20-25) 
A man ran up to Jesus, knelt before him and asked him, ‘What must I do to 
inherit eternal life? I have kept all the commandments since my earliest 
days.’ Jesus looked steadily at him and he was filled with love for him, and 
he said, ‘You need to do one thing more. Go and sell what you own and give 
the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me.’ But his face fell at these words and he went away sad, for he was 
a man of great wealth.  
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘How hard it is to enter the kingdom of God. It is 
easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for someone rich 
to enter the kingdom of God.’ 
 
Thursday (Meister Eckhart) 
However holy our works may be, they do not in any way make us holy in so 
far as they are works, but it is we, in so far as we are holy and possess 
fullness of being, who sanctify all our works. The reason why a person’s 
essence and ground is wholly good is that their mind is wholly turned to 
God. Make every effort, then, to let God be great and to ensure that all your 
good intentions and endeavours are directed to him in all that you do and in 
all that you refrain from doing. Truly, the more you do this, the better your 
works will be. 
 

Scripture (Acts 2:42, 44-46) 
People accepted what Peter said and were baptised. They remained faithful 
to the teachings of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of bread 
and to the prayers. All who shared the faith owned everything in common; 
they sold their goods and possessions and distributed the proceeds among 
themselves according to what each one needed. Each day, with one heart, 
they went to the Temple, but met in their houses for the breaking of bread; 
they shared their food gladly and generously; they praised God and were 
looked up to by everyone. 
 
 
 


