
Friday (Caryll Houselander) 
No doubt, one who loved all as Christ did would have longed to heal all their 
sickness, to enlighten all their minds, to transform the world by miracle upon 
miracle of love, but God did not will that for him. On the contrary, he willed that he 
should be, humanly speaking, a failure, should be nailed to the cross and suffer 
there in helplessness. Indeed, the moment in which his love was consummated, in 
which the crisis of his redeeming power was reached, was when the hands that 
could heal with a touch were nailed back out of reach. 

Scripture (Luke 1:46-52)  
And Mary said, ‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit 
rejoices in God, my Saviour. He looks on his servant in her lowliness; 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed for the Almighty works marvels for 
me. Holy his name! He puts forth his arm in strength and scatters the proud-
hearted. He casts the mighty from their thrones and raises the lowly. 
 

           Blind man 
Approached by Jesus,  
does as Jesus bids him: is cured 
 

Questioned by the curious crowd: 

    only knows what actually happened. 
 

Crowd want to know more 
Take him to the Pharisees  
Explains how he had been cured: 
Knows Jesus is a prophet 

 
 

Questioned again, under oath:  
becomes bold!  
 

(“Do you want to become his 
disciples?”= an ironic invitation,  
but an invitation!) 
 

becomes more eloquent, 
demonstrating  
Jesus must be from God 

 
Expelled 
Jesus approaches a second time: 
   Invitation to believe. 
 
“Lord, I believe”. Worships him. 
 

                Pharisees 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approached by the crowds: 
       Curious (How?) 
 
Know Jesus is not from God 
Look to confirm their view...parents; 
 

Question the man again,  
          ... become abusive 
 

“You can be his disciple” 
= ironic: he can, they can’t 
 
 

self-justifying:  
“We are disciples of Moses and know 
that God spoke to Moses; we don’t 
know where Jesus came from 
Refuse to listen: 
they are the experts, the man is a 
sinner 
 
Reject him  
(“The drove him away”) 
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4th Week of Lent 

Caution: religious people may find parts of this Gospel offensive. 
Although God doesn’t work in obvious ways, it doesn’t mean he works in mysterious 

ways. More often, it’s a case of our understanding being clouded by our own rather 

limited expectations. It is a sign of his far greater wisdom, then, that he so often works 

from the outside. An example of this would be the anointing of David, (1Samuel 16). In 

rejecting all those who appear to be suitable by all human standards of strength and 

appearance, (even to Samuel), God reveals that he looks at the heart, i.e. at the core, of 

our being. The one who is chosen now – David – must have seemed a very strange 

choice: he was so young and insignificant he had not even been invited to the meal, (he 

did not even make the ‘long list’ for the interview). Apart from the qualities God saw in 

him, (including the flaws which would show themselves,), perhaps this was why he 

would be a good servant of God: having no status in the family, he would be used to 

obeying without expecting to add his own point of view so when he was anointed and 

‘seized by the Spirit’, he would be open to allowing the Spirit to guide him. He was 

outside the family hierarchy and politics and so wasn’t limited by ‘this is the way we’ve 

always done things’. 

The advantage of being an 'outsider' becomes clearer  in the reaction of the learned and 

powerful when Jesus cures the blind man, (John 9:1-41).John uses ‘signs’ rather than 

miracles, and the crowd’s reaction to the cure is that they want to know where Jesus is: 

they want to follow the signs. Naturally enough, they turn to the religious authorities. 

They, however, are immediately hostile and increasingly stubborn: they can’t  follow the 

signs. (I’ve split the journeys the Blind man and the Pharisees went on at the end). 

Their reasoning is sound enough: how could a person who so deliberately breaks one of 

the Ten Commandments (working on the Sabbath) possibly be from God? To them, he is 

clearly a sinner. As the blind “sinner” points out only a man from God could restore 

sight to the blind, but the authorities cling obstinately to their truth. Their phrase 'we are 

satisfied this man is a sinner' perhaps points to the problem: they are the experts and so 

feel no need to question what they know. Part of their problem is that they are right: they 

are disciples of Moses and God did speak to Moses. Now, though, God is speaking in a 

new way.  It is one thing to be certain of what you know, but another to be certain that 

you know everything.  

It is significant that it is when the blind man is ejected that Jesus seeks him out, just as 

David had been sought out after the human process was finished. Jesus calls the man to 

discipleship after he has been ejected from the synagogue and he is outside this set way 

of thinking, and clearly open to believe that Jesus is the Son of Man. 

Done in the right spirit, the Lenten disciplines of fasting and prayer enable us to ‘eject 

ourselves’ from the comforts and routines (which can sometimes include religious ideas) 

that shape our lives and our beliefs, so that we are more ‘in the open’ to hear and follow 

God’s word without it being censored and edited by our own needs and by our ideas of 

what is the best way for God to act. It is learning God’s ways that makes us disciples, and 

St. Paul teaches that being disciples of Jesus transforms us, (Ephesians 5:8-14). He 

doesn’t say we come out of the darkness into the light but we were darkness and now 

‘you are light’. Jesus was (is) the Light of the world, and so to are his disciples.  

Martin Bennett 



 Monday (Fr. Austin Smith, CP) 

There can be a terrible arrogance about one’s view of the Church. The 
arrogance can rest in our endowing it with an unchangeableness which 
denies the very creativity of God. Because of the religious grouping to 
which I belong, the Community of the Passion, all my functions in life will 
dominated by a God, theoretically and practically, mediated in the event of 
Golgotha. But that event is not mine alone. I would suggest it belongs to a 
whole world. But in our world, in which the contrast of power and 
powerlessness has become so apparent, Golgotha has an even deeper 
relevance. It is a profound reminder summoning us all to a new self-
emptying. 
 

Scripture (John 9:32-37)  
The man born blind said, ‘Ever since the world began it is unheard of for 
anyone to open the eyes of a man who was born blind; if this man was not 
from God, he wouldn’t have been able to do anything.’ The Pharisees replied, 
‘Are you trying to teach us, and you a sinner through and through, ever 
since you were born!’ And they ejected him. Jesus heard they had ejected 
him, and when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ 
Jesus said, ‘You have seen him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, 
I believe. 
 

Tuesday (Letters of a Russian Monk) 
You write that for twenty five years you have been reading and listening 
and feeding on God’s word, but it was no use. What use do you want it to 
have? Or do you want to see yourself faultless and holy in everything? The 
closer you come to God, the more you see your faults and sinfulness. Be 
satisfied with seeing inadequacies, for from this, gradually, imperceptibly, 
comes humility, if only to a small degree. Just as a person dressed in fine 
clothes jumps aside if mud is splattered on them, so also a humble person 
flees from human glory. 
 

Scripture (Hosea 13: 4-6,9) 
I have been Yahweh your God since your days in Egypt when you knew no 
God but me, since you had no one else to save you. I cared for you in the 
desert. I pastured them and they were satisfied; once satisfied their hearts 
grew proud and therefore they forgot me. Israel, you have destroyed 
yourself, though in me lies your help. 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday (Meister Eckhart) 
The faithful God often lets every prop on which his friends lean be knocked 
out from under them. Why? It is a great joy for them to be able to do 
important things such as watching, fasting and the like. In such things they 
find their joy, their stay and hope. Thus their pious works are their supports, 
or footings. Our Lord wants his friends to be rid of such notions. This is why 
he removes every prop, so that he alone may support them. For the more 
helpless and destitute the mind that turns to God for support can be, the 
deepest the person penetrates God and the more sensitive they are to 
God’s most valuable gifts. Man must build on God alone. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 131)  
O Lord, my heart is not proud nor haughty my eyes. I have taken no part in 
great affairs, in wonders beyond my scope. Truly I have set my soul in 
silence and peace. As a child rests in its mother’s arms, as a little child, so I 
keep myself. O Israel, hope in the Lord, both now and for ever. 
 

Thursday (Julian of Norwich) 
He brought our blessed Lady to my mind. In my mind I saw her as if she breathed 
– a simple, humble girl, not much more than a child; the age she was when she 
conceived. God showed me, too, in part, the wisdom and truth of her soul, so that I 
understood the reverence she felt before God her maker and how she marvelled 
that he would be born of her – a simple soul that he himself had made. She saw 
herself as so little and low, so simple and poor compared with God that she was 
filled with humility. And so from this humble state she was lifted up to grace and all 
manner of virtues, and stands above all. And it was this that made her say so 
humbly, ‘Behold God’s handmaid.’  
  
Scripture (2 Cor.12:9-10)  
God said to me, ‘My grace is enough for you: your power is at full strength in 
weakness.’ It is, then, about my weakness that I am happiest of all to boast, 
so that the power of Christ may rest upon me; and that is why I am glad of 
weaknesses, insults, persecutions and distress for Christ’s sake. For it is 
when I am weak that I am strong.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


