
Friday (John Main, OSB) 
For the founders of Christian monasticism life was the wonder of the 
present encounter with the risen and fully alive Jesus. This encounter is 
freedom from the individual bondages of our personal histories as well as 
from the collective enslavement to sin, fear, ignorance and weakness. By 
knowing this freedom of Jesus as the deepest human reality, the monastic 
founders ignited a living tradition. The spirit of their tradition has to be alive 
for us as it was for them because the ‘new creation’ to which Jesus is the 
door is as fresh for us as it was to the first disciples.   
 

Scripture (John 14:6-11) 
Jesus said, ‘If you know me, you will know my Father too. From this moment 
you have known him and seen him.’ Philip said, ‘ Lord, show us the Father 
and then we shall be satisfied.’ Jesus said, ‘Have I been with you all this 
time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Anyone who has seen me has 
seen the Father, so how can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? What I say to you I do 
not speak of my own accord: it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his 
works. You must believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me: or at least believe it on the evidence of these works. 
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28th Week of Ordinary Time 

      Faith allows us to meet the extraordinary God in ordinary life 

When Jesus cures the ten lepers, (Luke 17:11-19), the cure itself is not a significant part 

of the story - they find they are already cured as they set off to the priest. It’s the response 

to the cure that is significant: the one who returns to Jesus is 'saved'. Being saved clearly 

doesn’t refer to the cure, (the healing is given freely, and it is safe to assume that the 

other nine stay cured), so it isn’t immediately clear what Jesus means by this. The 

question he asks the onlookers – ‘Where are the other nine?’ – draws us into the story. 

The short answer is 'Gone to the priest, like you told them to.'  

So why, if they are obeying Jesus, are they not 'saved'?  

Their differing reaction to the cure is clearly the key. Both the Samaritan and the Jewish 

lepers were 'unclean' and were outsiders as far as their own people were concerned, (I 

imagine the fact that a Samaritan was living in the same company as the Jews is 

evidence of this). After the nine were declared clean by the priest, they were able to rejoin 

their own families and communities.   

There is no reason to think badly of them in any of this, but they were missing 

something. At the start, they "stood some way off" from Jesus. At the end, they move 

away. This isn't just at the physical level. The Samaritan starts off in the same place, but 

comes back right up to Jesus, praising God at the top of his voice. He is not only cured, 

he has been transformed by this breakthrough. Perhaps Jesus could have equally said 

'Go on your way, your faith has transformed you.' Whilst the nine return to 'normal' life 

gladly, he will return knowing that God is present in Jesus. 

The important question is how come only he 'got it'?  As a Samaritan, he would not have 

the same expectations of  the Messiah as his Jewish friends. He had the outsider's view 

which can see things more clearly than people who 'know' what is going to happen. This 

outsider's view is key to another leper's cure and transformation, (2 Kings 5). Naaman 

has been cured by the prophet Elisha, but once again, the cure is not the most significant 

feature. A powerful army commander from Aram, he would not have heard of the 

Israelite prophet if it hadn't been for his wife's Jewish maidservant. When he eventually 

arrives at the door of Elisha, he almost misses the cure because Elisha does not act in the 

way he expects. Firstly, he sends a servant to Naaman, who expected to be given more 

respect; and secondly, the cure is to wash in the river, rather than the more elaborate 

ritual and calling down of God. Naaman is furious and sets off home, but his servant 

intervenes and persuades him to do as the prophet says. As with the Gospel, there are two 

happy endings, (he is cured and is transformed by recognising the actions of God in the 

prophet), but this was only possible because of  two lowly servants - people who had no 

power and so were able to see what was present more clearly. 

Each week we profess a belief in the Risen Jesus. Naaman and the Samaritan found 

God’s actions weren’t immediately obvious; Naaman and the nine failed to spot him. To 

be aware of him, I need to step outside my normal routines and ways of seeing by 

spending time in prayer. If, after meeting Jesus in prayer or church,  I resume the 

ordinariness of life, ('Go on your way'), with an awareness of Jesus present in all, my 

faith allows me to see God in all.  If I leave him in prayer or in church, I am like the 

nine: my faith is one of duty and rules. I suspect it was the Samaritan who became a 

servant pointing others to Jesus. Martin Bennett 



Monday (Brother Lawrence) 
It is only necessary to realise that God is intimately present within us, to 
turn at every moment to him and ask for his help, recognise his will in all 
things doubtful, and to do well all that which we clearly see he requires of 
us, offering what we do to him before we do it, and giving thanks for having 
done it afterwards. In this unbroken communion one is continually 
preoccupied with praising, worshipping and loving God for his infinite acts 
of loving-kindness and perfection. We should in all confidence ask for his 
grace, which God never fails to offer at every juncture. 
 

Scripture (Luke 17:11-19) 
Jesus was travelling in the borderlands between Samaria and Galilee. Ten 
lepers came to meet him. They stood some way off and called to him, ‘Jesus! 
Master! Take pity on us.’ When he saw them, Jesus said, ‘Go and show 
yourself to the priests.’ Now as they were going away they were cleansed. 
Seeing that he was cured, one of them turned back, praising God at the top 
of his voice, and threw himself at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. The 
man was a Samaritan. This led Jesus to say, ‘Were not all ten made clean? 
Where are the other nine? It seems that no one has come back to praise God 
except this foreigner.’ And he said to the man, ‘Stand up and go on your way. 
Your faith has saved you.’ 
 
Tuesday (Fr. Richard Rohr) 
Unless we presume that the Lord is speaking right now, how can we 
believe that He ever spoke? We proceed on the premise that the Lord is 
acting and speaking in our lives right now. To have an attitude of faith is to 
hear the Lord speaking everywhere and all the time, in the concrete and 
ordinary circumstances of our lives. People of faith don’t need signs and 
wonders. God has quietly broken through and stands perfectly revealed in 
the now of things. 
 

Scripture (2Kings 5:9-11,13-15) 
Naaman came with his team and chariot to Elisha’s house. And  
Elisha sent him a messenger to say, ‘Go and wash seven times in the 
Jordan, and your flesh will be clean once more.’ But Naaman was indignant 
and went off saying, ‘I thought he would be sure to come out to me, call on 
the name of his God, and wave his hand over the spot and cure me.’ And he 
went off in a rage. But his servants approached him and said, ‘If the prophet 
had asked you to do something difficult, would you have done it? All the 
more reason then to do as he says.’ So Naaman bathed as Elisha had told 
him to and his flesh became clean once more. Returning to Elisha, he went 
in and said, ‘Now I know there is no God anywhere except in Israel.’  
 

Wednesday (C.S.Lewis) 
There lurks in most modern minds the notion that to desire our own good 
and earnestly to hope for the enjoyment of it is a bad thing. If we consider 
the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of rewards 
promised in the Gospels, it would seem that Our Lord finds our desires, not 
too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures fooling about with 
drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered to us, like an 
ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he 
cannot imagine what is offered by the offer of a holiday at the seaside. We 
are far too easily pleased. 
 

Scripture (Matthew 13:13-16) 
Jesus said, ‘The reason I talk in parables is they look without seeing and 
listen without hearing or understanding. So in their case what was spoken 
by the prophet Isaiah is being fulfilled: Listen and listen, but never 
understand! Look and look, but never perceive! This people’s heart has 
grown coarse, their ears dulled, they have shut their eyes tight to avoid 
using their eyes to see, their ears to hear, their heart to understand, 
changing their ways and being healed by me. But blessed are your eyes 
because they see, your ears because they hear!’ 
 
Thursday (A Carthusian) 
The graces with which God has so plentifully endowed our soul and by 
which he has surrounded our very existence, reveal his designs in our 
regard. Life should be the most perfect realisation possible of these 
designs. We appraise everything – persons, things and events - from the 
human point of view, which is so ephemeral and narrow. Our values should 
be God’s eternal values. Then things would open out and become 
beautiful. It is this life of faith which is the very life of God within us. 
 

Scripture (2 Cor. 4:3-4, 6) 
If our gospel seems to be veiled at all, it is so to those who are on 
their way to destruction, the unbelievers whose minds have been 
blinded by the god of this world, so that they cannot see shining the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. It is 
God who said, ‘Light shine out of darkness,’ that has shone into our 
hearts to enlighten them with the knowledge of God’s glory, the glory 
on the face of Christ. 
 
 
 
 


