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SMALL BEGINNINGS 
Mk. 4:26-34 

  
The blacks in the U.S.A. gained their emancipation in 1864, but it wasn't until 
1964, a hundred years later that an act was passed giving them the same civil 
tights as whites.  Between those hundred years they were victims of terrible 
discrimination, especially in some of the southern states, like Alabama.         ' 
                                                                                                                         be the one 
to woke 'the first step 'l 

This discrimination even included the segregation of blacks and whites on the 
city buses.  But one single incident brought this whole shabby and disgraceful 
business to an end.  On 1 December, 1955, a 42 year old black woman boarded 
a bus to go home after work and at the shops. She found an empty seat of the 
start of the block section.  At the next stop some whites got on and the driver 
ordered her to get up and give her seat to a white man.  This meant that she 
would have to stand all the way home.  She thought, 'Why should I give up my 
seat.  l'm tired and my feet are hurting.'  So she sat there and refused to get 
up.  The driver called a policeman.  The black lady, Mrs. Parks, was arrested and 
put in jail, but later was released on bail. 

What she had done was like a spark in a forest that hadn't seen rain for a whole 
year.  Word of the incident spread quickly.  Blacks had had enough.  A meeting 
was called and Martin Luther King was asked to address it.  The outcome was 
that they made one basic demand, that passengers be seated on a first-come 
first-served basis.  A boycott of the buses was planned to begin on 4 
December.  Would the blacks support it?  It got a l00% support.  People walked 
to work.  Those who had cars ferried their fellow workers to their 
jobs.  Everywhere the pavements were crammed with people walking to 
work.  The buses were empty except for a new whites. 

The boycott dragged on all that winter, and through the spring and summer of 
1956.  They dreaded facing a second winter walking to work.  They were spared 
that hardship, for on 13 December the Supreme Court of the United States 
declared the Alabama segregation laws were unconstitutional.  
  
Victory was achieved and an unjust situation was put right all because one 
woman decided to act.  It all began with one small act.  As the proverb says, 'A 
journey of a thousand miles begins with one step.' Mrs. Parks herself had no 
idea what she had started. 



  
In today's Gospel Jesus speaks of God's Kingdom beginning in a small way.  He 
says it is like a mustard seed which a man plants in his garden.  Even though it is 
tiny, given time it will grow into a large shrub in whose branches the birds of the 
air will find food and shelter.  What is Jesus teaching us here? 
  

Jesus is saying, "God does depend on us to do our part.  The man planted the 
seed in the first place but it is God who gives the growth and increase."  lt we 
want to change something in our lives or in the world we must make a start 
somewhere.  The start may be very small and appear to be totally insignificant 
and useless, but it IS necessary.  Once we take our first step in what we believe 
to be a just cause, we must trust God will help us to go forward even though we 
do not know where it will lead us.  We must persevere in spite of delays and 
obstacles. 
  
This is a valuable and consoling lesson if we want God to reign in our lives.  lf 
there is some area of our life where He does not now reign, when are we going 
to take the first step to change this situation?  ' If there is one unjust situation 
in the world around me, then perhaps I am the one to take the first step to 
correct it.  Then others will follow and God will help us to see it through. 

For God's kingdom to come, a kingdom of justice, love and peace - each of us 
has a part to play, but it is God who gives the increase.  As individuals we may 
feel that we haven't much to contribute.  Yet to plant even one seed of truth, of 
justice and of peace is a worthwhile thing.  We can leave it to God to bring forth 
the harvest and perhaps others to reap it. Jesus began His great work by calling 
a handful of fishermen and look what was achieved. 

Lord Jesus, Mother Teresa said, 'We can do no great things - only small things 
with great love.'  With Your help the small things we do can be transformed into 
great and wonderful things. 

                                                                                                                          
SIGNS OF GOD AT WORK 

Mk. 4:26-34 
Jesus begins today’s Gospel with the words, “This is how it is with the kingdom 
of God.”  How do we define the kingdom of God?  It is that society on earth 
where God’s will is done as perfectly as it is in Heaven.  It is like seed planted in 
the ground and eventually reaps a harvest and it is also like a mustard seed 
that grows into a large tree. 
There was a reason for the evangelists to tell us these parables of Jesus.  It was 
to encourage the persecuted early Church.  They were not too great in 



numbers and yet so many of them were being persecuted and 
martyred.  These stories were to help them not to get discouraged, that this 
tiny seed, the church, no matter what happens will one day be harvested. 
The seed is probably one of the most fascinating things in God's 
creation.  When you hold it in your hand, it seems like nothing, just a little 
speck.  If you keep it outside of the soil, it will remain just a speck, never doing 
anything or becoming anything.  You might even think it's a worthless particle 
and discard it. 
Once you sow it deep within the earth, the seed sprouts and grows without the 
farmer knowing how it happens. This to me is a great proof of God’s 
existence.  He not only creates a thing, but sets it in motion and guides it along 
its journey to fruition.  How anyone can say that such a thing just happens and 
there is no one sustaining its growth?  That person just has to be God.  In fact, 
it is an insult to God to say it just happens. 
  
God and only God can create a seed, but there is something we can do, and 
which we have to do.  God will not do it for us, not that He couldn’t do it.  He 
wants us to be partners with Him.  The seed that He created He wants us to 
plant it.  He is going to show us that this little seed has the most amazing 
potential!  All we have to do is to place it in the soil.  From that moment He 
takes over.  He waters it with rain and gives it sunlight and transforms it into a 
mighty tree, or a beautiful flower or a nourishing vegetable.  The farmer 
doesn't have to do a lot.  Night and day, while he goes about his regular 
business, this seed is busy producing abundantly.  On its own, it can become 
the greatest of all shrubs, and put forth huge branches, so that the birds of the 
air can make nests in its shade. 
Another lovely way of looking at these parables is to realise that Jesus Himself 
is the seed in these parables.  He came into our world quite unnoticed, born to 
poor parents huddled in a dark cave.  For thirty years, He lived a quiet life, 
learning His father's trade.  Once He began His public ministry, many religious 
leaders thought He was some fanatic, or possessed by a devil.  Even His own 
family misunderstood Him and thought he had gone mad and was throwing His 
life away.  Yet, from this seed, God brought about the largest "plant" in the 
garden of His creation - the tree of life.  Now, through Jesus, salvation has 
come to the whole world and we, His people, can find rest and nourishment in 
the shade of His branches. 
Sometimes we can find it very difficult to see God at work in and around 
us.  Like the mustard seed, it is usually in small ways that we can miss this 
growth if we don't look carefully, or if we are preoccupied with looking for 
something immensely powerful.  Let us not discount the small works of God 



we see around us.  Instead, let us keep our minds open and to wherever the 
Lord chooses to work in our life.  If we can compare Jesus to the seed that 
grew why can’t we also compare ourselves?  We never know what God can 
achieve through us. 
Lord Jesus, You are the One who plants the seed in the life of every human 
person and brings forth fruit.  Help us today to recognize Your work and to 
cherish the fruit it brings forth.  May we never be an obstacle to Your work. 

  
THE ONLY ANSWER TO OUR IMPATIENCE 

Mk. 4:26-34 
We live in what I would call an impatient age.  We must have everything now, 
instantly.  This is why plastic credit cards are so popular.  We don't have to 
carry cash, just produce our card and the object is ours. 
Fast food restaurants are everywhere and all they do is to feed this 
impatience.  It takes patience and time to prepare good nourishing food. 
Again, we see this impatience in young people’s relationships.  They don’t give 
themselves the time to get to know each other and to woo each other.  Some, 
even on their first date, have to jump into bed with each other, with the 
disastrous effect of hurting each other, finding out the hard way that they are 
not compatible, or they marry too soon.  This results in many children being 
born out of wedlock, and so divorce is widespread.   There is much our age can 
learn from today’s Gospel which addresses this very problem of impatience. 
  
Jesus tells a simple little story about a farmer who planted a crop, waited 
patiently for it to bear fruit and then gathered in the harvest.  Jesus introduced 
the story by saying, “This is what the Kingdom of God is like.”  In other words, 
God is like the farmer who starts something and waits patiently for it to come 
to fruition. 
Let us examine this story in more detail.  The farmer, before sowing, prepared 
the ground.  Then he planted the seed.  If watered by the rain and warmed by 
the sun, he is confident that it would produce a harvest.  
The same principle holds true for you and me.  We want results. We want to 
believe that the world of tomorrow will be a better place than the world of 
today.  That kind of faith requires us to work on the problems of today.  Faith 
in the future involves action. 
The next step is to be patient.  A farmer does not plant a crop one week and 
expect to harvest it the next.  He must allow time for growth, as Jesus said, 
“First the shoot, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.”  Anyone who is 
not prepared to wait for that gradual development is not cut out to be a 
farmer! 



But, of course, Jesus was not talking about farming but about the Kingdom of 
God.  He was talking about life.  The greatest difficulty that some of us have 
with faith in the future is our impatience.  We want to believe in the Kingdom 
of God but we want it to happen now. 
This is not a new problem.  Isaiah tells about some people in his day who said 
of God, “Let Him make haste and speed His work that we may see it.”  How 
typical that is of you and me.  We measure life in short units of hours, days, 
weeks, months and years.  We expect God to operate in the same way.  When 
that doesn’t happen, we are ready to cast aside our highest hopes because 
they are not fulfilled when we want.  We must remember that in the Lord’s 
eyes, one day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like one day.  If we 
believe in a better world, we must forget about clocks and calendars, and gear 
our thinking to centuries.  Faith in the future involves patience. 
Finally, we must believe that faith in the future demands a large amount of 
divine backing.  It has been estimated that the production of a wheat harvest 
depends five percent on the efforts of the farmer and ninety five percent on 
the forces of nature.  I don’t know how that calculation was made, but I do 
know that no farmer would ever bother to plant a seed unless he was aware of 
the rain and the sun, to support his efforts.  That is what Jesus is saying in 
today's story.  “A man throws seed on the land … the seed is sprouting and 
growing; how - he does not know.”  The only thing that the farmer knows is 
that his efforts are supported by powers greater than his own. 
To conclude, that is how it is with people who truly have faith in the 
future.  Their faith involves action.  Their faith involves patience.  They do not 
expect immediate fulfilment of their highest hopes.  But most of all, their faith 
involves a sense of divine backing.  They believe in the future because they 
believe in God. 
Lord Jesus, the most popular saying of our Capuchin brother Saint Padre Pio is 
“Pray, hope and don’t worry.”  Those words are very appropriate for today’s 
homily.  We all need to pray to the Holy Spirit to help us in any project, that He 
would give us the strength to pursue it, the patience needed to see it through, 
and not to worry.  There is a tendency for many of us to worry unnecessarily, 
and not put our trust in our Heavenly Father.  So, whatever we do, let us pray, 
hope and not worry. 
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