
Friday (William Law) 
Do not all Christians desire to have Christ as their saviour? Yes, but here is 
the deceit; all would have Christ to be their saviour in the next world and to 
help them into heaven when they die. But his salvation, if it is to be had, 
must be had in this world, by changing and altering all that is within you, by 
helping you to a new heart. 
 

Scripture (Romans 3:21-25) 
God’s saving justice was witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, but now it 
has been revealed altogether apart from law: God’s saving justice given in 
faith through Jesus Christ to all who believe. No distinction is made: all have 
sinned and lack God’s glory, and all are justified by the free gift of his grace 
through being set free in Christ Jesus. God appointed him as a sacrifice for 
reconciliation, through faith, by shedding his blood.  
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 4th Week of Easter 

              Sheep who follow His voice, not the crowd. 
When Jesus speaks of himself as the gate to the sheepfold, (John 10:1-10), he is saying 

that only people who go through him have the right to access to the sheep, (the people) –

anyone climbing over the fence, not going through the gate, is a thief. This is a 

continuation of the argument from John 9, about who was the authentic voice of truth, 

(the Pharisees or Jesus). The Pharisees would know that Jesus was drawing on Ezekiel 

34 to paint the Pharisees the latest in a long line of bad shepherds who have let the sheep 

stray, and who care little for the wounded and the sick.  

It helps to know that at night, all the sheep from different flocks would be kept together 

in the one sheepfold. In the morning, the shepherds would stand at the gate and call out 

their own sheep, who would respond to the voice they knew and trusted, the shepherd 

they knew would lead them to good pasture. The issue at stake, then, is how do we (the 

sheep) tell the good shepherds, from the bad?  

‘Going through Jesus could mean many things, but I think the key point is that anyone 

genuine has Jesus as their source, and through their connection to him (in whatever 

form a person knows him), they are connected to God. Although they are important, it 

isn’t enough to know doctrine and tradition, or to be a great theologian: without a 

personal relationship with Jesus, they become empty, as was the case with the Pharisees. 

On Pentecost Day when Peter speaks to a huge crowd, he was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

A good sign that this meant he was going ‘through Jesus’ was that, although the speech 

he delivered was a bold and no punches-pulled account of just how wrong they had been 

in crucifying Jesus and so killing the one sent by God, they were ‘cut to the heart’, (Acts 

2:36-41). The people clearly recognised something authentic in Peter, (rather like when 

Jesus started preaching and had made a deep impression on the people because he 

taught with such authority). Their response, ‘What must we do?’, was them listening to 

Peter, not to the familiar voices of the Pharisees. ‘Repent and be baptised in the name of 

Jesus for the forgiveness of sins’, was, to use the imagery of the good shepherds in 

Ezekiel, the searching out and caring for the lost and the strays.  

This forgiveness is not saying ‘it doesn’t matter’, or ‘let’s forget about it’, neither does it 

excuse what they did. It says that their faults are not an obstacle to them being welcomed 

into the new Kingdom and a full relationship with Jesus, when they are baptised in the 

Holy Spirit.  

To follow this Good Shepherd means they will be lead along a different path. There will 

be plenty of other voices calling them, which is Peter’s concern in his first Letter, where 

he is concerned about the persecution and ridicule the early Christians faced, from 

traditional Jews and pagans. He tells them to follow the example of Jesus, (when facing 

suffering), though there would be many voices tempting them from this path.  

As the current flock, we too hear many voices (often reasonable, not always ‘bad’) also 

offering security, comfort and happiness. They do not, however, lead to the fullness of 

life promised by Jesus. To discern his voice, we need to be baptised in his name: all 

aspects of life filled with his presence. This will often put us at odds with the values and 

assumptions of our own culture, as clearly happened to the early Christians, but by 

living in this new relationship, others we share our lives with will come to know the Good 

Shepherd through us – maybe not 3,000, but we aren’t Peter!                Martin Bennett 



Monday (Cardinal Basil Hume) 
Repent, we are told, turn away from sin. Believe the Gospel not as an 
ideology to talk about, not as an abstract system of values to be discussed 
among learned persons. Conversion begins deep within ourselves, it 
involves radical change inside ourselves which then alters the way we 
relate to God and to fellow human beings. It is a change of heart. It leads 
us to embrace wholeheartedly what the Gospel says and to love Him who 
says it. 
 

Scripture (Acts 2:36-41) 
You can be certain that the Lord and Christ whom God has made is this 
Jesus whom you crucified. Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said 
to Peter and the other apostles, ‘What are we to do?’ ‘You must repent,’ 
Peter answered, ‘And everyone of you must be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.’ He spoke to them and urged them, ‘Save yourselves from 
this perverse generation.’ 

 
Tuesday (Henri Nouwen) 
Following Jesus demands of you in the first place obedience to his Gospel. 
Don’t be afraid that this obedience will impoverish your personality. No 
laws, no rules, no therapy no discussions, are capable of setting our 
communities in order and making them fruitful if the Spirit of Jesus is not 
reigning there. Free yourself from a world that seeks only pleasures and 
possessions. Through your radical surrender to God, you will be free from 
this. 
 

Scripture (2 Corinthians 3:14-18) 
Until this very day, the veil remains over the reading of the Old Testament to 
those with closed minds: it is not lifted, for only in Christ is it done away 
with. Their hearts are covered with a veil, and this veil will not be taken away 
until they turn to the Lord. Now this Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is freedom. And all of us, with our unveiled faces like  
mirrors reflecting the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the image 
that we reflect in brighter and brighter glory; this is the working of the Lord 
who is the Spirit. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday (Thomas Merton) 
In Christ God is made man. In him, God and man are no longer separate, 
remote from one another, but inseparably one. In Christ everything that is 
divine and supernatural becomes accessible on the human level to every 
one of us. What is divine has now become connatural to us in Christ’s love 
so that if we receive him and are united to him in friendship, he who is at 
the same time God and our brother, grants us the divine life that is now 
able to be ours on our human level. 
 

Scripture (Colossians 1:13-20) 
God has rescued us from the ruling force of darkness and has transferred us 
to the kingdom of the Son that he loves, and in him we enjoy our freedom, 
the forgiveness of sin. He is the image of the unseen God, the first-born of all 
creation, for in him were created all things in heaven and on earth. All things 
were created through him and for him. He exists before all things and in him 
all things hold together, and he is the head of the body, that is, the Church. 
God wanted all fullness to be found in him and through him to reconcile all 
things to him by making peace through his death on the cross. 

 
Thursday (Fr. Richard Rohr.) 
Relationship is a by-product of a journey shared between those seeking the 
same goal, between those who eat the same bread and drink from the 
same cup. A companion, literally, is “one who eats bread with us.” Jesus 
calls us to be his companion on the journey to the Father. He says: Walk 
with me. Trust my faith. Trust my love. Trust my hope. And I will walk with 
you. He is a partner. He is a brother. He eats bread with us. Christians are 
afraid to believe how deep, real and powerful that relationship is between 
companions of Jesus, those who are on the same path together.  
 

Scripture (John 10:2-4,9-10) 
He who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper 
lets him in, the sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and 
leads them out. He goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because they 
know his voice. I am the gate. Anyone who enters through me will be safe: 
such a one will go in and out and will find pasture. The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy. I have come that you may have life and have it to 
the full.  
  

 

 

 

 

 


