
Friday (Meister Eckhart) 
In this life there are two kinds of certainty concerning the life which is 
eternal: one is when God tells us of it through special revelation, although 
this happens only to a few. The other kind is better and more beneficial and 
falls frequently to those whose love for and intimacy with their God is so 
great that they trust him completely and are so sure of him that they can no 
longer have any doubts. However devoted you are to him, you may be sure 
that he is immeasurably more devoted to you and has incomparably more 
faith in you. Of this we can be certain.  
 

Scripture (John 6:48-54) 
Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate manna in the desert and 
they are dead; but this is the bread which comes down from heaven, so that 
a person may eat it and not die. I am the living bread which has come down 
from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live for eve. In truth I tell you, if 
you do not eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no 
life in you. Anyone who does eat my flesh and drink my blood has eternal 
life, and I shall raise them up on the last day.  
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32nd Week of Ordinary Time 
  When does our resurrection matter? 

When the Sadducees question Jesus about the resurrection, it is more than an academic 

discussion, (Luke 20:27-38). Jesus entered Jerusalem triumphantly on a donkey, cleared 

the traders from the Temple and is now teaching each day in the Temple. The authorities 

are desperate to silence him but can’t because of the crowds, so they try to discredit him 

and show that he is a dangerous man who is undermining the Jewish Faith. The 

Sadducees’ question, then, is a ‘must win’ topic to confront Jesus with as it goes to the 

heart o their beliefs about life, about authority and about God. To them, Jesus' belief in 

individual resurrection is a relatively new (around 150 years old) and dangerous idea 

which is heavily influenced by Greek philosophy. They, on the other hand, remain true to 

the teachings of the Torah so their teaching is much older, and comes straight from 

Moses, and as Moses doesn’t talk of the resurrection, it can’t be authentic Jewish belief.  

It’s important to note that Jesus doesn’t dismiss Moses and the traditional beliefs, but 

takes his opponents to a deeper understanding. His explanation about where they are 

wrong refers, firstly, to why people in this life marry and have children. Essentially, it is 

because a person’s name lives on in their children – this is the reason why the Law 

insists that if a man dies without children, his brother must marry the widow and the first 

born son is counted as belonging to the original husband and so inherits the name and 

the property. Jesus points out that because people who die live on in the next life forever, 

they don’t need to marry and have children. He then shows that Moses believed this 

because he refers to God as the God of the living. Belief in the resurrection means 

believing in a God who is present at all times, in this life and the hereafter. 

How this belief, this living relationship, affects life is demonstrated in the martyrdom of 

the seven brothers, (2Maccabees 7:1-14). Reading this and the preceding chapters is not 

easy reading, containing graphic details of horrific torture. Their fate is in their own 

hands and comes down to a piece of pork. They have a clear choice: abandon the Law of 

Moses (taste a piece) and live by the king's rules or refuse it and die. To them, this is not 

about external rules. The brothers have spent their whole life living by the Law of Moses 

- not 'keeping the rules' but living in a relationship with God. This relationship allows 

them to know that he is the source and is at the heart of life, (the mother's speech after 

all her sons are dead, 7:21-23, sums up their belief). This allows them to know that life 

carries on after death, since God is the God of the living.  

They are not suffering and dying so that they will be rewarded in heaven -   a line of 

thought which often develops out of a belief in an afterlife, (the idea that God rewards or 

punishes us when we die, so we'd better 'be good' or else.). The brothers' depth of faith 

does not come from looking forward; it comes from knowing that God is present. This 

does not mean that everyone automatically ends up the same in the next life, (we are in 

no position to judge and should avoid an oversimplified view of God keeping a record of 

good and bad deeds). We will, in some way, come to fulfilment in the next stage of life 

when we can live fully in the relationship with God that he intends for us, but for now, 

Jesus’ talking of the God of the living also speaks of a God who is intimately present, so 

that relationship is already growing. In Acts, we see how the early Christians’ lives were 

dramatically transformed by the power of Jesus’ Resurrection. This prompts the 

question, am I looking forward to or living in the resurrection?         Martin Bennett 



Monday (Cardinal Basil Hume) 
I fail to understand how anybody can go through life and think there is 
nothing after death. Within us is the desire to live; we want to go on. There 
is an urge to go on living fully and totally. We long to enjoy deep down the 
peace, the joy and happiness which constantly eludes us. We cannot grasp 
them now nor keep them. It is for that deep joy and happiness that we were 
made. One day it will be ours. We are moving through life like pilgrims 
heading for our final destination. It is healthy to look forward to that 
destination when we shall find total fulfilment. Do not be fearful of death. It 
is now a holy thing, made so by him who died that we might live.  
 

Scripture (Psalm 16:5-11) 
My birthright, my cup is the Lord; you, you alone, hold my lot secure. The 
measuring line marks out delightful places for me, for me the heritage is 
superb indeed. I will bless the Lord who is my counsellor, even at night my 
inmost self-instructs me. I keep the Lord before me always, for with him at 
my right hand, nothing can shake me. So my heart rejoices, my soul 
delights, my body too will rest secure, for you will not abandon me to Sheol. 
You will teach me the path of life, unbounded joy in your presence, at your 
right hand delight for ever. 
 
Tuesday (Oscar Romero) 
Who will put a prophet’s eloquence into my words to shake from inertia all 
those who kneel before the riches of the earth, who would like money, 
power, political life to be their everlasting Gods? All that is going to end. 
There will remain only the satisfaction of having been a person faithful to 
God’s will. One must learn to manage the relative and transitory things of 
earth according to his will, not make them absolutes. There is only one 
absolute: he who awaits us in the heaven. That will not pass away. 
 

Scripture (1 Corinthians 15: 50-53,55) 
What is perishable cannot inherit what is imperishable. Now I am going to 
tell you a mystery: not all of us are going to fall asleep, but we are all going 
to be changed instantly when the last trumpet sounds. Then the dead shall 
be raised imperishable and we shall be changed, because this mortal nature 
of ours must put on immortality. Then will the words of scripture come true: 
‘Death where is your victory? Death where is your sting?’ 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Wednesday (St. Edith Stein) 
What we believe we understand about our own soul is, after all, only a 
fleeting reflection of what will remain God’s secret until the day all will be 
made manifest. My great joy consists in the hope of that future clarity. Faith 
in the secret history must always strengthen us when what we actually 
perceive (about ourselves or about others) might discourage us. 
 

Scripture (Luke 20:35-38) 
Jesus said to the Sadducees – those who argue that there is no resurrection 
– ‘Those who are judged worthy of a place in the other world and in the 
resurrection from the dead do not marry because they can no longer die, for 
they are the same as the angels, and being children of the resurrection they 
are children of God. And Moses himself implied that the dead rise again, in 
the passage about the bush where he calls the Lord “the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” Now he is God, not of the dead but 
of the living; for to him everyone is alive.’ 
 
Thursday (Carlo Carretto) 
What a life we make for ourselves! Why are we so reluctant to believe? 
Why are we so afraid of trusting in God? There seem to me to be two main 
reasons. Firstly, we have lost our spiritual infancy. To believe, to be rich in 
hope, we must be small - Jesus tells us that unless we change and 
become like children we shall never enter the Kingdom of Heaven – 
instead we have grown up, become sophisticated, learnt to judge God by 
the standards of our own essential weakness. If we can make ourselves 
small again we shall be able to believe and hope, and our lives will become 
simple, unswerving, full. Secondly, we spend too much time looking 
backwards. Ezekiel reproached the Israelites for hankering after the slavery 
of Egypt: we, too, prefer to stay where we are; we are not quite sure God is 
to be trusted. 
 

Scripture (Philippians 3:8-14) 
Because of the supreme advantage of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, I count 
everything else as loss. For him I have accepted the loss of all other things, 
and look on them all as filth if I can only gain Christ and be given a place in 
him, with an uprightness from God, based on faith, that I may come to know 
him and the power of his resurrection. I can only say that forgetting all that 
lies behind me, and straining forward to what lies in front, I am racing 
towards the finishing-point to win the prize of God’s heavenly call in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
 
 


