
Friday (Thomas Merton) 
Life in Christ is life in the mystery of the cross. It is not only an  
hidden supernatural participation in the divine life in eternity, but a 
participation in a divine mystery, a sacred action in which God himself 
enters into time and, with the co-operation of people who have answered 
his call and have been united in a holy assembly, the Church, carries out 
the work of our redemption. 
 

Scripture (Ephesians3:17-21) 
May Christ live in your hearts through faith, and them planted in love and 
built on love, with all God’s holy people you will have the strength to grasp 
the breadth and the length, the height and the depth; so that, knowing the 
love of Christ, which is beyond knowledge, you may be filled with the utter 
fullness of God. Glory be to him whose power, working in us, can do 
infinitely more than we can ask or imagine; glory be to him from generation 
to generation in the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. 
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15th Week of Ordinary Time 

  The world is getting better. 
When Jesus preaches to the huge crowd of people, (Matthew 13:1-23), we might expect 

him to cash in on his popularity and on the fact that these people had sought him out 

and so were obviously enthusiastic and hungry to learn. Many, no doubt, might be 

thinking, ‘This is surely the Messiah’, particularly if they had previously been among the 

huge crowds who were baptised by John the Baptist and roused up for the imminent 

coming of the Kingdom  
Instead of any rousing rhetoric with promises of what life will be like when he 

establishes God’s Kingdom, Jesus speaks in parables about how the Kingdom will arrive 

– and it won’t be in the way the Jewish people expected with a triumphant Messiah 

coming in power. He effectively says to the eager crowd, ‘Your enthusiastic now, and 

that’s a good start, but many of you will fade away.’ Jesus is aware that of the people 

who hear him speaking (sowing the seed) some will go away full of enthusiasm, but will 

soon give up when the going gets tough, (persecution); others will become entangled in 

the cares of life and the pursuit of comfort and wealth (thorns); others who are not in the 

audience have already heard Jesus and rejected him (edge of the path). 

It's tempting to think of people who fit the different descriptions, but there are times 

when I meet each of the ‘soils’, either during the week or, looking back over my life, and 

there are times when I’ve been afraid of standing out, been tangled up in security and 

comfort, and times when I’ve simply not responded with any interest. All of these ‘soils’ 

are not only part of life, they are part of human nature. The good news is that Jesus is 

being optimistic: the point of the parable is that there will be a rich harvest despite all the 

setbacks. He is completely certain that God’s Kingdom will come, and each of us can 

produce a rich harvest despite the struggles with our thorns and shallow rocky patches. 

Isaiah gives a wonderful image of how God’s Kingdom will come when he uses the 

image of rain falling and not returning until it has produced growth. When water comes 

from the sky, it may fall as snow and be locked up as ice for many weeks, or even 

months; it may fall in a river and give life to animals immediately; it may seep though 

soil and trickle through various layers before it is taken up by plants. They, in in all their 

variety, may be quick growing and produce fruits quickly, or take many years to mature.  

The point Isaiah is making is that just as the water will produce growth and give life, so 

God’s word will reach people and his plans will bear fruit. 

Jesus’ disciples ask why he talks in parables. I think another way of putting this question 

might be, ‘Listen, Lord, you’ve got the crowd with you. Don’t complicate things – keep it 

simple, tell it straight.’ Jesus knows that it is not God’s way to force people with threats 

or seduce them with promises of easy power and wealth: they have to want the Kingdom, 

and to perceive how the life Jesus offers is richer than any other the other.  

The Parable of the Sower spells out what Isaih speaks of – coarseness of the heart 

(impervious to the word of God) and failure to see and hear God’s word .  

Jesus is teaching about the certainty of triumph of God’s kingdom—for all. Yes, the 

world is full of hard soil and thorny patches, and so are we; but there are plenty of 

patches of good soil in the world, and in each of us. The reading from Isaiah, (55:10-11) 

allows us to have full hope and confidence in God whose word not only comes to each of 

us, but is always working in us, drawing us to him.       Martin Bennett 



Monday (Malcom Muggeridge) 
When Mother Teresa’s permission to leave the convent came, she stepped 
out with a few rupees in her pocket, made her way to the poorest, 
wretchedest quarter of the city, gathered together a few abandoned 
children and began her ministry of love. This act of superb, some would 
say outrageous courage and faith made a particularly strong impression on 
me. She was a nun, rather slightly built, not particularly clever, or 
particularly gifted in the arts of persuasion. Just with this Christian love 
shining about her, in her heart and on her lips. Just prepared to follow her 
Lord. 
 

Scripture (Matthew 13:19-23) 
When anyone hears the word of the kingdom without understanding, the evil 
one comes and carries off what was sown: this is the seed sown on the edge 
of the path. The seed sown on the patches of rock is someone who 
welcomes the word with joy but has no deep root deep down and does not 
last should some trial or persecution come. The seed sown in thorns is one 
who hears the word, but the worry of the world and the lure of riches choke 
the word and it produces nothing. And the seed sown in the rich soil is 
someone who hears the word and understands it; this is the one who yields 
a harvest and produces now a hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty. 

 
Tuesday (Meister Eckhart) 
On frequently receiving Our Lord’s body: You may feel you have committed 
many sins and cannot atone for them. Go then to him, for he has worthily 
atoned for all guilt. You may be aware of nothing great in you but your own 
great poverty. Truly , if you wish to transform all your poverty, then go to 
the abundant wealth beyond measure, and you shall be made rich  You 
should say, ‘I wish to come to you so that our wealth shall fill my poverty, 
your infinity shall fill my emptiness and your immeasurable, 
incomprehensible Godhead shall fill my base humanity. 
 

Scripture (1 Cor. 2:1-4) 
When I came to you, I did not come with any brilliance of oratory or wise 
argument to announce to you the mystery of God. I was resolved that the 
only knowledge I would have while I was with you was knowledge of Jesus, 
and of him as the crucified Christ. I came among you in weakness, in fear 
and in great trembling, and what I spoke and proclaimed was not meant to 
convince by any philosophical argument but to demonstrate the convincing 
power of the Spirit, so that your faith should depend not on human wisdom 
but on the power of God. 
 

 

Wednesday (Cardinal Basil Hume) 
The resurrection has power to transform our lives. The more we accept its 
truth, its reality, the greater will be our change in attitude towards God and 
in our view of the world in which we live. It is important for ourselves and 
our society that we retain and develop a wholesome faith, a sense of the 
eternal and the spiritual. We need to be armed with faith and vision. 
 

Scripture (Jeremiah 1:4-8) 
The word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you; before I came to birth I consecrated you; I appointed you as 
prophet to the nations.” I then said, “Ah, Ah, Ah, Lord; you see, I do not 
know how to speak, I am only a child!” But Yahweh replied, “Do not say ‘I am 
only a child’ for you must go to all to whom I send you and say whatever I 
command you. Do not be afraid, for I am with you.”. 

  
Thursday (Caryll Houselander) 
Jesus knew fear, temptation and failure. He suffered loneliness, betrayal, 
unrequited love, utter desolation of spirit, the sense of despair and death. 
And he overcame them all and he came back to the world bringing it life 
and peace and joy. He took our humanity, just as it is, with all its 
wretchedness and ugliness, and gave it back to us just as his humanity is, 
transfigured by the beauty of his living, filled full of his joy. Every day 
thousands of people receive Holy Communion. Christ’s response to that 
dogged, devoted will of a  
multitude of insignificant people is coming to life in them. When the world 
seems to be finished, given up to hatred and pride, secretly, in 
unimaginable humility, Love comes to life again. There is resurrection 
everywhere. 
 

Scripture (Isaiah 55:10-11) 
Thus says the Lord: “Yes, as the rain and the snow come down from the 
heavens and do not return without watering the earth, making it yield and 
giving growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the 
word that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty without carrying 
out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.” 
  

 


