
Friday (A Carthusian) 
Worrying after committing a fault is a second fault, and adds to the first. It is 
even graver. This is the reason. A fault is an act against a virtue or a 
commandment. Anxiety is contrary to the greatest of all commandments, as 
well as against the queen of all the virtues. It is a sin against charity and 
against faith in the love of God. A person who is anxious does not really 
believe in that love. For belief in that love has the promise of eternal life. 
 

Scripture (Eph. 2:4-5,7) 
God, being rich in faithful love, through the great love with which he loved 
us, even when we were dead in our sins, brought us to life with Christ – it is 
through grace that you have been saved. This was to show for all ages to 
come, through his goodness towards us in Christ Jesus, how extraordinarily 
rich he is in grace. 
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31st Week of Ordinary Time 
          God loves the sinner before, during and after.  
When Jesus is passing through Jericho surrounded by a large crowd and  suddenly stops 

and looks up into a tree, those around him presumably look up to see what’s caught his 

eye, (Luke 19:1-10). The reaction would be an instinctive loathing of this powerful and 

rich man – a grasping traitor who has made his wealth by extorting excessive taxes from 

the people whilst working for the pagan occupiers; it would possibly be also mixed with 

contempt to see him in such a vulnerable, undignified position. I suspect I would have 

been one of those to tell Jesus not only Zacchaeus’ name, but also give a full account of 

his failings and rotten character.  

In the silence that follows a sudden stop, many – including, no doubt, Zacchaeus himself 

– would expect Jesus to deliver a powerful lesson, warning him to change and leaving 

him in no doubt about how angry God is with him. No wonder the crowd complained, to 

hear Jesus inviting himself to eat at the sinner’s house. This offer of friendship is more 

than surprising, it’s scandalous. Quite apart from the fact that so many of the crowd 

deserve this honour far more than Zacchaeus, what sort of message is Jesus giving? 

Surely, he’s saying ‘sin doesn’t matter’; ‘do what you like, Jesus will forgive you’. 

Actually, Jesus’ actions don’t say anything of the sort. I suspect that the difference 

between Jesus and the crowd is in what they saw in the tree; like the crowd, Jesus saw a 

deeply sinful man, but that’s not all Jesus saw because he looked as God looks.  

Zacchaeus must have been very anxious to see Jesus to have not been put off by the 

crowd, and to have abandoned his dignity and status to climb a tree. It seems reasonable 

to assume that Jesus understood that this sinner was hungry for the chance to meet him, 

to have the chance to change. And that was all that was needed. 

I suspect that many people have an element of the ‘hellfire and damnation’ in them that 

takes as a reference point God’s power and the images of a terrifying Final Judgment 

and threats of eternal punishment. This is not the reference point of Jesus or Scripture. 

Wisdom 11:22-12:2 shows that the starting point for God's forgiveness is the immensity 

and the power of God. The whole of the world is insignificant compared to God, like a 

grain of dust which can barely tip the scale. It would be easy for God to destroy all with 

one breath, (11:20), but he would never do this because he loves all that he has made – 

and never stops loving. We have been created by God and belong to him. Nothing can 

change that; nothing we do can remove the ‘imperishable spirit’ that is in each of us. 

When Wisdom says God overlooks our sins, it isn’t in the sense of not noticing them, but 

that he looks over and beyond them; he has a perspective that we can’t have when we 

judge a person by their actions or character, of which we can only know a little, 

especially when, like the crowd looking at Zacchaeus, our vision is restricted by hurt or 

by feelings of self-righteousness.  

The penetrating look of Jesus and the offer of friendship transformed the sinner whose 

joy and exuberant generosity giving half his wealth away and repaying four times what 

he had cheated (he was only he was only obliged to pay back twice the amount) shows 

the power of God’s forgiveness. God’s forgiveness does not just put the past behind us; 

rather, it puts the future he intended back in front of us. It is our job, as his followers, to 

try to always see with Jesus' eyes, not with the crowds', and that includes when we look 

at our own sins.        Martin Bennett 



Monday (Martin Luther King) 
Forgiveness does not mean ignoring what has been done or putting a false 
label on an evil act. It means, rather, that the evil act no longer remains as 
a barrier to the relationship. When we discover that there is some good in 
the worst of us and some evil in the best of us, we are less prone to hate 
our enemies. When we look beneath the surface we see within our enemy-
neighbour a measure of goodness and see that the viciousness and evil of 
his acts are not representative of all that he is. In spite of all his hate, pride, 
ignorance and misunderstanding, we know that God’s image is ineffably 
etched on his being.  

 

Scripture (Wisdom 11:23-24) 
You are merciful to all, because you are almighty, you overlook people’s sins 
so that they can repent. Yes, you love everything that exists, and nothing 
you have made disgusts you, since, if you hated something, you would not 
have made it. You spare all, since all is yours, Lord, lover of life! For your 
imperishable spirit is in everything! And thus, gradually, you correct those 
who offend; you admonish and remind them of how they have sinned so that 
they may abstain from evil and trust in you, Lord. 
  
Tuesday (Julian of Norwich) 
Some of us believe that God is all powerful and may do everything; and 
that he is all wise and can do everything; but as for believing that he is all 
love and will do everything, there we hold back. In my view nothing hinders 
God’s lovers more than the failure to understand this. As God forgives our 
sins when we repent, even so he wills that we should forgive our sin, and 
so give up our senseless worrying and faithless fear. If we fall we are to get 
up quickly; for the worst pain a soul can have is to let sin take it away from 
God. 
 

Scripture (Jonah 3:8-4:3) 
The king of Nineveh had it proclaimed: ‘Let everyone renounce their evil 
ways and violent behaviour. Who knows? Perhaps God will change his mind 
and relent so that we shall not perish.’ God saw their efforts to renounce 
their evil ways and he relented about the disaster he had threatened to bring 
on them. This made Jonah very indignant; he fell into a rage. He prayed to 
Yahweh and said, ‘Please, Lord, isn’t this what I said would happen? That 
was why I first tried to flee to Tarshish, since I knew you were a 
compassionate God, slow to anger, rich in faithful love, who relents about 
inflicting disaster.’ 
 
 

Wednesday (St. Athanasius) 
The incorporeal, incorruptible and immaterial Word of God came to our 
realm. He saw that the race of rational creatures was perishing and that 
death reigned over them. He saw the incongruity of the situation,that 
creatures made by him were fading away. He also saw the exceeding 
wickedness of men and how they were gradually increasing it to an 
intolerable pitch against themselves. Lest the creature should perish and 
his Father’s handiwork in men be wasted, he took to himself a body and 
that of no different sort from ours. He did this so that, whereas men had 
turned to corruption, he might turn them back to incorruption. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 103: 8-13) 
The Lord is tenderness and pity, slow to anger and rich in faithful love; his 
anger does not last forever, nor his resentment remain for all time; he does 
not treat us as our sins deserve, nor repay us as befits our offences. As the 
height of heaven above earth, so strong is his faithful love for those who fear 
him. As far as the east is from the west, so far does he put our faults from us. 
As tenderly as a father treats his children, so the Lord treats those who fear 
him. 
 
Thursday (Martin Luther) 
Pass beyond the suffering of Christ and contemplate his friendly heart, and 
how his heart beats with such love towards you that it impels him to bear 
with pain your conscience and your sin. Go further! Rise beyond the heart 
of Christ to the heart of God and you will then see that the heart of Christ 
would not have shown you such love had not God, in his eternal love, 
wanted this, for the love of Christ stems from his obedience to God. 

  
Scripture (Luke 19: 5-10) 
When Jesus reached the spot he looked up and spoke to him, ‘Zacchaeus, 
come down. Hurry, I must stay at your house today.’ And he hurried down 
and welcomed him joyfully. They all complained when they saw what was 
happening. ‘He has gone to stay at a sinner’s house,’ they said. But 
Zacchaeus said to the Lord, ‘Look sir, I am gong to give half my moey to the 
poor, and if I have cheated anybody I will pay them back four times the 
amount.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house; for 
the Son of Man came to seek out and save what was lost.’ 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


