
Friday (Fr. Richard Rohr) 
Outside of those redeeming relationships that speak truth to us, that 
challenge us, we do not know who we are. How many people are living in 
that kind of enslavement! They don’t know who they are or what they want. 
When individualists come with their problems, one has no power to help. 
You pray with them, assure them that God loves them, that God forgives 
them, then they go right back to a sick world-system to which most people 
are addicted. Often the only way we can free these people is by inserting 
them in a new set of relationships that finally tell them the truth. That truth-
telling of God’s grace is what the Church is all about. It is the eternal 
mystery of Church and Christ at work. 
 

Scripture (John 5:33-36, 44) 
Jesus said to the Jews, ‘You sent messengers to John, and he gave his 
testimony to the truth – not that I depend on human testimony; no, it is for 
your salvation that I mention it. John was a lamp lit and shining and for a 
time you were content to enjoy the light that he gave. But my testimony is 
greater than John’s: the deeds my Father has given me to perform, these 
same deeds of mine testify that the Father has sent me. How can you 
believe, since you look to each other for glory and are not concerned with 

the glory that comes from God?J 
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3rd Week of Advent  

  Seeing Jesus as he is, not as we think he should be. 
By the time John the Baptist was in prison, (Matthew 11), Jesus had travelled much, 

performed many miracles and taught huge crowds.  John, however, seems to be in a state 

of real confusion deep doubt because he needs to ask, ‘By the way, the Messiah I’ve been 

preparing everyone for - is it you, or are we still waiting?’   

Instead of 'proving' who he is or dismissing the question as ridiculous, Jesus effectively 

says, 'Work it out'. It should have been easy enough since John would no doubt quickly 

link what has been happening through Jesus, (the blind seeing, the lame walking etc.), 

with Isaiah 35:1-10 which foretold that these would happen when God’s reign was 

established, i.e. when the Messiah came. But before John can say ‘I get it’, he has 

rethink what he’s believed all his life, and what he has preached. His first question might 

well have been, “That’s all very well, but what about Isaiah 34? Where’s all the 

smiting?” This would fit in with the type of Messiah which John seemed to be preparing 

people for with his Baptism of repentance, with his talk of the 'coming retribution', and 

of trees not producing fruit being 'cut down and burned', (Mt 3:8,12). In the light of 

these, John seemed to anticipate the Kingdom of God would be established by a Messiah 

who came as Judge to punish and as king with power, to vanquish the forces of 

darkness, (the Romans). If so, then Jesus spending so much time helping the poor and 

the needy, the sinners, and all his ‘love your enemy’ talk must have been confusing, 

possibly even hugely disappointing. 

When John’s disciples delivered the answer from Jesus, we can surely be confident that 

John would have made the link and understood Jesus to be saying, 'Yes, I am the one - 

but I'm not acting in the way you think I should'. Reading this today, surrounded by 

Christmas lights is not the same as John hearing it in his prison cell, but God’s message 

of hope spoken through Isaiah was also to people living lives of darkness, with the 

godless Edomites exploiting and lording it over them, which explains the encouragement 

to ‘strengthen weary hands, steady trembling knees’ and urging courage to faint hearts. 

The promise of the desert blooming and the images of the lame not just walking but 

leaping, the dumb not just talking but singing all describe the transformation that will 

come about when God reigns. It required a lot of faith before this happened, whilst it was 

happening, (e.g. with John the Baptist and the often confused apostles whilst they were 

actually with Jesus), and continued to require faith even after Jesus had risen.  

Although we believe that the reign began decisively with Jesus: it didn't arrive fully 

formed.  In the letter James wrote to Christians who were mainly Jewish converts and 

who lived in many different places, he needs urge them to be patient and tolerant. (James 

5:7-10). Earlier passages in the letter point to the deep divisions and lack of tolerance 

between different Christians, struggling to work out which of the old rules and customs 

were still necessary (and the arguments familiar in all religions, including our own, 

where groups  try to prove they are right and to impose their beliefs on others.) 

Jesus did not come to wave a magic wand to make problems disappear; nor did he come, 

as John expected, to punish and to establish a reign like any human reign. If we don’t 

believe this reign is among us, we shouldn’t celebrate Christmas. If we do – despite the 

state of the world – we can live with the tolerance and confident patience of people who 

aren’t wating, but who know it’s happening and who are contributing to it. Martin Bennett  



Monday (Thomas Merton)  
So God became man. He took on the weakness and ordinariness of man, 
and He hid Himself, becoming an anonymous and unimportant man in a 
very unimportant place. The presence of God in His world as its Creator 
depends on no one but Him. His presence in the world as Man depends, in 
some measure, on men. Not that we can do anything to change the 
mystery of the Incarnation in itself: but we are able to decide whether we 
ourselves, and that portion of the world which is ours, shall become aware 
of His presence, consecrated by it, and transfigured in its light. The 
accidents of a poor and transient existence have an ineffable value. They 
can be the transparent media in which we apprehend the presence of God 
in the world. 
 

Scripture (Matthew 11:1-6)  
When Jesus had finished Instructing his twelve disciples he moved on from 
there to preach and teach in their towns. Now John had heard in prison what 
Christ was doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who 
is to come, or are we to expect someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back 
and tell John what you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life and the 
good news id proclaimed to the poor. And blessed is anyone who does not 
find me a cause of falling.’ 
 
Tuesday (Preface of Christmas II)  
Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and 
everywhere to give you thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord. You fill our 
hearts with joy as we recognise in Christ the revelation of your love. No eye 
can see his glory as our God, yet now he is seen as one like us. Christ is 
your son before all ages, yet now he is born in time. He has come to lift up 
all things to himself, to restore unity to creation, and to lead mankind from 
exile to your heavenly kingdom. With all the angels of heaven we sing our 
joyful hymn of praise: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 145:10-14,17-19)  
All your creatures shall thank you, Lord, and your faithful shall bless you. 
They shall speak of the glory of your kingship and tell of your might. Your 
kingship is a kingship for ever, your reign lasts from age to age. The Lord is 
trustworthy in all his words, and upright in all his deeds. He supports all who 
stumble, lifts up those who are bowed down. Upright in all that he does, the 
Lord acts only in faithful love. He is close to all who call on him from the 
heart. He fulfils the desires of all who fear him, he hears their cry and save 
them.  

Wednesday (Daniel O’Leary) 
Ours is a God who always forgives, who does not fret about our sins, who 
just cannot prevent the suffering in our society, but weeps powerlessly with 
us. God never changes his mind about us. He is simply always in love with 
us. What God does again and again is to change our minds about him. 
God’s love is always at the heart of our weakness, our powerlessness, our 
constant vulnerability. Most Catholics do not believe in an unconditionally 
loving God. The caricature of an angry Father has burned a deadly 
suspicion into our minds. Small wonder that most Catholics still regard God 
with a hidden fear. For generations, the clouds of threat about hell and 
limbo and divine anger and retribution have savagely closed the pathways 
into God’s loving, reaching heart. 
 

Scripture (Luke 1:68-79) 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel! He has visited his people and 
redeemed them. He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour in the house of 
David, his servant, as he promised by the lips of holy men, those who were 
his prophets from old. As for you, little child, you shall be called a prophet of 
God, the Most High. You shall go ahead of the Lord to prepare his ways for 
him, to make known to his people their salvation through forgiveness of all 
their sins, the loving kindness of the heart of our God who visits us like the 
dawn from on high. He will give light to those in darkness, those who dwell 
in the shadow of death, and guide us into the way of peace. 
 
Thursday (Julian of Norwich)  
And when we have fallen, through frailty or blindness, then our Lord 
touches us, stirs and calls us. And then he wills that we should see our 
wretchedness and humbly acknowledge it. But it is not his will that we 
should stay like this, nor is it his will that we should despise ourselves. But 
he wills that we should quickly turn to him, for we are his joy and his 
delight, and he is our salvation and our life. It is his will that we rejoice more 
in the fullness of his love than sorrow over our frequent failures. 
 

Scripture (Jeremiah 29:11-14)  
I know what plans I have in mind for you, God declares, plans for peace, not 
for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. When you call to me and come 
and pray to me, I shall listen to you. When you search for me, you shall find 
me; when you search wholeheartedly for me, I shall let you find me, the Lord 
declares. I shall bring you back to the place from which I exiled you. 
 

 

 


