
Friday (Henri Nouwen) 
When Jesus says “Can you drink the cup I am to drink?” without offering 
the reward we expect, it is the great challenge of the spiritual life. It breaks 
though all human calculations and expectations. It defies all our wishes to 
be sure in advance. It turns our hope for a predictable future upside down 
and pulls down our safety devices. It asks for the most radical trust in God, 
the same trust that made Jesus drink the cup to the bottom. The intimacy 
between Jesus and his Father is an intimacy of complete trust in which 
there are no advanced guarantees. That same intimacy Jesus wants to 
give us so we can drink our cup. 
 

Scripture (Romans 8:35-39) 
Can anything cut us off from the love of Christ – can hardships or distress, 
or persecution, or lack of food and clothing, or threats of violence? No; we 
come through all these things triumphantly victorious by the power of him 
who loves us. For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities, nor any power ….  nor any created thing whatever will be able 
to come between us and the love of God.  

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   12th Week of Ordinary Time 

  What have you got to declare? 
Those of a nervous disposition and those who look to religion to give them a feeling of 

certainty in troubled times would do well to glance over the Sunday readings. It is 

possible to come away with the sense that whatever happens, we can be assured that God 

will be there to look after us. 

Jeremiah proclaims this confidence in God, (Jeremiah 20:10-13), but if you read from 

the start of chapter 20 you will see that things are not going well for Jeremiah (he has 

been put in the stocks and humiliated for prophesying as God instructed him,) and now 

his opponents—including former friends—are contemptuous of him: the ‘terror on every 

side’ was supposed to happen to them according to Jeremiah, but they could see no sign 

of any problems, so they turn his prophesy against him, effectively saying, ‘See! God 

isn’t with you at all.’  

Immediately before this confident part of his prayer, Jeremiah is extremely angry with 

God, feeling that God has deceived him— he complains that God has seduced him, 

possibly thinking back to his call when God told him he would destroy and rebuild. So 

far, it has all been destroying, and people are not happy! Despite all this inner turmoil 

and the outer world seeming to contradict his faith, Jeremiah remains confident that 

God will triumph, though it will be sometime in the future.  

The apostles, too, are instructed to proclaim loud and clear the message of Jesus; they 

are also being warned that this ‘privilege’ will mean that they are in for a rough ride, 

(Matthew 10:26-33.) I notice that Jesus does not say ‘do not be afraid of those who can 

kill the body, God won’t let them’, nor does he offer comfort by saying that when a 

sparrow falls to the ground, God knows about it and saves it. The sparrows do fall and 

God knows about it.  

Jesus is quite clear that the apostles must preach the whole truth: there must be no 

compromise, no attempt to edit the message in order to protect themselves or to try to win 

favour with those who will not welcome what they say. They must avoid allowing their 

fear to dictate what they say and do, being guided instead by the deeper truth that will be 

revealed in the fullness of time. 

Well, that’s OK, as long as I think Jesus’ message is to the apostles. After all, I can talk 

freely about Jesus without fearing for my safety. However, the world we live in needs to 

have the gospel presented to them clearly and not on the ‘pick and choose’ basis if it is to 

come to know the wisdom and love of God, and that is the work of anyone who is 

baptised and therefore shares in continuing the work of Jesus. It is our job to declare 

ourselves for Jesus in the way we live our daily lives and in the way we speak out (and 

demonstrate) God’s love for all, his forgiveness, his justice, when the opportunity 

presents itself. This will inevitably cause friction, and at this point, we need to choose 

between my comfort and my desire to be well thought of and to get along in the world 

and Jesu’s instruction to declare for him. The ‘Anything to declare’ sign at the customs 

is answered by your suitcase, not your words! 

This sounds a little like ‘You must declare or else’, but Jesus was talking to people who 

had chosen to follow him because they had discovered that nothing in life mattered as 

much as learning from Jesus and sharing his work. It is a love affair , not an obstacle 

course that Jesus invites us to join.                                           Martin Bennett 



Monday (Oscar Romero) 

Do you want to know if your Christianity is genuine? Here is the 
touchstone: Who do you get along with? Who are those who criticise you? 
Who are those who do not accept you? Who are those who flatter you? 
Know from that what Christ said once: “I have not come to bring peace, but 
division.” There will be division because some want to live more 
comfortably by the world’s principles. But others have embraced the call of 
Christ and must reject all that cannot be just in the world. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 69:7-9,13,32-33) 
It is for you that I suffer insults, that shame covers my face, that I have 
become a stranger to my brothers. I burn with zeal for your house and 
insults against you fall on me. This is my prayer to you, my prayer for your 
favour. In your great love, answer me, O God, with your help that never fails: 
Lord, answer, for your love is kind; in your compassion, turn towards me. 
The poor when they see it will be glad and God-seeking hearts will revive; for 
the Lord listens to the needy and does not spurn his servants in their chains. 
  

Tuesday (Martin Luther King) 
Faith in the dawn arises from the faith that God is good and just. When one 
believes this, one knows that the contradictions of life are neither final nor 
ultimate. One can walk through the dark night with the radiant conviction 
that all things work together for good for those that love God. Even the 
most starless night may herald the dawn of some great fulfilment. 
 

Scripture (Matthew 10:27-29,31-33) 
What I say to you in the dark, tell in the daylight; what you hear in whispers, 
proclaim from the housetops. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul: fear him rather who can destroy both body and soul in 
hell. Can you not buy two sparrows for a penny? And yet not one falls to the 
ground without your Father knowing. So there is no need to be afraid: you 
are worth more than many sparrows. So if anyone declares themselves for 
me in the presence of humans, I will declare myself for them in the presence 
of my Father in heaven. But the one who disowns me in the presence of 
humans, I will disown in the presence of my Father in heaven. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday (A Carthusian) 
Happy are those who know how to put their whole soul into all that they do. 
Because they are giving themselves, they will be able to bear much 
suffering, but their happiness will exceed their suffering, since the gift of 
self is the source and condition of life, and therefore of spiritual growth and 
joy. Go on, then, giving yourself: go on suffering….seek your joy in that 
precious suffering that the gift of self entails. God who became man knew 
no more excellent way than this when he was on earth. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 42:8-11; 43:3-4) 
In the daytime God sends his faithful love, and even at night; the song it 
inspires in me is a prayer to my living God. I shall say to God, my rock, ‘Why 
have you forgotten me? Why must I go around mourning, harassed by the 
enemy?’ My enemies taunt me, all day long they ask me, ‘Where is your 
God?’ Why so downcast? Why all these sighs? Hope in God! I will praise him 
still, my Saviour, my God. Send out your light and your truth; they shall be 
my guide, to lead me to your holy mountain to the place where you dwell. 
Then I shall go to the altar of God, to the God of my joy. 
 

Thursday (Pope Francis: Evangelii Gaudium) 
Faith also means believing in God, believing that he truly loves us, that he 
is alive, that he is mysteriously capable of intervening, that he does not 
abandon us and that he brings good out of evil by his power and his infinite 
creativity... It is true that this trust in the unseen can cause us to feel 
disoriented: it is like being plunged into the deep and not knowing what we 
will find. I myself have frequently experienced this. Yet there is no greater 
freedom than that of allowing oneself to be guided by the Holy Spirit, 
renouncing the attempt to plan and control everything to the last detail, and 
instead letting him enlighten, guide and direct us, leading us wherever he 
wills.   
 

Scripture (Hebrews 10:32-36) 
Remember the great challenge of sufferings that you had to meet after you 
received the light, sometimes by being publicly exposed to humiliations and 
violence, and sometimes as associates of those who suffered humiliation 
and violence. You accepted with joy being stripped of your belongings, 
knowing that you owned something better and lasting. Do not lose your 
fearlessness now, then, since the reward is so great. You will need 
perseverance if you are to do God’s will and gain what he has promised. 
  

 

 

 


