
Friday (Fr. Richard Rohr) 
The first image in the Bible reveals a creative, compassionate God. 
Looking at creation in progress, "God saw that it was good". We all need to 
know that this wonderful thing called life came from goodness - a beginning 
of 'original blessing' instead of 'original sin'. For some reason, most 
Christian theology seems to start with Genesis 3, what Augustine would 
centuries later call 'original sin'. When you start with a punitive, critical, 
exclusionary God, it's not surprising that you see the crucifixion as Jesus 
taking the punishment that this angry God intended for us. This is not what 
many Christians believe. And it is not something the loving Abba of Jesus 
would do. Jesus did not come to change the mind of God about humanity. 
It didn't need changing. God has loved what God created from the moment 
God created it. Jesus came to change the mind of humanity about God. 
Jesus shows us what it is like for God to be incarnate in humanity. He 
holds together the human and the divine so that we might follow him and 
do the same. 
 

Scripture (Colossians 1:15-20) 
He is the image of the unseen God, the first-born of all creation, for in him 
were created all things in heaven and on earth: everything visible and 
everything invisible, thrones, ruling forces, sovereignties, powers – all 
things were created through him and for him. He exists before all things and 
in him all things hold together, and he is the Head of the Body, that is, the 
Church. He is the beginning, the first born from the dead, so that he should 
be supreme in every way; because God wanted all fullness to be found in 
him and through him to reconcile all things to him. 
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2nd Week of Ordinary time 

  Salvation of humanity: an 'inside job'. 
When we return to the daily routine after Christmas and New Year, it’s often with plans 

and intentions to improve in some way, with a ‘this is the year when I’m going to...’. I 

hope I’m not alone when I admit that the intentions soon seem unrealistic in the cold 

light of day and in the business of getting on with life. One option is not to make any 

resolutions, to accept that I’m not going to grow. Another is to scale them down, to limit 

my aims to something fairly superficial. Both options are ‘sin’ – more so than falling 

down and breaking good intentions or ‘rules’. 

As we return to ‘Ordinary Time’ in the Sunday readings, God also has big plans – and 

he is positively excited about them! ‘It’s not enough to restore Israel – I want the whole 

world to be saved.’ (Isaiah 49:3-6). Unlike my new year plans, made when everything is 

easy, God is speaking at a time when Israel was a small group of people who had just 

returned from exile and were now living in a very small, poor land. 

I might say to God, ‘It’s alright for you talking of changing the world – you created 

everything, you’re all-powerful. I struggle to change myself’. But this would be to ignore 

how God works, to refuse to join in the story. (another sin.). If he wanted to, the all-

powerful God could, presumably, make himself known through spectacular displays of 

power on a cosmic scale, but instead of displays of his infinite strength and power to 

'wow' us or to make us cower, he works through one servant. This seems to be a pretty 

insignificant instrument to achieve the salvation of the world, but a crucial part of his 

plan is that God has an intimate relationship with his servant: he formed him in the 

womb, so knows him through and through. 

This plan comes to fruition in Jesus and these features - insignificance and intimate 

relationship – are fundamental to his mission. John had been preparing people for the 

coming of the Messiah, and huge crowds are excited at the prospect, (John 1:29-34), so 

it's a little surprising to hear John say, ‘I did not know him myself’. Jesus had obviously 

come as one of the crowd – it was only after he’d been baptised that God revealed his 

identity, and then it was only John who saw the Spirit descending like a dove. No  

fanfares, nothing to ‘wow’ the crowds. The Gospel tells us that the dove descends and 

remains on Jesus signifying that God's spirit is with him, not just hovering above and 

pointing him out. In their relationship, in other words, they are completely united. 

John’s Gospel is full of clues about the ‘cosmic Christ’ to show that the infinite, all-

powerful God was wholly present in Jesus, (e.g. v.30, ‘he existed before me’), and yet 

here Jesus was quietly beginning his ministry after 30 years of obscurity. I can’t 

understand how this is possible but when I read ‘Seeing Jesus come towards him’, I can 

begin to understand why. God comes to us as we are and, when Jesus accepted John’s 

Baptism, becomes totally immersed in our lives, as one of us. In referring to Jesus as ‘the 

Lamb of God’ John was identifying Jesus with the servant spoken of in Isaiah and with 

the Passover Lamb, who will take away the sin of the world. He is not reducing his love 

to fit within our limited nature; rather, he takes away the limits we imposed so that we 

are able to love infinitely, as he always intended when he made us in his image. When we 

say 'Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world', we are reminding ourselves that 

we are not going to 'receive communion', we are now able to enter into communion with 

God - and his exciting plans for us become a reality.         Martin Bennett     



Monday(The Epistle to Diognetus) 
The Almighty himself, the Creator of the universe, the God whom no eye 
can discern, has sent down his very own Truth from heaven, his own Holy 
and Incomprehensible Word, to plant it among us and ground it in our 
hearts. And was his coming, as we might suppose, in terror, and in dread? 
Not so; it was in gentleness and humility. As Man to men he sent him; and 
that because he wished to save us by persuasion, and not by compulsion – 
for there is no compulsion found with God. His mission was no pursuit or 
hounding of us; it was in love, not in judgement that he sent him. 
 

Scripture (John 1:29-34) 
Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, “Look, there is the Lamb of 
God that takes away the sin of the world. This is the one I spoke of when I 
said: A man is coming after me who ranks before me because he existed 
before me.” John also declared, “I saw the Spirit come down on him from 
heaven like a dove and resting on him.” I did not know him myself, but he 
who sent me to baptise with water said, ‘The man on whom you see the 
Spirit come down and rest is the one who is going to baptise with the Holy 
Spirit.’ Yes, I have seen and witness that he is the Chosen One of God.” 
 

Tuesday (Thomas Merton) 
In Christ, everything that is divine and supernatural becomes accessible on 
the human level to everyone born of woman, to every son and daughter of 
Adam. What is divine has now become connatural to us in Christ’s love so 
that if we receive him and are united with him in friendship, he who is at the 
same time God and our brother grants us the divine life that is now able to 
be ours on the human level. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 40:1,5,16-17) 
I waited, I waited for the Lord and he stooped down to me and heard my cry 
for help. How much you have done, Lord – your wonders, your plans for us – 
you have no equal. Joy and happiness to all who seek you! Let them 
ceaselessly cry “Great is the Lord” who love your saving power. Poor and 
needy as I am, the Lord has me in mind. You, my helper, my Saviour.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday (Julian of Norwich) 
We know by faith that God took our nature upon him; and furthermore, that 
Christ accomplished all the work necessary to salvation, and none but him. 
And he says ‘Since you do not live without sin, you have to suffer all the 
tribulation and distress that may come to you. So let it be. But do not be too 
downcast by the sin that overtakes you against your will,’ I understand that 
the Lord looks on us with pity and not with blame. In God’s sight we do not 
fall; in our sight we do not stand. As I see both of these are true. But the 
deeper insight belongs to God. 
 

Scripture (Isaiah 49:1,3,5-6) 
The Lord spoke to me, ‘You are my servant,(Israel), through whom I shall 
manifest my glory.’ And now the Lord has spoken, who formed me in the 
womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him and to re-unite Israel to 
him. He said, ‘It is not enough for you to be my servant, to restore the tribes 
of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel; I shall make you a light to 
the nations so that my salvation may reach the remotest parts of the earth. 
 

Thursday (Cardinal Newman) 
It is not an easy thing to learn the new language which Christ has brought 
us. He has interpreted all things for us in a new way. He has brought us a 
religion which sheds a new light on all that happens. Time is short, eternity 
is long; God is great, we are weak; we stand between heaven and hell; 
Christ is our Saviour. Let us receive the truth in reverence and pray God to 
give us a good will, and divine light, and spiritual strength, that it may bear 
fruit within us. 
 

Scripture (Romans 3:21-25)   
God’s saving justice was witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, but now it 
has been revealed altogether apart from the Law: God’s saving justice given 
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. No distinction is made: all 
have sinned and lack God’s glory, and all are justified by the free gift of his 
grace through being set free in Christ Jesus. God appointed him as a 
sacrifice for reconciliation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


